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Amitabha is the master of the Pure Land,
which is a school of Buddhism in the Tang
Dynasty. This school is looking for an ideal
world like paradise.

The Pure Land is a fantasy about a perfect world.
It is a paradise where harmonize the life of Buddha
and the nature. All human beings can be Buddha if
they would have the Buddha's values. These values
can be found in the Sutras of Amitayus. Seeking a
good life is always as human wishes, this is the value
of the Sutras of pure land. In today's world, the
concept of Pure Land offers an ideal imagination omn
coexistence between man and nature. This book
presents Sutras and wishes of Amitayus Buddha for
the Buddhist ideal: Pure Land and its cradle Xiangji
Templein Xi'an.

Author Wen Jun is a researcher on the art of
Chinese Buddhism in the History Museum of Shaanxi.
This research is carried out during her studies in the
places of temples of Pure Land, in particular, Xiangji
temple.

Editions FloreSoleil presents the work of Wen Jun
for showing a human thoughts in the history arid the
concept of Pure Land from Buddhism for offering an
ideal idea for a perfect life and world.

Editor Dr. Juan Shen
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uddhism originated in an ancient city, Kapilavastu

(near present-day Tilaurakot in south Nepal), in the

fifth to sixth century B.C. Buddhism's founder,

Gautama Siddhartha, had been the prince of that
city and was deemed a saint of the Sakya Tribe, thus
explaining the name Sakyamuni. He attainted
enlightenment at age 35 and spread Buddhism until he died
at the age of 80. Buddhism before Sakyamuni's death is
generally termed 'original Buddhism'. After his death,
Buddhism separated into two sections, Hinayana and
Mahayana, and continued to propagate the Buddhist
ideological system. Sakyamuni intended to release
individuals from distress and confusion in real life, so that
they might feel physically and mentally blissful.

As Chinese Buddhism developed, another Buddhist
section emerged during the Tang Dynasty (618-907) that
espoused a Pure Land where people live with well-being
and happiness. Amitabha is in charge of that world where
all can be reborn by repeating the name of Amitabha.
Known as Pure Land Buddhism, it was founded by Shandao
(613-681). Advocating the repetition of the simple mantra,
Amitabha, Pure Land Buddhism deeply impacted society.

Theoretically, Pure Land belief embraces three beliefs:
Maitreya Pure Land, Bhaisajyaguru Pure Land, and
Amitabha Pure Land. Each of the three beliefs separately
occupied the main position of Pure Land belief in Chinese
history. Finally, Amitabha belief dominated. and developed
into a dominant branch of Chinese Buddhism. Shandao's
name has been integrated into Chinese Pure Land
Buddhism. In order to remember his contribution, his
disciples constructed a grand temple after he died, and built
a 13-story pagoda to enshrine his relics — Xiangji Temple. It
is located in the south of Xi'an, the capital city of Shaanxi
Province, at the feet of the Zhongnan Mountains.

Construction of Xiangji Temple represents the
extraordinary contribution of Shandao. Xiangji is not an
individual sect monastery - it fuses Shandao and Pure Land
Buddhism. The history of Xiangji Temple also reflects the
rise and fall of Chinese Buddhism. The author tends to
exhibit an unusual achievement of an ordinary monk and
provides substantial documentation about Chinese
Buddhist history for researchers and others in order to
allow more people to better understand why Amitabha is
so often chanted and why Avalokitesvara is enshrined.

Wen Jun
November 2013 in Xi'an City
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Chapter|
Amitabha and Pure Land Buddhism

mitabha is a well-known, simple and

direct mantra. Followers of Pure Land

Buddhism advise repeating and

venerating this mantra, rather than

studying complex classics. The three
sutras - Amitayus, View of Amitayus, and Amitabha
- are critical in Pure Land Buddhism and comprise
the entire story of Buddhism. Amitayus Sutra says
that a monk named Fazang made 48 wishés and
tried to actualize them in order to build Pure Land.
Finally, he was successful. This monk is Amitabha
and those 48 wishes are the original powerful and
reliable vows of Amitabha.



> The image of the pure Land
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mitabha Sutra describes the Pure

Land in detail: it is warm, solemn,

features singing and dancing, is

devoid of suffering, and is full of joy.

Those who have doubts may listen to
Wei Tixi, who witnessed Pure Land with the help
of the Buddha. An encouraging ending proposed
in View of Amitayus Sutra tells that relying on
your own power is not enough - only believing in
Buddha brings relief.

As the second of the three sutras in the Pure
Land Buddhism, Amitabha Sutra, also known as
Little Amitayus Sutra, is short and elegant, and
compulsory reading for Pure Land Buddhism
believers. The famous Chinese transcriptions _
contain one by Kumarajiva (AD 344-413) and
one by Xuanzang (602-664). .



The carving stone of the Western Pure Land of Northern
Dynasty unearthed at Wanfo Temple in Chengdu, Sichuan
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Amitabha
Master of the Pure Land

his sutra states that heading west from our

world; one reaches a Pure Land where

Amitabha Buddha teaches Buddhism.

Everyone in that land lives in utter joy.

Buildings there are made of seven precious
materials - gold, silver, glaze, and so on. Pools made
of those seven materials are everywhere. Water in
these pools has eight functions that relieve and calm.
Bottoms of these ponds are filled with gold,
blooming lotuses as big as wheels. Trees sway
following the rhythm of the breeze and make
beautiful sounds.

As master of the Pure Land, Amitabha is luminous
and shines everywhere. Because Amitabha and
individuals in his land have limitless life, Amitabha is
also known as Amitayus 'Infinite Life Span'.



hok s et 0T
The buddha statue in the Grottoes
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The pure land and
Forty-eight Wishes

he beginning of the three sutras of

Pure Land Buddhism, Amitayus Sutra,

is the longest. Popular in Gandhara,

northern India, around the first and

the second century AD, it spread
through such Asian countries as Japan, Korea,
and Vietnam. During the Eastern Han Dynasty
(25-220), Amitayus Sutra was already translated
into Chinese. The translation by Kang Sengkai
(third century AD) was the most prevalent. In
the ninth century AD, during the Tang Dynasty,
the Japanese monk Yuanren (ninth century AD)
brought this sutra to Japan.

Long ago, a Buddha came and spread
Buddhism in the world. At that time, King Shirao
heard the theory from that Buddha and achieved
physical and mental liberation. He was so happy
that he resolved to find true wisdom in
Buddhism. Abandoning his kingdom and family,
he became a monk - Fazang. As the most
intelligent monk with great stamina at that time,
he was the one who best understood and
believed in Buddhist theory. He went to see that
Buddha again and asked for another teaching.
Impressed by Fazang's determination, the
Buddha described the Pure Land and allowed
him to see that beautiful land. Fazang was
astounded and made 48 wishes in order to build
a Pure Land by himself, If all of the wishes were
fulfilled, then he would become a Buddha.
Finally, he did so, providing a promise and a
guarantee that his Pure Land does exist.



e e s iyl ol 5

Buddha of Ming Dynasty, private collection
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If, when | attain Buddhahood, there should be in
my land a hell, a realm of hungry spirits or a
realm of animals, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should after death fall again into
three evil realms, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should not all be the color of pure
gold, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If. when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should not all be of one appearance,
and should there be any difference in beauty,
may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should not remember all their
previous lives, not knowing even the events
which occurred during the previous hundred
thousand kotis of nayutas of kalpas, may 1 not
attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should not possess the divine eye of
seeing even a hundred thousand kotis of nayutas
of the Buddha-lands, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should not possess the divine ear of
hearing the teachings of at least a hundred
thousand kotis of nayutas of Buddhas and should
not remember all of them, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.



The Amitabha statue constructed by Liu Xuanyi at
Longmen Grottoes,

Around the period when Shandao supervised to build the
Fengxian Temple Buddha statue at Longmen, a great number of

niche statues related to the Pure Land belief were built at
Longmen Grottoes,



Views of the Pure World on the side wall of the Leshan Giant Buddha
Dynasty
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statue, Tang
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18.

20.

. If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas

in my land should have limited lifespan, except
when they wish to shorten them in accordance
with their original vows, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should even hear of any wrongdoing,
may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, innumerable
Buddhas in the land of the ten quarters should not
praise and glorify my Name, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, sentient beings in
the lands of the ten quarters who sincerely and
joyfully entrust themselves to me, desire to be
born in my land, and call my Name, even ten
times, should not be born there, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment. Excluded, however, are
those who commit the five greatest offenses,
abuse the right Dharma.

. If, when | attain Buddhahood, sentient beings in

the lands of the ten quarters, who awaken
aspiration for Enlightenment, do meritorious
deeds and sincerely desire to be born in my land,
should not, at their death, see me appear before
them surrounded by multitude of sages, may | not
attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when 1 attain Buddhahood, sentient beings in
the lands of ten quarters who, having heard my
Name, concentrate their thoughts on my land, do
various meritorious deeds and sincerely transfer
the merits towards my land with a desire to be
born there, should not eventually fulfill their .
aspiration, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.
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22.

23.

24.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, human and devas
in my land should not all be endowed with the 32
physical characteristics of a Great Man, may | not
attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvas in the
Buddha-lands of other quarters who visit my land
should not ultimately and unfailingly reach the
Stage of Becoming a Buddha after one more life,
may | not attain perfect Enlightenment. Excepted
are those who wish to teach and guide sentient
beings in accordance with their original vows. For
they wear the armor of great vows, accumulate
merits, deliver all beings from birth-and-death,
visit Buddha-lands to perform the Bodhisattva
practices, make offerings to Buddhas, Tathagatas,
throughout the ten quarters, enlighten
uncountable sentient beings as numerous as the
sands of the River Ganges, and establish them in
the highest, perfect Enlightenment. Such
Bodhisattvas transcend the course of practice of
the ordinary Bodhisattva stages, manifest the
practices of all the Bodhisattva stages and actually
cultivate the virtues of Samantabhadra.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvas in my
land, in order to make offerings to buddhas
through my transcendent power, should not be
able to reach immeasurable and innumerable kotis
of nayuta of Buddha-lans in as short a time as it
takes to eat a meal, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvas in my
land should not be able, as they wish, to perform
meritorious acts of worshipping the buddhas with
the offerings of their choice, may 1 not attain,
perfect Enlightenment.
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Figure de sutra de I'Amitayous, Grotte n® 18 des Grottes de
['Anyue dans la montagne de Muyu

Cette Niche est de la hauteur de 260 cm, de la largeur 350
cm, de la profondeur 160 cm. Le groupe des statues dans la
montagne Muyu se situe a 36 kilométres au sud du comté
Anyue, elles sont créées dans la dynastie des Tang, avec 23
niches et des 540 statues. La niche de n°18 présente des
pavillons du monde de la Terre pure de la dynastie des Tang, en
fait, c'est précisément le genre d'image du magnifique temple
de la dynastie Tang.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

1f, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvas in my

land should not be able to expound the Dharma
with the all-knowing wisdom, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, there should be any
bodhisattva in my land not endowed with the
body of the Vajra-god, Narayana, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.

If, when I attain Buddhahood, sentient beings
should be able, even with the divine eye, to
distinguish by Name and calculate by number all
the myriads of manifestations provided for the
humans and devas in my land, which are glorious
and resplendent and have exquisite details
beyond description, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvas in my
land, even those with little store of merits, should
not be able to see the Bodhi-tree which has
countless colors and is four million li in height,
may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvas in my
land should not acquire eloquence and wisdom in
upholding sutras and reciting and expounding
them, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, the wisdom and
eloguence of Bodhisattvas in my land should be
limited, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.
If, when | attain Buddhahood, my land should not
be resplendent, revealing in its light all the
immeasurable, innumerable and inconceivable
Buddha-lands, like images reflected in a clear
mirror, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, all the myriads of
manifestations in my land, from the ground to the
sky, such as palaces, pavilions, ponds, streams and
trees, should not be composed of both countless
treasures, which surpass in supreme excellence
anything in the worlds of human and devas, and
of a hundred thousand kinds of aromatic wood,
whose fragrance pervades all the worlds of the
ten quarters, causing all bodhisattvas who sense it
to perform Buddhist practice, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.



The Amitabha statue of Zhongshan Grottoes in Zichang,
Shaanxi, Northern Song Dynasty.

Amitabha with the gesture of highest of the highest stage,
surrounded by the Buddha, disciple, and warrior, thousand
Buddha carved on niche wall. A classic statue among grottoes
in Shaanxi.



The image of three honored ones coming to gréet, including Amitabha and two Bodhisattvas
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39

40.

41.

42.

43.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, humans and devas
in my land should not obtain clothing, as soon as
such a desire arises in their minds, and if the fine
robes as prescribed and praised by the buddhas
should not be spontaneously provided for them
to wear, and if these clothes should need sewing,
bleaching, dyeing or washing, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, human and devas
in my land should not enjoy happiness and
pleasure comparable to that of a monk who has
exhausted all the positions, may | not attain
perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvasin my
land who wish to see the immeasurable glorious
Buddha-lands of the ten quarters, should not be
able to view all of them reflected in the jeweled
trees, just as one sees one's face reflected in a clear
mirror, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, bodhisattvas in the
lands of the other quarters who hear my Name
should, at any time before becoming buddhas,
have impaired, inferior or incomplete sense
organs, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.
If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvas in the
lands of the other quarters who hear my Name
should not all attain the samadhi called 'pure
emancipation' and, while dwelling therein,
without losing concentration, should not be able
to make offerings in one instant to immeasurable
and inconceivable Buddhas, World Honored One,
may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvas in the
lands of the other quarters who hear my Name
should not be reborn into noble families after
their death, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.
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Tang Dynasty
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44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvas in
the lands of the other quarters who hear my
Name should not rejoice so greatly as to dance
and perform the Bodhisattva practices and
should not acquire stores of merits, may | not
attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvasin
the lands of the other quarters who hear my
Name should not all attain the samadhi called
'universal equality' and, while dwelling therein,
should not always be able to see all the
immeasurable and inconceivable Tathagatas until
those Bodhisattvas, too become Buddhas, may |
not attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvas in my
land should not be ableto hear spontaneously
whatever teachings they may wish, may | not
attain perfect Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvas in
the lands of the other quarters who hear my
Name should not instantly reach the Stage of
Non-retrogression, may | not attain perfect
Enlightenment.

If, when | attain Buddhahood, Bodhisattvasin
the lands of the other quarters who hear my
Name should not instantly gain the first, second
and third insights into the nature of Dharmas and
firmly abide in the Truths realized by all the
Buddhas, may | not attain perfect Enlightenment.



The statue of 'Water Moon Avalokitesvara of No. 19
Avalokitesvara scripture cave of Pilu cave at Anyue Grottoes,

Song Dynasty



AV

1

27

as an important classic in Mahayana
Buddhism, Amitayus Sutra differs from the
ideal of Hinayana Buddhism, which
suggests individual practice and individual
relief, and proposes to bring relief to all

persons through his practice. Amitayus Sutra provides
six methods to practitioners:

First, sincerely recite the name of Amitabha.
Second, reciting Amitabha ten times just before
death allows one to go to the Pure Land.

Third, recite, write, and enshrine classics of Pure
Land Buddhism.

Fourth, spend all you have to help others.

Fifth, follow these ten rules: no killing, no
stealing, no lust, no lying, no flattery, no coarse
words, no gossiping, no greed, no anger, and no
delusion.

Sixth, one who could not become a monk should
try to live without lust, anger, and envy; be loyal
to one's country; and care for one's parents.



e e e B R TR :
The Nirvana diagram of Dazu Rock Carvings in Chonggqing.
The Nirvana diagram has various forms in China such as
paintings in addition to grottoes carvings. Most people call
Nirvana Buddha as Reclining Buddha, or sleeping Buddha.
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16 views of the Pure Land

iew of Amitayus Sutra is the last sutra

and suggests that believers visualize 16

views of the Pure Land in order to go

there after death. The beginning of

this sutra tells a story set in the
Rajagaha Kingdom in ancient India. The Prince of
Rajagaha shut his father in a backroom with the
intention of starving him to death. His mother,
Queen Wei Tixi, anointed her body with oil and
hid grape juice in her crown, and went to help
the king. Finishing the last drop of grape juice,
the king promised to follow the Eight
Commandments. After 20 days, the king was still
alive and became stronger.

One day, the Prince of Rajagaha discovered
this secret and wanted to kill his mother. Astute
ministers stopped him but he still imprisoned his
mother. Queen Wei Tixi was so sad about her son
that she prayed to the Buddha for help. Hearing
her prayer, the Buddha came to her and revealed
the sixteen views of the Pure Land.



Carving stone of the Western Pure Land, Xiangtangshan
Crottoes of Hebei of the Northern Qi Dynasty, Freer Gallery of
Art Collection U.S.
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Niche de lI'image de Vue de Sutra de I'Amitayous au cave n® 245
alafin des Tang a la montagne de Nord de Dazu, Chongqing
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he Pure Land is for the Buddha, as
compared to the polluted land of humans.
Millions of Buddha exists in Mahayana
thus, accordingly, there should be millions
of pure lands. Nevertheless, Hinayana
commonly relates stories of Shakyamuni. A century
after Shakyamuni's death, original Buddhism split into
several branches and Shakyamuni was deified. He
supposedly was bodhisattvas in previous lives and
became animals or humans to teach people, even at
the cost of his own life. For example, a story about a
prince (Shakyamuni) who gives his own life to help
seven hungry tigers is frequently depicted in Buddhist

33 art. Similar stories often appear in Hinayana classics.

s
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The image of sacrificing live to feed tiger of Dunhuang frescoes, Tang Dynasty.
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Z The Source of Amitabha Belief
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he popularity of sutras and icons of
Maitreya provided a foundation for
Pure Land belief. The fading of
Maitreya belief aided the expansion of
Amitabha belief.

Based on the number of grottos and various
documents, belief in Pure Land occupied the
major part of Chinese Buddhism. In the
beginning, Maitreya Pure Land belief was the
most powerful, the second was Amitabha, and
the last was the Medicine Buddha,
Bhaisajyaguru. For most people at that time,
these three beliefs could hardly be separated.
They were all deemed Pure Land. With the
spread of Maitreya Pure Land belief, more
people came in contact with the idea of Pure

/% Land. After the decline of Maitreya belief, Pure
Land faith was still disseminated and formed an
35 individual sect - Pure Land Buddhism.
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ix sutras tell the entire story of Maitreya. The
three most famous are known as the Maitreya
three sutras. Before becoming a monk,
Maitreya was the son of a Brahman. He died
before Shakyamuni's death, and then went to

the Pure Land expounding the Buddhist doctrine as a
Bodhisattva. After 4,000 years, equivalent to 5.6
billion years in the human world, he will reincarnate
as a Buddha under a tree named Mesuna. Maitreya
images could be a Bodhisattva exhibiting his
appearance in the Pure Land and also a Buddha
symbolizing his reincarnation in the future.

The Future Buddha, Maitreya, was relative to the
Buddha of the Past. The sutras about the latter
frequently appeared around the third century BC and
documented that six buddhas preceded Shakyamuni -
seven past buddhas in total. The idea about the past
was included in Mahayana and as a component, the
future was also formed.

The entire Buddhist system involving the past and
future was based on the concept of time: if there was
a past, there was a future. Except for borrowing the
Buddha of the Past from Hinayana, Mahayana
constructed its own version, Dipankara, replacing the
seven past buddhas. Afterwards, Dipankara,
Shakyamuni, and Maitreya structured three vertical
buddhas representing the past, present and future,
respectively. )



Stone made the statue of Maitreya Buddha sitting with crossed feet. Collected by {%
Xi'an stele forest museum. This stone made Maitreya has been deemed as the
symbol of the Maitreya belief flourish in Changan. 3 8
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e can easily find Maitreya in
grottos, individual sculptures, and so
on. Maitreya images were most
popularin the Wei Jin Southern and
Northern Dynasties around

220-589, and declined after the Tang Dynasty,
replaced by an image with a fat belly.

Since Maitreya will be reborn some day and will
change the world to a new land, rebels utilized this
idea and represented themselves as Maitreya to
oppose the government. Such rebellions happened
through the North Wei Dynasty (368-534) to the Sui
Dynasty (581-618). For instance, in 515, a monk
calling himself 'the new Buddha of the world' led
50,000 followers against the authorities. During the
Sui Dynasty, some Maitreya believers plotted to kill
the emperor. All the rebellions were eventually
suppressed and accompanied by efforts to suppress

39 Maitreya belief.

__t
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Cross legged Maitreya of Yungang Grottoes. Northern Wei. 40
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Huiyuan's statue, Eastern Jin,
Huiyuan, the founder of Donglin Temple in Lushan Mount.,

organized the Lotus Association in the temple. He was the first monk
who advocated assemblies and jointly reborn in Western Pure Land.



Chapter Il

Pure Land Buddhism's
Formation and Development

nlike Amitabha belief, Maitreya

belief centers on faith in a future

Buddha, Maitreya, who built a pure

land to which believers reincarnate

after they die. Furthermore, he will
come to the real world someday, saving people
and constructing a pure land in man's world. In
contrast, Amitabha belief has faith in Western
Amitabha's Pure Land, which does not exist in
man's world.

. The difference between the two is theoretical.
Practically, the two beliefs developed in
combination. As Maitreya belief became
increasingly entwined with politics, it was
suppressed by the authorities. Meanwhile,
Amitabha belief was far from the secular world
and began to flourish.



Pioneers of Pure Land Buddhism

ui Yuan (334-416) formed an

association in Donglin Temple in Lushan

Mountain. Yun Luan (476-542 or 554),

from Xuanzhong Temple, Shanxi

Province, organized thousands of
people to chant the name of Amitabha in a valley to
spread Pure Land Buddhism. Dao Chuo (562-645)
designed a new method by chanting Amitabha while
counting prayer beads. They are the pioneers of Pure
Land Buddhism.

In his early years, Hui Yuan, a monk from Lushan
Mountain, was fascinated by Chinese traditional
classics, especially Lao-tzu and Zhuangzi. However,
when he was 21, he attended a speech given at
Hengshan Mountain by the famous monk, Dao'an,
and was completely persuaded by Buddhist ideas. He
then became a monk and a disciple of Daoyuan. When
he was 24, Hui Yuan began to expound on the sutras,
using contexts from Lao-tzu and Zhuangzi with which
he was familiar. This approach was helpful. His
instructor, Dao'an, allowed him to read whatever he
pleased. In 373, their temple was involved in a battle,
and Dao'an was brought to the capital city, Xi'an. Hui
Yuan then left for the south and decided to settle on
Lushan Mountain where he lived in Donglin Temple.
For more than thirty years, he spread Buddhism by
translating and writing books, collecting sutras,
enshrining buddhas, and teaching ordinary people. In
402, he established an organization that included 18

\,% members named Bailian 'white lotus flower'. They
enshrined the Buddha and the flower together and
45 hoped to go to the Pure Land.
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The earliest statue of the Three Saints of the West in China

The statue is located at the 169th cave of Bingling Temple
Grottoes. It was caved in Western Qin period, and existed
before Shandao founded the Pure Land Buddhism.
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anluan was born in Shanxi Province

near Wutai Mountain, surrounded by

Buddhist temples. One day, while

travelling on that mountain, he felt so

pleasant while visiting the temples
that he decided to become a monk. Afterwards,
he focused on the Buddhist classics. Later, he
became ill and traveled, searching for a cure for
his disease. When he was nearly dead, a light
from the sky suddenly shone on him, and he
rapidly recovered. He then concluded that life
is very fragile, and a way to live longer should
be found before studying Buddhism.

When the India monk, Bodhiruci, was at
Baima Temple, Tanluan went to visit him and
showed him a Daoist book about immortals.
Surprisingly, Bodhiruci spat on the floor, tossed
the book aside, and said, "What are you talking
about? How can you compare Buddhism with
Taoism? There is no way to achieve great
longevity in this world and, even if there is, one
might only live a little longer, but will finally
enter the endless cycle of death and birth."
Bodhiruci then gave Tanluan View of Amitayus
Sutra and said, "This book could eventually let
your spirit rest." Tanluan was astounded by
Bodhiruci's contention, but felt it was
meaningful and reasonable. Henceforth,
Tanluan began learning the View of Amitayus
Sutra and also spread ideas to others that
encouraged the diffusion of Pure Land
Buddhism.



Tanluan and his disciples
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mperor Xiaojing of the Dongwei Dynasty
(534-550) greatly respected Tanluan and
ordered him to live in Shanxi Province.
Afterwards, Tanluan moved to Xuanzhong
Temple, which was built on a cliff, and
continued his study of Pure Land Buddhism.

Several key ideas proposed by Tanluan include:

Difficult and easy ways: Tanluan's most
representative theory is that of the countless ways to
practice Buddhism, some are difficult, and others are
easy. Tanluan deemed that believing in Amitabha and
Pure Land was the only easier way and that the other
ways were all difficult.

Relying on others' power: Others' power comes
from the 48 promises of Amitabha. Relief comes with
the help of the power from Amitabha's original
promises.

Approaches to prayer: According to Hinayana there
are four approaches to prayer, including observing
Buddha images, visualizing Buddha, reciting the names
of Buddha, and enacting Buddhism through daily
activities. Tanluan suggested prayer by reciting the name

49 of Amitabha and visualizing the Pure Land.
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The grotto exhibits stories in the View of Amitayus, No. 15
cave at Anyue Grottoes. Tang Dynasty.

The niche is 250 c¢m tall, 300 cm wide and 60 cm deep.
The height of statue is 190 ¢cm. The statue of Qianfoya, located
at Gaoshenxiangtian Village in southeast of Anyue County in
Sichuan and created in Tang Dynasty, stores 21 niche and 365
statues. The niche is based on the View of Amitayus. The Three
Saints of the West and two disciples, surrounded by Buddha,
Bodhisattva, disciples, flying musicians and so on, are carved
in the center of the niche. They are also decorated by
pavilions, pagodas and rails. Canopy is carved on the head of
the Amitabha. There are eight squares carved on the two
columns of the niche respectively, which shows incarcerated
Mrs. Wei Tixi meditates sixteen views to get released.



mitabha is Samboghakaya: Tanluan

contended that Amitabha is

Samboghakaya, who emits light

everywhere, including in man's world.

Ordinary people are somewhat blind - the
light shines on us, but we are not conscious of it.
Reborn in the Pure Land: The easier way takes one to
rebirth in the Pure Land. Tanluan believed that the
core of becoming a Buddha was the heart, not the
body. He also believed that everyone, except those
who defamed Buddhism, could go to the Pure Land,
including the underclass.

One day Tanluan perceived that he would die
soon. He then convened all of his 300 disciples, gave
them a last teaching on the value of strenuous
practice, and had them recite the name of Amitabha.
He faced the west, and died at the age of 80 as music
emanated from the western sky. All his disciples and
some ordinary people recalled this beautiful, elegant
music which gradually diminished in the west. -



The Amitabha statue of Dafo Temple in Bin County,
Shaanxi.

Dofo Temple, built in Tang Dynasty, stores more than
1,000 statues, most of which are from Tang Dynasty. The Three
Saints of the West is worshiped at the main cave. The original
height of the main Amitabha statue was 27 mv, and now it is 19
m. This is why the temple was named as Dafo Temple.
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aochuo, another pioneer of Pure Land

Buddhism, was famous at an early age for

his humility and for respecting the

elderly. He became a monk at the age of

fourteen. When Tanluan was practicing
Pure Land Buddhism at Yuanzhong Temple, a wealth
of strange phenomena appeared. These phenomena
were recorded on a stele to commemorate Tanluan.
Sixty years after Tanluan's death, Daochuo visited
Xuanzhong Temple and was touched by reading the
stories on that stele. He decided to be a disciple of
Tanluan and follow the idea of Pure Land.
Afterwards, Dacchuo lived at Yuanzhong Temple and
studied the classics of Pure Land Buddhism. He
recited the name of Amitabha 70,000 times as a daily
duty. His teachings were vivid and clear, and
attracted people. During teachings, every audience
member held prayer beads and chanted, following
Daochuo. Initially, he advocated counting the
number of Buddha names recited by putting beans in
a bowl, which led the common people to keep many
beans. Then he taught people to string beads on
thread, which was the start of widespread prayer
bead use in China. Soon, even seven-year-old
children could chant Amitabha in Shanxi. Daochuo
was extraordinarily influential at that time. Once,
when Empress Wende became ill, Emperor Tang
Taizong (559-649) went to Yuanzhong Temple to
pray for his wife. '

There is much folklore about Daochuo. Once,
Daochuo was asked to insert lotuses in the ground.
Amazingly, those lotus flowers lived on dry land
for along time. At the age of 71, Daochuo grew
new teeth and became healthier. He died in 654 at
the age of 84. Unlike the theory of Tanluan, the
theory of Dachuo emphasized the classics in
addition to the Pure Land sutras. Dachuo also
believed that Amitabha was Samboghakaya
Buddha and that individuals could only fine relief

53 with the help of Pure Land Buddhism.
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The Amitabha statue of Zhongshan
Grottoes in Zichang, Shaanxi, Northern
Song Dynasty.

Amitabha with the gesture of highest
of the highest stage, surrounded by the
Buddha, disciple, and warrior, thousand
Buddha carved on niche wall. A classic
statue among grottoes in Shaanxi.
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Although many had spread the theory of
Pure Land Buddhism, Shandao, who lived
during the Tang Dynasty, is widely
recognized as the founder of Chinese
Pure Land Buddhism.
Born in Anhui Province (some say Shandong
Province), he became a monk at the age of ten
and took the name Shandao. His original family
name was Zhu. At that time, he was too young to
achieve clear direction in Buddhist theory,
therefore, he concentrated on a comprehensive
grounding in the classics.

As he grew older, he wanted to follow a
certain Buddhist sect, rather than learning
superficially and blindly. One day, he went to
the Buddhist scriptures storage area, prayed, and
randomly picked up a sutra, which was the View
of Amitayus Sutra. After reading it, he was
enchanted by that Pure Land and decided to

55 follow Pure Land Buddhism.
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The image of Shandao

Among the Buddhist imagines sculptured in Qing Dynasty. Shandao
was respected as one of the two leaders, which represent the order of the
founders in the Pure Land Buddhism, and the other is deemed as the
original founder, Huiyuan in Lushan Mountain. Here, in contract with
general Buddhists imagines with plump faces, the appearance of Shandao
is a slim monk living in the mountain, in accord with the expression in The
Biographies of Eminent Monks.
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n the year of Shandao, Donglin Temple,

built by Huiyuan, was prominent and was

the depository of the largest number of

Buddhist classics in the country. Shandao

visited that temple and experienced the
practice life of Huiyuan there.

In 614, Shandao learned that Daochuo would
lecture about the theory of Pure Land Buddhism
at Xuanzhong Temple. Shandao then traveled
thousands of kilometers to go there, ignoring the
harsh winter. Deeply moved, Daochuo told
Shandao his interpretation of the View of
Amitayus Sutra and the method of practice. At
that time, Daochuo was 80 and Shandao was just
29. One day, Daochuo asked Shandao, "If | chant,
can |l bereborninthe Pure Land?" Shandao said,
"You can pick a lotus flower and consecrate it to
the Buddha. If the flower does not wither after
seven days, you can be reborn in the Pure Land.”
According to Shandao's answer, Daokuo
consecrated a lotus to the Buddha and prayed.
After seven days, the lotus was still fresh and in

57 bloom. ‘
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fter several years of travel, Shandao

chose Wuzhen Temple in Xi'an to settle. It

was Wuzhen Temple where legend holds

that Kasyapa Buddha lived before

Shakyamuni died. Shandao became the
leader of Wuzhen Temple and made it even more
well-known. Wuzhen Temple is currently famous for
its wall reliefs and is known as 'the Second
Dunhuang'.

Later, Shandao went to Chang'an City, and lived
in Guangming Temple. During that time, he contacted
the upper class, supervised that construction of
Longmen Grottoes, cultivated disciples, painted
murals, and transcribed sutras. Because of him,
numerous Pure Land Buddhist temples were built in
Chang'an, such as Jianfu Temple, Dayun Temple, and
Shiji Temple. Pure Land Buddhism was accepted by

59 almost all of the classes and had numerous devotees.
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: Vairocana Buddha at Longmen Grotté‘es, Tang dynasty.

, Appointed by the royalty, Shandac supervised the

| construction of the grand Vairocana Buddha and the close-by
Fengxian temple. Shandao died six years after the complement
of this construction.









A figured stele of the Maitreya Pure Land and the Amitabha Pure lLand. Tang
Dynasty. Unearthed in Yanchang, Shaanxi province.



Chapter. 111
Temple Xiangji

ncestor Court is where the originators

of Buddhism lived, thought, and

debated. There are three ancestor

courts of Pure Land Buddhism in China

Donglin Temple in Jiangxi, Xuan

Zhong Temple in Shanxi, and Xiangji Temple in

Shaanxi. The leading exponents of this school of

Buddhism in the three temples are Huiyuan, from

AD 334 to AD 416 (Eastern Jin Dynasty); Tanluan,

from AD 476 to AD 542 (Northern and Southern

Dynasties); and Shandao from AD 613 to AD 681
(Tang Dynasty), respectively.
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handao visited Huiyuan and identified

Tanluan as his tutor. After Tanluan died in 641,

Shandao went to the capital city, Chang'an,

and began to spread the idea of Pure Land

Buddhism and, finally, a theoretical structure
of Pure Land Buddhism. Shandao died in 681. His
stupa was in the south of Chang'an. To commemorate
this extraordinary Buddhist teacher, one of his
disciple, Huaiyun, built a magnificent temple, named
Xiangji, around the stupa of Shandao.

There are two arguments in academia regarding
the start of Xiangji Temple construction. Certain
historical documents state that construction began in
681, the year Shandao died, while other records
suggest that temple construction began in 706. An
ancient stele discovered in Xiangji Temple sheds light
on this argument. This stele records details about the
life of Huaiyun, progress of temple construction, and
Buddhist activities held in Xiangji. The stele
inscription suggests that the construction leader was
Huaiyun, who died in 701. It is thus impossible for
Huaiyun to have built the temple in 706. | speculate
that 706 is the year of completion. This stele is now
on display in the Forest of Stone Steles Museum in
Shaanxi. ’



The pagoda of Xiangji temple in 21" Century.

At first, the pagoda of Xiangji Temple was called 13-
storey-stupa. As time passed by, people confusing the pagoda
with the one enshrining relics of Shandao called the pagoda
Chongling, which means enshrining the spirit of Shandao.
Then, under the reputation of Xiangji temple, the pagoda has a
name, Xiangji. Those two names are still used today.
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he temple's name, Xiangji, follows the
name of a Buddha who was documented by
the classic Buddhist scripture, Vimalakirti
Nirdes Sutra. In fact, few Buddhist temples
used Buddha names, thus Xiangji Temple
stands out.

Vimalakirti Nirdes Sutra was translated into
Chinese by an Indian Buddhist, Kumarajiva, who was
invited by the emperor during the Later Qin Dynasty
(384-417) to translate and disseminate Buddhist
classics in China.

In brief, this book tells the story of Vimalakirti,
an erudite Indian Upasaka, famous for his
extraordinary wisdom. In the cause of spreading
Buddhism to his visitors, he pretended to be ill to
attract attention. Millions visited him, including the
emperor, ministers, princes, and scholars. All then
began to accept his view and to follow Buddhism.
Meanwhile, omniscient Shakyamuni dispatched his
disciples to visit Vimalakirti. However, almost all of
his disciples. including Sariputta, Mahakasyapa, and
Maitreya were afraid of debating Vimalakirti. The
most intelligent disciple, Manjushri, was finally
assigned this task. Because the debate would be
between two wise and well-informed men, nobody
wanted to miss it.
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Verdant Mountains in front 6f the Xiangji Temple
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he discussion centered on whether
liberation was possible only through living
in atemple and becoming a traditional
Buddhist. Vimalakirti supported the idea
that self-improvement was more important
than other superficial limitations.

The debate lasted for a long time. Sariputta was
afraid because noon was approaching and everyone
would be hungry. Vimalakirti perceived his concern,
and conjured a Budhisattava to a fragrant pure land
in Xiangji Buddha's charge. Soon, the Budhisattava
returned with an alms bowl filled with appetizing
food. Vimalakirti shared the food. Amazingly, this
small bowl contained enough food to feed all
present. After enjoying this wonderful food, people
felt full of well-being and emitted a sweet fragrance.

Kumarajiva published his translation. The novel
views involved in the Vimalakirti Nirdesa Sutra
spread widespread and sent shock waves through
Chinese Buddhism, especially ideas that clearly
argued believers could improve themselves at home
rather than becoming professional Buddhists.

The construction of Xiangji witnessed the
ascendency of the Tang Dynasty. The decline of
Xiangji was followed by the waning of the Tang
Dynasty. This process also mirrors the rise and fall of
Buddhism in China.

Since the Tang emperors declared themselves to
be descendant of Lao-tzu, Buddhism was at first
unable to play the dominant role in religious affairs.
During Tang Taizong's reign (627-649), disputes
between Buddhists and Taoists were frequent. In 640,
Shi Falin, a Buddhist, was accused of slandering the
royalty by a Daoist, Qin Shiying, and was jailed. "As
your book states that reciting Avalokitesvara can
protect against injury, | will let you recite and then
kill you seven days later," said Taizong. Seven days
later, Taizong went to see Falin, and asked whether
the mantra had worked. Falin said ironically, "l have
been reciting your name these days instead of

69 Avalokitesvara." Finally, Taizong spared him.
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The image of a story of the Vimaiakirti scripture, Yungang
Grottoes Cave No. 6, North Wei Dynasty. The mural expresses
a discussion between Vimaiakirti and Manjusri Buddisattva
when Manjusri Buddisattva visited Vimaiakirti's home.
Sakyamun is in the middle of the graph. Vimaiakirti waving a
feather fan became his classical signature.



%
71
=

evertheless, the following emperors -

Gaozong, Zhongzong, Ruizong, and

Empress Wu Zetian - were Buddhist

supporters. When Gaozong was prince,

he appreciated Xuanzhuang and wrote a
preface for Xuanzhuang's sutra translation.
Furthermore, Empress Wu Zetian had been a nun after
her husband, Taizong's, death, and highly regarded
Buddhism during her reign. Buddhism reached its
peak throughout this period.

The most serious challenge to the Tang Dynasty,
the An Lushan-Shi Siming Rebellion in 775, resulted in
the Emperor expelled from Chang'an by rebels.
Xiangji Temple was used as barracks for defenders and
also was a scene of conflict. Later, separatist regimes
became powerful. In 782, four governors allied with
the Governor of Huaixi, who was named Li Xilie,
rebelled. Xiangji Temple was greatly damaged during
this battle.

Chinese Buddhism did not experience plain
sailing. The Four Buddhist calamities supported by
four emperors, respectively in history, were: Taiwu
(408-452) during the Northern Wei Dynasty, Wudi
(543-578) during the Northern Zhou Dynasty,
Wuzong (814-846) during the Tang Dynasty, and
Shizhong (921-959) during the Latter Zhou Dynasty.
The difficult time during the Wuzong reign was called
the Huichang Calamity. This was the greatest
catastrophe for Chinese Buddhists, which also
resulted in great destruction for Xiangji Temple. On
the one hand, as a Taoist believer, Wuzong appointed
Taoists to attack Buddhism. On the other hand,
Buddhists were powerful during the Tang Dynasty and
compromised economy development. They held huge
tracts of land and were eligible for tax-free status.
During that time, almost 4,600 temples in China were
damaged; temple property was confiscated, and
about 260,000 Buddhists were forced to return to
secular life. Subsequently, temples in famous places
used to enshrine relics by the royalty were fading
away.



Two heavenly Kings discovered in the temple Xiangji
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The Stupa and the Pagoda

redictably, under such a ruthless order,
Xiangji Temple found it difficult to survive.
Scanning historical documents in
subsequent dynasties reveals regular
mention of Xiangji Temple, but only regret
and sympathy. We feel the feeble breath of Xiangji,
which has never been forgotten by history.

After Shakyamuni's death, relics were placed in
stupas - tombs in India - and probably symbolized
Mount Meru, the sacred mountain of the Buddhist
universe. With Buddhist development, stupas were
not only for Shakyamuni but also for important
Buddhist saints. Furthermore, pagodas were built to
enshrine stupas and, as such, became key objects of
worship.

Of the two primary pagoda styles during the Tang
Dynasty, the earlier one — the pavilion style —
physically resembles the Chinese pavilion, which is
similar to the Xuanzhuang Pagoda in Xingjiao Temple
(Xi'an, Shaanxi), and the pagoda in Huayan Temple
(Xi'an, Shaanxi). The other style features an arc
outline and the bottom stories are much higher than
those at the top, e.g., the Small Wild Goose Pagoda
in Xi'an. Furthermore, the number of stories is less
inside than the outside, which means that this kind of
pagoda has sometimes nine or more stories which do
not have real windows, known as fake stories, if you
look outside. In contrast, the stories which you can
climb to the top are called real stories. If you want to
climb to the top of the pagoda using the steps inside,
you will find that the distance between the fake
stories are closer when you climb higher. One real
story comprises two or more fake stories when
counted from outside. ’
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The pagoda of Xuanzhuang in Xingjiao temple.
Located in Changan district, Xi'an, since Tang dynasty, this
pagoda has been enshrining the relics of Xuanzhuang.
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Pagodas and Buddha

[though the ancient Xiangji Temple was
destroyed long ago, ruins of the two
pagodas have remained for centuries. The
stele informs us that after construction of
Shandao's stupa, Huaiyun began building

the Chonglin Pagoda and moved the stupa inside.
This pagoda has 13 stories with a gradually
diminishing square cross section. In addition, each
side features a window and reached more than
33 meters high. Visitors reach the top by climbing the
interior stairs. It is also the symbol of Xiangji Temple.
People generally used the term 'Xiangji Temple
Pagoda' (or 'Shandao Pagoda') instead of 'Chonglin
Pagoda'. The smaller one, built in 725 for Jingye, the
first abbot of Xiangji Temple, was a five-story
pavilion style pagoda and 14.7 meters high.

The Xiangji pagodas are made of brick; however,
in earlier times, wood pagodas were common, e.g.,
the Yingxian Wood Pagoda built during the Liao
Dynasty (907-1125) in Shanxi. Since wood easily rots,
bricks were turned to, which are more stable and
more easily allow architects to achieve their designs.
Meanwhile, we can still locate colored drawing and
sculptures decorating the Xiangji pagodas.



No. 3 stupa in Sanchi, India.

“Cui Du Po” is the earliest Chinese name of stupas, which
means tomb, the place enshrining relics of Buddha and
representing the nirvana. No. 3 stupa in Sanchi represents the
original form of pagodas, which is a hemisphere with a square
as well as a rode in the top. There is a balustrade around the
stupa with four doors in four directions.
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The Relics

fter disseminating Buddhism for 45 years,

Shakyamuni had become an extremely

influential religious leader in north India,

and died under two sal trees in

Kushinagar. The Mallas in Kushinagar
wanted to keep his relics, as did seven others who
struggled to keep these holy relics. While, "We are all
educated by Shakyamuni, but now we war over his
relics. Your behavior violates Shakyamuni's spirit," a
Brahman persuaded. Then, the Brahman shared relics
among the eight countries and settled the conflict.
During that period, the relics themselves — though
actually meaningless - represented Shakyamuni.
Afterwards, they became key holy objects and were
worshiped by believers. The original advocate was
King Ashoka (BC 304-232).

One morning, Shakyamuni and Ananda were
begging for alms in Rajagaha and met two children
playing in some sand. One child scooped up a handful
of sand, put it into Shakyamuni's bowl, and said,
"Here is flour | give to you." Shakyamuni smiled in
response. "Why are you smiling?" asked Ananda. "Two
hundred years after my death, this child will
reincarnate as a powerful king named Ashoka. He will
unify the country, spread my teachings, and distribute
my relics," the Buddha said. As predicted, Ashoka
consolidated ancient India by force, but later
regretted his ruthlessness. He then began to support
Buddhism, and again divided the relics that had been
contained in eight stupas into 84,000 parts, sharing
them with millions of places, supposedly including
places in China. Afterwards, relics became
increasingly important. It was even believed that
people could see the relics in different colors which

77 suggested their fate.
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The image of Nirvana, Shanxi Provincial Museum of
Art. The image of Nirvana is from the Nirvana stele in
Wu Zetian period.
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n China, relic worship flourished during the Tang
Dynasty. In 631, when Emperor Tang Taizong
made sacrifices to relics in Famen Temple, which
was recognized as the most famous imperial
Buddhist activity during this period, a Buddhist

monk named Xuanzhuang arrived in India and began
his decade-long study in the oldest Buddhist
University, Nalanda. Fourteen years later, in 645,
Xuanzhuang returned to China with many Sanskrit
Buddhist scriptures and 105 relics. Later, in 671,
another monk, Yijing, left for India by sea and, 20
years later, brought around 200 relics back to China.

In fact, the relics were deemed to be so mysterious
that they were even off limits to royalty. A famous
Tang Dynasty minister, Li Linfu (683-752), was so
crafty that he rewarded Buddhists with his personal
belongings. He once summoned a monk to chant and
gave him a present rolled in a beautiful handkerchief.
The monk was initially appreciative, but disappointed
when he discovered that it was a rusted nail. When he
took the nail to an international market, and tried to
sell it, he was surprised when an ethnic merchant was
willing to pay a million liang of gold. Finally, the
rusted nail turned out to be a relic.

Xiangji stele inscriptions tell us that Xiangji Temple
was also a place for imperial relic worship. Emperor
Gaozong (628-683) of Tang and also, perhaps his wife,
Wu Zetian, enshrined thousands of relics in Xiangji
Temple, demonstrating the imperial status of Xiangji

79 Temple.
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A hemisphere stupa in ancient India.
Sanchi, India.



The Layout of the Complex

he evolution of the Buddhist-building

complex layout is regarded as a process of

Buddhism gradually absorbed by Chinese

culture. In the early phase, the pagoda

occupied the center of the complex, as in
the laycut style in India. The earliest recorded
Buddhist monastery is White Horse Temple (Luoyang,
Henan Province.) during the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-
220). The builder copied the layout in India, putting
the pagoda in the center and arranging Buddha Halls
on the sides. This style continued until the Jin and the
Southern and Northern dynasties (220-589). In the
wake of advocating Buddhism by the regime during
the Northern Wei Dynasty (368-534), Buddhist
architecture underwent a fascinating transformation.
It became fashionable for people to give their own
houses as temples as acts of charity. Such houses
enshrined the figure of Buddha in the main building,
with no room for pagodas or for placing the Buddha
figure in a special yard.

This layout style continued during the Tang
Dynasty. As a prime example, the pagoda in Xiangji
Temple (now named Xiangji Temple Pagoda) complex
was designed to be on the border; while the Buddha
hall replaced the pagoda and occupies the most
significant role in the overall arrangement of the
complex.

Xiangji Temple has been ruined for centuries. |
tried to discover the real extent of this complex with
archaeologists. However, because there are various
buildings nearby, it was very challenging to achieve
my plan. )



Small towers in the temple garden Xiangji
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Architectural Features

7 .' jj : 4

eveloped from Chinese traditional
courtyard-style buildings, Chinese
temples are usually built in two forms:
the Palace Buddha hall type and the Attic
Buddha hall type. Xiangji Temple belongs
to the former. Generally, the Palace Buddha hall type
is the same as an emperor's palace or official mansion
in terms of architectural features, because many
officials donated their mansions to temples to gain
merit from the Tang Dynasty. In the Palace Buddha
hall type, the Buddha Hall is evolved from the palace
lobby while the palace's rear area was the monks'
living quarters. The one-floor rectangular courtyard
ﬁ‘f is suitable for the layout of statue. The attic Buddha
hall type is built to enshrine a huge statue. The most
83 famous one in Shaanxi is Dafo Temple in Bin County.
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Temple Murals

n terms of historical heritage, paintings and
sculptures played the major role in Pure Land
Buddhism art, especially murals depicting
stories in Pure Land scriptures, sculptures of
three saints of the West, single statues of

Amitabha and Avalokitesvara Buddhisattva. Most of
such artwork can be found in Chinese grottos, such as
Dunhuang, Yungang, Longmen, Guanyuan, and
Zhongshan.

Temple murals are painted in monasteries and
mostly depict scripture stories, Buddhist stories,
famous monks, temples, and pagodas. Tang Dynasty
murals in ancient Chang'an were commonly created
by prestigious period painters such as Wu Daozi and
Yang Yanguang.

Murals by Shandao were originally more
concerned with a religious worldview. These murals
are splendid from an artistic standpoint. Even after
Shandao's death, development of temple murals
never stopped. The best successor of Shandao, Wu
Daozi, a Tang Dynasty painter famous for religious
character paintings, created more than 300 temple
murals that were not limited in exhibiting Pure Land
Buddhist stories, but extended to show temples
during that period. '
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The image of Bodhisattva by Wu Daozi
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urals in Jianfu and Anguo temples
were created by Wu Daozi and based
on the Vimalakirti sutra. The former
temple — during the Tang Dynasty -
covered an area of 99,900 square
meters and was home to more than 200 monks. It is
located in the south part of Xi'an, adjacent to the
Small Wild Goose Pagoda. Anguo Temple, built in AD
701, was famous in Chang'an, and flourished during
the mid-Tang Dynasty. Emperor Ruizong of Tang {662-
716) proposed the construction of this temple.
Ruizong was known as Anguo before he became
Emperor. Besides, the center of the Vimalakirti sutra
was expressed by an argument between Manjusri
Bodhisattva and Vimaiakirti about whether people
could only find relief through strict practice in a
monastery. Vimaiakirti won that debate with the
ﬁf claim that practice in a monastery is not the only
way; moreover, living free in the ordinary world
87 could also be deemed as an approach to practice.
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A mural in Tang Dynasty, unearthed in Qingshan Temple site,
This mural was unearthed in the underground palace in

:

t

|

_ Qingshan Temple site, Lintong, Shaanxi, filling the gap of the
existing temple mural in Changan.

|

i
88



z

he Vimalakirti sutra permits people to
enjoy secular life. Temples chose the
Vimalakirti sutra for their murals themes as a
way of demonstrating openness for monks,
lay Buddhists, and common citizens.

Scenes from other scriptures, such as sutras about
Kshitigarbha, the death of Sakyamuni, Maitreya, and
so on also were featured in temple murals. In addition,
stories throughout Sakyamuni's life are widely used
themes. As documented in the sutra, after Sakyamuni
died, Kasyapa, one of Sakyamuni's disciples, was
ordered to depict Sakyamuni's entire life. Such
contents could be drawn entirely and individually.
Most temple murals in Chang'an chose the latter. This
included the most prominent - the mural in Guangzhai
Temple drawn by Yuchi Yisheng, illustrating
Sakyamuni's practice under a Bodhi tree. Sakyamuni
had just finished severe practice that excluded
sleeping, eating, and drinking. Reduced to a skeleton,
he fell into deep thought for seven days and nights
under that tree and finally became a Buddha.
Currently, Guangzhai Temple, built by Emperor
Gaozong Tang in AD 677, is located on the west side of
Xi'an Railway Station. A fortuneteller is said to have
seen strange vapors emitting from Guangzhai District.
Emperor Gaozong then ordered the area excavated. A
stone box was found that contained thousands of
relics. People were astonished by this finding, and

89 constructed a temple there.
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The scripture mural of Maitreya of Cave 148, Dunhuang
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cenes featuring Bodhisattvas, Sakyamuni's

disciples and protectors, and even some

emperors and landscape became the content

of temple murals. For instance, murals by

Lizhen in Chongyi Temple comprised a
protector, Hariti, to present care for children from a
Buddhist perspective. In her previous life, Hariti had
been a pregnant shepherdess. One day, while en route
to a celebration of Pacceka Buddha, she bumped into
a procession of 500 people who invited her to join
them. She was so delighted that she began dancing,
which led to a miscarriage. Meanwhile, the others left
her and continued on to the celebration. Hariti then
went to visit Pacceka Buddha alone, and swore to eat
all the children in the city of Rajagaha. She then ate
one child per day. As expected, she was reborn in
Rajagaha and gave birth to 500 babies. The suffering
local citizens went to pray before the Buddha, who
hid one of Hariti's children. When she cried and
prayed, the Buddha said, "You have 500 children but
you cherish each of them. Have you considered other
parents' feelings who have only one or two children
who you have eaten?" Hariti was so regretful that she
stopped eating children. In Buddhist art, Hariti was
expressed as a lovely middle-aged woman, hugging a
baby with many children surrounding her..
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A Buddhism temples in the mural of stories in Bhaishajyaguru
sutras. On the north wall of Cave No. 6, Mogao Grottoes,
Gansu Province. Bhaishajyaguru is the Buddha in the Eastern
Pure Land, corresponding to Amitabha, the Buddha in the
Western Pure Land.
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Main Buddha

enerally, there is just one main Buddha,

Sakyamuni, enshrined in Theravada

monasteries. In China, three or five

buddha images are commonly

worshipped in the same hall. Three
buddhas may represent the past, present, and future.
Five buddhas generally represent the five directions
or wisdom. Pure Land sculptures feature the three
saints of the West - Avalokitesvara,
Mahasthamaprapta, and Amitabha. There are
numerous single statues of Avalokitesvara. The
ancient sculptures are gathered in grottos and
museums Now.

The earliest Three Saints of the West, including
Amitabha in the middle, Avalokiteshvara on the left,
and Mahasthamaprapta on the right, sculptures in
China exist in grottos in Bingling Temple, Gansu
Province. Afterwards, figures of these three saints
were widely used. Avalokitesvara is a symbol of
compassion; Mahasthamaprapta represents wisdom.
Later, Sakyamuni's two major disciples with two Viras
(strong men) and patrons made the sculptures group
comprise seven figures. Single statues of
Avalokitesvara were also fashionable, since
Avalokitesvara has special characteristics and always
helps people in distress. '
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The Statue of Donggqin, Sui Dynasty, Xi'an Museum. The Statue of
Donggin was unearthed inthe Changle Fang site around May 1947.
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The Statue

riginally, when Sakyamuni was alive,
he did not allow statues of himself to
be made. Around five centuries after
his death, in compliance with this rule,
his followers dared not depict
Sakyamuni as human.

However, with the spread of Buddhism, most
people found it hard to understand the essence of
Sakyamuni's teachings without a concrete,
representative image. Consequently, in an earlier age
in India, people used Sakyamuni's footprint, a bodhi
tree, or even a blank space as a symbol of Sakyamuni
in sculpture. In Sakyamuni's biographies, the lotus
flower stands for his birth, the bodhi tree represents
his understanding of the truth of life, the Chakra
symbol means his teachings, and the pagoda indicates

95 his death.
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early stage.

Enshrining the place of Sakyamuni becoming a Buddha at the
Indian Buddhism early stage.

Enshrining Buddha's Footprint stone at the Indian Buddhism
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Roue bouddhiste, 1éme -2éme siécle, Musée National de Tokyo
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round the first century, a new sentiment

appeared in northwest India. Although

Sakyamuni's body was gone, his spirit still

lived and could not be explained merely

by the lotus, footprints, or emptiness.
Such advocates then began building images of
Sakyamuni, relying on the appearance of an ideal
emperor in folklore, giving him a golden body and a
circle between his eyebrows. This Buddha production
flourished in the northwest where the sculpture style
was greatly influenced by Greece and Rome. It was
called the art of Gandhara.

With the rise of Mahayana Buddhism, Buddhist
sculptures not only depicted Sakyamuni, but also
depicted other such saints as bodhisattvas and arhats.
There were many Buddhist sculptures introduced to
China beginning in the Eastern Han Dynasty. The
most famous is in Leshan, Sichuan Province. It
displays an obvious Gandhara style, especially in the
clothing, drapery, and large hands.

As time passed, the Buddha gradually became
Chinese in clothing style, face, and temperament.
Especially during the Tang Dynasty, the giant Buddha
in the Longmen Grottoes was based on the features of
Empress Wu Zetian.
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The Grand éitreya Buddha in Leshan Mountain, Leshan, Sichuan. '[ 00
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The Basic Qutline

ot just the final resting place of

Shandao, but also the center of

Pure Land Buddhism in the real

world, Xiangji Temple Pagoda (or

Shandao Pagoda) never loses its
luster. Since 1973, the government has repaired
the pagoda and rebuilt the Xiangji complex. The
new Xiangji, roughly spanning 16 hectares in
size, is a Chinese traditional courtyard
comprising five main halls located on a central
axis and several nearby areas.

Generally, the whole temple complex
includes buildings enshrining Buddha and other
buildings that serve as living quarters. Earlier,
the outline of a Chinese monastery was similar
to that in India. One Buddha-enshrining hall
was surrounded by ilvmg quartersin an
independent yard. The entire complex was
comprised of several yards. Since this
configuration was hard to arrange in complex
terrain, it quickly became less popular and was
replaced by another arrangement that puts all of
the buildings enshrining buddhas in the center
line and facing south. The most famous temples
belonging to the latter style are Longxing
Temple in Hebei, Dule Temple in Tianjin, and
Baoguo Temple in Zhejiang. Xiangji Temple also
follows this style.



An aerial view of the Xiangji temple
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herever you near the temple, you

must enter through the front door.

Usually, there are three arched doors

in the main entrance. One is bigger

and the other two are smaller;
standing for release and transcendence. Furthermore,
many monasteries were located in the mountains,
thus their entrances were also called shan-men
'mountain doors'. Temple doors separate religious
and secular worlds.

In many cases, mountain doors were built into a
hall enshrining Buddha's warrior attendants, Vajras,
who represent strength and invincibility and hold a
cane-like weapon. There is a hall in the main entrance
of Xiangji where visitors can purchase souvenirs and
incense, but there are no statues here.

After passing through this hall, visitors encounter
an elegant yard where a rockery surrounded by
flowers is located in the center. Passing the rockery,
we enter another hall for The Four Heavenly Kings
and Maitreya in the center. A statue of Veda with his
weapon before him stands behind Maitreya. This
suggests traveling monks can live there. If the weapon
is carried, it means that the temple is available for
travelers. '



Shan-Men, Mountain Door, Hall in Xiangji temple.
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he following yard is for two towers - the
bell-tower in the east and the drum-tower in
the west. Every morning when the sun rises
from the east, monks toll the bell,
announcing morning prayers. In the
afternoon, as the sun falls, drumbeats announce the
time for everybody.

Finally, a passageway brings us to Mahavira Hall,
the most important center of the temple that usually
enshrines Sakyamuni. However, here, Amitabha, isin
the center, Avalokitesvara is on the left, and
Mahasthamaprapta is on the right. They are three
saint of the West, the Pure Land. Specifically, if we
enter a temple of Huayan Buddhism, statues in
Mahavira Hall should be the three saints of Huayan:
Vairochana in the center, Manjushri on the left who
wields a sword and sits on the back of a lion, and
Samantabhadra on the right, who holds an S-shaped
object representing luck and rides a white elephant
with six tusks.

Behind the main hall, there is a place for teaching,
and also a place for a ritual proclaiming that someone
is a Buddhist. There are statues of Sakyamuni with his
two disciples, Ananda and Mahakasyapa, and a jade
Buddha from Myanmar. In general, an independent
library should be built in the back of the speech-hall,
but it is included in the speech-hall in Xiangji Temple.
The pagoda yard is on the west, where the 11-story
Shandao Pagoda stands. Another small pagoda for
former abbot, Xudong (1922-1999), is located in the

105 northwest.
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Main Buddha in the

temple Xiangji

hree buddhas from the Pure Land Buddhist
viewpoint, feature the Truth Body
(Vairocana Buddha) at the center. 1t is the
most important, representing Sakyamuni's
spirit - the embodiment of truth itself. The
one on the left of Vairocana Buddha is the Reward
Body, representing wisdom. The one to the right is
the physical body of Sakyamuni.
Based on the theory of Three Bodies, Five
}% Dhyani Buddhas, also known as Five Wisdom
Buddhas, were developed to represent the five
107 qualities of the Buddha. )
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Statues in Huangze temple, Guangyuan, Sichuan province.

Two disciples and two Bodhisattvas stand on two sides of
the Buddha, surrounding by the eight group of spiritual beings.
The whole image depicts a plentiful and complete Buddhist
world. In front of such a miraculous world, people could only
express admire. The high quantity skill exhibits the special
temperament of statues in Ming Dynasty, leading the Buddhist
art into a new flourishing ear.
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ccording to documents, Maitreya was

bornin a Brahman family, became one of

Sakyamuni's disciples, had an

extraordinary mastery of Buddhism, and

was deemed Sakyamuni's heir. Maitreya
died while Sakyamuni was still living and was said to
be destined to be reborn five billion years after
Sakyamuni's death. At that time, rice will supposedly
naturally grow from soil, new clothing will come from
trees, and people will have endless life without illness
in a Pure Land for Maitreya.

In China, Maitreya displays a happy. healthy
expression, and a potbelly. This is based on a monk
from the Five Dynasties Period (907-960) named Qici.
Known as a crazy monk, he traveled and carried a
cloth bag. Nobody could understand what he said. He
once sat in front of a temple and said that he'was a
Buddha from the future, but nobody recognized him

109 assuch. He died after that.
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Maitreya Buddha with a pot belly, Fei Lai Feng grotto in Lingyin

temple, Hangzhou. North Song dynasty.




Buddhist scriptures state that the world is like

a disk comprised of nine mountains and eight

seas. The highest mountain in the center of the

disk is Sumeru. On the side of this mountain is

another mountain named Gandhara, which
consists of four peaks in the four directions. Each i
peak has a king with 28 followers. Interestingly,
influenced by a Chinese mythological novel, they
became soldiers in shining armor and have Chinese
names. The King of the East is white and holds a lute,
the King of the South is cyan and holds a sword, the
King of the West is red and a snake coils around his
hand, and the King of the North is green and holds a
parasol.

As the God of War in ancient India, Buddhism
absorbed Veda was a Buddha protector. As
mentioned earlier, the statue of Veda stands behind
Maitreya facing the main hall. The temple is

v unavailable for traveling monks when Veda's weapon
3" touches the floor. However, if he carries the weapon,
111 the temple is open for travelers. 3
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The Statue of Veda in Xiangji Temple.

A statue of Veda with his weapon before him stands
behind Maitreya. This suggests traveling monks can live
there. If the weapon is carried, it means that the temple
is available for travelers.
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ollowing the spirit of Huiyuan, two

Chinese monks, Jianzhen

(688~763)and Zhi'en (?-?), spread the

original Pure Land Buddhism idea to

Japan. Since then, Monk Huiyuan and
Donglin Temple have been deemed as the
ancestor and the Ancestor Court of Japanese
Pure Land Buddhism.

In the eighth century AD, Pure Land
Buddhism spread to Japan via a Japanese
Buddhist, Saicho, one of the eight Japanese who
came to China to study Buddhism doctrine
during the Tang Dynasty. Saicho's disciple, Ennin
(794~864), also a member of the eight
Japanese, played a major role in spreading Pure
Land Buddhism in Japan. Ennin's Diary: The
Record of a Pilgrimage to China in Search of the
Law is a famous book written by Ennin. It
documented Chinese Buddhism, social
circumstances, laws of the Tang Dynasty, and
particular focus on the Huichang Calamity.
Japanese monk Shinran (1173~1262) accepted
Pure Land Buddhism from Tanluan and
constructed the True School of the Pure Land in
Japan. Xuanzhong Temple is still well-known by
Japanese as the Ancestor Court of the True
School of the Pure Land. Through the hard work
of Ennin and Japanese monks who followed
him, Japanese Pure Land Buddhism completely
absorbed Chinese Pure Land Buddhism content
and identified Tanluan, Daochuo, and Shandao
as its three ancestors.



Kyoto, Japon

Salle de Phoenix, Byodoin
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or these reasons, Shandao enjoys a
respected reputation in Japanese Pure Land
Buddhism. In Japanese Pure Land Buddhism
paintings, the image of Shandao always
appears with Amitabha, Avalokitesvara, and

Samantabhadra. Accordingly, Xiangji Temple is also
important. Certain of its activities included the
ceremony for the Pure Land Buddhism originator in
Japan, Honen (1133-1212), and Shandao.

For these reasons, Shandao enjoys a respected
reputation in Japanese Pure Land Buddhism. In
Japanese Pure Land Buddhism paintings, the image of
Shandao always appears with Amitabha,
Avalokitesvara, and Samantabhadra. Accordingly,
Xiangji Temple is also important. Certain of its
activities included the ceremony for the Pure Land
Buddhism originator in Japan, Honen (1133- 1212)

115 and Shandao.
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Xiangji Temple -
In the Eyes of Poets

ith the Zhongnan Mountains in front, the
capital city, Chang'an, located behind, and
surrounded by springs and rivers, Xiangji

Temple was deemed a particularly attractive location
in Chinese traditional culture. Historically, the
southern part of Chang'an was a place for
entertainment and religion. The emperor and
aristocrats went there to hunt, sacrifice, and sightsee.
Xiangji Temple was destined to be documented by
famous writers and poets. Among them, the most
influential was Wang Wei, a poet and painter.

Wang Wei (699-761) lived during the Tang
Dynasty and is representative of Tang poets. A poem
named Passing by Xiangji Temple is deemed one of

117 hisimpressionist masterpieces:
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In a morning after rain,

Xiangji Temple and the stupas are
surrounded by forest and warm clouds;
Someone chants Buddhist scripture;
Though far from the temple, | hear...

Wang Wei

Scholar Vimalakirti
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A Tang Dynasty Buddhist temple image in the lintel of the big wild goose pagoda. Xi'an
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List of mural paintings: sources and credits

3  Lotus

6  Thecarving stone of the Western Pure Land of Northern

Dynasty unearthed at Wanfo Temple in Chengdu, Sichuan.
Photograph by Wen Jun

8 Thebuddha statue in the Grottoes of Yungang
10 Buddha of Ming Dynasty, private collection

12 The Amitabha statue constructed by Liu Xuanyi at
Longmen Grottoes. Image source: Institute of Longmen
Grottoes: "Longmen Grottoes Carving Crafts Series - Buddha",
plate 84, Relic Press, 1995,

14 Views of the Pure World on the side wall of the Leshan Giant
Buddha statue, Tang Dynasty. Photograph by Wen Jun

16 The Buddha statue of ample gown and loose girdle at
Longmen Grottoes.

18 Figure de sutra de I'Amitayous, Grotte n° 18 des Grottes de
I'Anyue dans la montagne de Muyu

20 The Amitabha statue of Zhongshan Grottoes in Zichang,
Shaanxi, Northern Song Dynasty.

22 Theimage of three honored ones coming to greet, including

Amitabha and two Bodhisattvas. Image source: Buddha: The
Spread of Buddhist Art in Asia P.157, NHK,1998. 13th Century

24 Guiding Bodhisattva of Dunhuang murals, Tang Dynasty.
British Museum

26 The statue of Water Moon Avalokitesvara of No. 19 _
Avalokitesvara scripture cave of Pilu cave at Anyue Grottoes,
Song Dynasty

28 The Nirvana diagram of Dazu Rock Carvings in Chongqing
Photograph by Wen Jun

¥4 30 Carving stone of the Western Pure Land, Xiangtangshan
Grottoes of Hebei of the Northern Qi Dynasty, Freer Gallery of
145 ArtCollectionU.S. ’
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32 Niche of View Sutra of Amitayus the grotto No. 245
in the late Tang to the mountain of North Dazu, Chongqing

34 Theimage of sacrificing live to feed tiger of Dunhuang
frescoes, Tang Dynasty.

36 Theimage of Buddhain 1-2 Century in India. Photograph by
Hou Xintian.

38 Stone made the statue of Maitreya Buddha sitting with
crossed feet. Collected by Xi'an stele forest museum.

40 Crosslegged Maitreya of Yungang Grottoes. Northern Wei.
Photography by Liu Peng.

41-42 Buddhas on the north wall of Guangsheng Pilu Temple

43 Huiyuan's statue, Eastern Jin. Source: the website of
Donglin Temple.

46 The earliest statue of the Three Saints of the Westin China.
Source: Figure 21 from Bingling Temple Grottoes in Yongjing in
China.

48 Tanluan and his disciples. Source: The Buddhist legend,
Page 87, original written by $hi Baccheng in Ming Dynasty,
translated to contemporary article by Li Kehe in 2004, Yuelu
Press. g

50 The grotto exhibits stories in the View of Amitayus, No. 15
grotto at Anyue Grottoes. Tang Dynasty. Source: Liu Changjiu,
April 1997, The Art of Anyue Grottoes, Page 51, Sichuan Renmin
Press.

52 The Amitabha statue of Dafo Temple in Bin County,
Shaanxi. Photograph by Yan Hong.

54 The Amitabha statue of Zhongshan Grottoes in Zichang,
Shaanxi, Northern Song Dynasty. Photograph by Yan Hong.

56 Theimage of Shandao.

Photo Source: Yuan Zihui and Edited by Zhang Zanxi, 2006, The
Imagines of Buddhist Art, Volume 2: 255, Zhejiang Ancient
Books Publishing House.



58 Amusician playing Pipa with her hands behind her back of
grotto No.112, Dunhuang. Tang Dynasty. Image source: The
Dunhuang dictionary, Ji Xianlin, 1998, Page: 30. Shanghai
Dictionary Press.

60 Vairocana Buddha at Longmen Grottoes, Tang dynasty.
Photograph by Yan Hong.

61-62 The scripture mural of Maitreya of grotto 148, Dunhuang.

Source: Ji Xianlin, 1998, Dunhuang Dictionary, Shanghai
Lexicographical Publishing House

63 Afigured stele of the Maitreya Pure Land and the Amitabha
Pure Land. Tang Dynasty. Unearthed in Yanchang, Shaanxi
province.

66 The pagoda of Xiangji temple in 21 Century. Photograph
by Yan Hong.

68 Verdant Mountains in front of the Xiangji Temple.
Photograph by Yan Hong.

70 Theimage of a story of the Vimaiakirti scripture, Yungang
Grottoes Cave No. 6, North Wei Dynasty. Photograph by Hou
Xintian.

72 Two heavenly Kings discovered in the temple Xiangji

74 The pagoda of Xuanzhuang in Xingjiao temple.
Located in Changan district, Xi'an. Photograph by Yan Hong.

76 No. 3 stupain Sanchi, India. Photograph by Yan Hong.

78 Theimage of Nirvana, Shanxi Provincial Museum of
Art. Photography by Liu Peng.

80 Ahemisphere stupain ancientIndia. Sanchi, India.
Photograph by Hou Xintian.

82 Small towers in the temple garden Xiangji

84 The mural aboutthe Buddhisttemple in Tang Dynasty,
Grotto No. 148, Dunhuang, Gansu.

86 Theimage of Badhisattva by Wu Daozi

88 Amuralin Tang Dynasty, unearthed in Qingshan Temple

147 site.
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90 The scripture mural of Maitreya of Cave 148, Dunhuang

92 ABuddhismtemplesinthe mural of storiesin
Bhaishajyaguru sutras.

94 The Statue of Donggqin, Sui Dynasty, Xi'an Museum.The
Statue of Dongqin was unearthed in the Changle Fang site
around May 1947.

96 Enshrining Buddha's Footprint stone atthe Indian
Buddhism early. Photograph by Hou Xintian.

Enshrining the place of Sakyamuni becoming a Buddha at
the Indian Buddhism early stage. Photograph by Hou Xintian.

97-98 Buddhist wheel, 1th-2nd century Tokyo National
Museum

100 The Grand Maitreya Buddhain Leshan Mountain, Leshan,
Sichuan. Photograph by Wen Jun.

102 An aerial view of the Xiangji temple. Drew by Duan Wei.

104 Shan-Men, Mountain Door, Hall in Xiangji temple.
Photograph by Liu Peng.

106 TourdelaCloche etla Tour du Tambour du tample Xiangji
Mahavira Hall in Xiangji temple. Photograph by Liu Peng.

108 StatuesinHuangze temple, Guangyuan, Sichuan province.

Two disciples and two Bodhisattvas stand on two sides

110 Maitreya Buddha with a pot belly, Fei Lai‘i:eng grottoin
Lingyintemple, Hangzhou. North Song dynasty.

112 The Statue of Veda in Xiangji Temple. Photograph by Liu
Peng.

114 Room Phoenix, Byodoin, Kyoto, Japan
116 Temple of four kings in Osaka

119 A Tang Dynasty Buddhisttemple image in the lintel of the
big wild goose pagoda, Xi'an

The plan of the temple according to the Tang painting Altar
Sutra Tang
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The plan of the Tang temple according to the Taﬁg paint-i'ng Altar Sutra
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|, seventy-one years, no longer have to write

poems.

Read sutra hurts my eyes, do something

good fatigue my body,

how to make easer the life ?

VWhen | talk, it is Amitabha,

when | walk, it is also Amitabha,

when I sit, it is still Amitabha,

even when | am very overwhelmed as an

arrow,

but | do not forget Amitabha.

The sun sets but the path is still far,

and is nearly at the end.

However my heart is still clear and pure

through prayer Amitabha.

People who know life laugh at me, Amitabha

is not all.

How we do if we know all or we do not

know all,

| suggest all buddhists and all the monks pray

together Buddha Amitabhal!
-Bai Juyi (772-846) Great Tang poet
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