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Mahayana Buddhist 
Philosophy*

Anthony Ridenour
Philosophy 450

How is Mahayana Buddhism philosophically di!erent from 
Hinduism and Hinayana Buddhism?
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of Empty Logic
Hinayana and Mahayana is that while Hinayanists assert 
the reality of dharmas, elements or entities, Mahayanists 

Atman-Brahman, 
dharmas

Mahayana, to maintain the Atman-Brahman
dharmas

How did Nagarjuna argue for the emptiness of causality? Do 
you agree to his arguments? Why or why not?

reductio 
ad absurdum

is then the full action of causality, and the Middle Way is 

a restatement of the Middle Way and pratityasamutpada, then I 
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Who is the Buddha? Is he a divine being or merely a human 
being in the eyes of the Buddhists?

Dharma and the Sangha
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