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Preface

In the curriculum of the Karmapa Institute three months
altogether are devoted to learning daily spoken Tibetan. Two books
deal with this subject. Beginners study the book Collogquial 1 during
the whole first semester of the first level. On the second level the
book Colloguial 2 is studied for one month. All the remaining time is
spend on acquiring skills in the classical language.

Though the emphasis is on being learned in classical Tibetan
and becoming a translator still it is meaningful to learn spoken
Tibetan in order to be able to communicate with Tibetans in daily
life. Most of the students in KIBI meet Tibetans either while
travelling in Nepal, India, and Sikkim, or in Europe during lama
visits. Moreover, nowadays Tibetan teachers explain Dharma mixing
spoken language into the classical. That is another reason why it is
necessary to learn spoken Tibetan.

The purpose of this book is to enable you to converse in Tibetan.
No prior knowledge of Tibetan is needed. '

The Alphabet
Lesson 1

1. Helpful hints for writing and reading:
a) Writing

b) Reading .

Presentation of the first 12 letters:
a)Writing

b)Reading

c)Pronounciation

3. Excercises

Check your knowledge

5. What is to be memorized

o

o

1. Helpful hints for writing and reading
a) Writing

In order for the letters to become nice one should from the very
start put some energy into learning the direction and order in which
the lines of a letter should be drawn as well as put much attention
into how the lines look. A few helpful hints might be:

- at the beginning use only a pencil; it is quite difficult to get
nice shapes when training with a ball-pen. When you become pretty
good at drawing the letters you can change the penclil o a pen.

- the best is if you get yourself a note book with ruled paper or one
may draw the lines oneself

- the letters should be drawn gquite big since it is easier to control
the shape. Later on one can decide what size is the most suitable for
making notes and excercices

- 1t 1is extremely helpful to, from the very beginning, draw the
letters by simply copying them through transparent paper. The main
chart with the alphabet and small charts with the combined letters




can be used for this purpose

- always remember the direction and the order of the lines, in other
words the stroke order

- notice that the Tibetan letters are characterized by having both
thin and thick lines. Try yourself to draw the letters in the same
way - a pencil is very good for this purpose for one can by turning
it in a special way express both kinds of lines .

- what 1is also very important is to pronounce the letters while
drawing them

- do not consider many hours you will have to spend above the desk
writing the letters again and again as wasted time. On the contrary

the frults of that careful and diligent work will come and you will
be very satisfied

b) Reading

- the fastest and most efficient way to learn is to read the letters’
together with a Tibetan person. Since the teachers are Tibetans this

will not present any problem. It is almost impossible for a Westerner .
to pronounce the letters with their specific pitch and tone in the

same way as Tibetans do. Thus, advice number one is to learn from
them.

- each language has its own phonetic systems for foreign languages.

Here you will find the most .universal one. Through listening to a

Tibetan and looking at the system you will recognize what English
connotation correponds to which Tibetan letter.

~ do not get discouraged if vyour pronounciation does not sound as

perfect as you would like it to be. What is the most important is

that you can distinguish between the letters when listening to a

Tibetan.

- you have read so many advices on what to do. Now one very important

advice on what you should not do: You should never under any

circumstaces write the pronounciation under the Tibetan letters in

your own language. Simply, never do it! Learn from the beginning to

read and write directly and only in Tibetan! It will pay. you off

immensely. Though it might appear a bit tough in the beginning, you

will learn faster by avoiding to write the pronounciation. It is a

fact that a pronounciation is given in the charts, but it is only for

sake of knowing how to pronounce the letters.

- 30 letters of the alphabet is pretty much to learn by heart You

could try to learn it by heart by reciting it every day many times.

There -is—one—checked-method—If—you-have a rosary; recitethe whole
alphabet 108 times with it in the hand. After that you will know it
by heart.

- finally a last hint. Cut small square pieces of paper and write on

each piece one letter. Mix all the pieces and try to recognize and
read the letters one by one.



2. Presentation of the first 12 letters

’

a)Writing




b)Reading
Read the letters combining them into groups of four each:
T om X -
z x e ¥
5 - 5 &
c)Prohounciation

As mentioned, a full and accurate account of Tibetan prdnounciation'
is fairly complex, and 1is best learnt from a native speaker.- A
simplified version 1s here presented as a pronounciation guide. Next - -
to the Tibetan letters you will find English words. A blueprint
letter points to the approximate pronounciation' of a respective
Tibetan letter. For example 7 is pronounced like the English k in

king. Given English words are meant to be only a support in your home
study since the correct pronounciation will be given in the classes
by a Tibetan teacher. If you find some word in your own language in
which a certain letter coresponds more accurately to the Tibetan, you
are welcome to write it next to the words already given.

kill, king, seek, cap

=

ink-horn, cold

A

ay gun, go, dog, gone, good

sing, king, ring

n

Vg teacher, chill

F 3 church-hill, c¢hamp, touchhole

m

jetz jump, Jjam, Jack

% canyon, news

bl hatter, scatter

a nut-hook, - toe .
5 - dice, déhé:i

Y nut, no, ﬁoﬁ

A detailed presentation of phonetical transcription will be
presented in the book Colloguial 2. It 1is not necessary at the
beginner level to present a more advanced pronounciation system,
especially since you are .going to hear the correct Tibetan
pronounciation everyday in the class. Thus, you can get used to the
pronounciation through listening rather than by means c¢f a written
theory. However, for the sake of showing how the tongue should be



placed while pronouncing words and to point out the low and high
pitches the following chart has been made. Do not let the chart
confuse you, but treat it as a possible support. You can decide for
yourself whether it is useful or not. You may omit this part in your
home studies and concentrate on learning what is the most important
and which is underlined in the memorization part.




unaspirated | aspirated aspirated unaspirated
surd high pitch sonant nasal
short long soft & long
high pitch low pitch low pitch
uttural ’ .
g “. F. q. c
alatal
p 5 PX £ ﬁ'
dental . .
5 g

3. Excercises

a) Train writing the letters according to the advices given
previously. Write them for as long as needed until you have
perfected them.

b) Read many times the 12 letters in the given order
and according to the advices.

4. Check your knowledge

a) How do you read and in which order and direction do you
draw the lines of the following letters:

a O

5 7 <

£ g 3

b) Say all twelve letters by heart.

5. What is to be memorized

\

Er

a) The order and direction in which one draws the
lines of the letters
b) Recitation of the twelve letters

e

o




Lesson 2

’

1. Presentation of the second set of the twelve letters:
a)writing
b)reading

2. Excercices

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized

W

62;137//W 1.Presentation of the second set of the twelve letters.

a)writing




b) Reading

Read the letters combining them into groups of four each:

c) Pronounciation

4N page, pull, people, pat

uphill, pen, top-hat

&’

o boy, ball, bubble, bard
.38 man, map, mat
< parts, grits, eats, hats

S tsar

I

guards, adds
Y way, wave, water

3 shone, leisure, shah




EX azure, as, sargeant

2

a hour, honour
wr yard, year, yes, yawn
unaspirated | aspirated aspirated unaspirated
surd high pitch sonant nasal
short long soft & long
high pitch low pitch low pitch
labial
7y _ @ Q- 3
_ﬁalatal— , . . .
sibilant g ) & E 4
sibilant
W @' 3 aQ

2. Excercices

a) Train yourself in writing the letters according
to the advices

b) Read the 12 letters many times in the given

=S 3. Check your knowledge
éi;ﬂ o aj)

How do you read the following letters:

A
D
|
LN
i
tH
m

g

4. What is to be memorized

a) The order in which one draws the lines of the
letters

b) The given letters in their correct order




’

1. Presentation of the six remaining letters:
a)writing
b) reading
c)pronounciation

2. Presentation of the four vowels:
a)writing
b)reading
c)pronounciation

d)spelling
3. Exercices
4. Check your knowledge

5. What i1s to be memorized

éé;{:///\ 1. Presentation of the six remaining letters:

a) Writing

N\

40.




b) Reading

Read the letters combining them into groups:

= a g
5w

c) Pronounciation

x- ray, rope, run, rail

ar last, large, laugh, light

q sharp, ship

3 same, soon, sun
half, happy, heart, hut
W far
unaspirated | aspirated aspirated .uhaspirated
surd high pitch sonant nasal
short long soft & long
high pitch low pitch low pitch
semivowel . . .
BN a
semivowel . . . .
q N 5 &

3. The four vowels

Besides the vowel & that is implicit in all consonants, there are

four other vowels. A vowel sign is placed either above or -below a
consonant. These four have their own Tibetan names, which are
important to know for the sake of spelling.

& 1s called gigoo

%-is called shabkyoo
@ 1s called drengboo

& 1s called naro

Adding a vowel sign does not affect the pitch, aspiration or length

of the conscnant.
a) Writing




b) Reading

Read the four vowels in the given order:

c) Pronounciation

w hit, relieve

& to, moon -
W met; Tet ;
& or, low

d} Spelling

The method of spelling consonants in conjuction with vowels is
basicaly a matter of adding up the components and pronouncing the
final result. First pronounce the consonant, next the respective
vowel s name and finally the resultant pronounciation.

=

ka gigoo gi

ka shabkyoo ku

¢.3

v

ka drengboo ke



ﬁ' ka naro ko

2. Excercices

a) Train in writing the letters and the vowels
according :

to the advice :
b) R=ad many times the remaining six letters and the
vowels

"c) Spell the four vowels with all the
thirty consonants ‘

3. Check yocur knowledge
a) How do you read the following signs?

b) How do you spell the following consonants with
vowels? ’ '

N

- c) Recite the whole alphabet and the four

vowels
by heart
4. What is to be memorized
a) The remaining letters and the vowels
b) Their writing, reading and spelling

13.




The syllable

Lesson 4

=

The Tibetan syllable
2. Presentation of the ten suffixes
a) Pronounciation
b) Spelling
3. Presentation of the second suffix
a) Pronounciation '
b) Spelling
c) Dadra
Excercises
Check your knowledge
6. What is to be memorized

Ut b

e

NN/ 1. Tibetan syllables

The 30 letters of the alphabet can be combined in various ways to
form complex Tibetan syllables. Every letter of the Tibetan alphabet
is in fact a syllable, and inherently contains the vowel a. Such
letter-syllables represent the minimum word unit in Tibetan. Every
syllable ends with a dot, called tsek. The function of these dots is
to separate the syllables. A Tibetan word can thus consist of either
one or several syllables.

In a phonebook the names are arranged alphabetically according to
the first letter of each name. This letter can be compared to what in
Tibetan 1s referred to as the root letter of a syllable; it is the
sound one pronounces first and upon which the rest of the syllable is
based. This root letter can be surrounded by various other parts
making up the syllable. Some are written in front of it, others above
or below it and finally some are written after 1t. What follows now
is a list of the possible elements of a syllable:

- the root letter mingshi
a~vowel sign(unless the vVowel is a) yang

- a suffix jenjuk

- a second sutfaix yangjuk

- a prefix ’ ngdnijuk

- a subscribed letter ta

- a superscribed letter go

2. Presentation of the ten suffixes

There are ten consonants that may be placed after a root letter
within the same syllable. These are called suffixes. They function as
the ending sound of the syllable. Since a syllable can only contain
one vowel, one cannot pronounce the suffix with the sound a. For

example in the word xx there are two letters x and x- The first

letter is pronounced ma. The second letter is however not pronounced
ra as if it was supposed to sound mara. We read it mar.
These are the ten suffixes given in an alphabetical order:




a

c: 5 5 a g. a - ar ar

a) Pronounciation

becomes a swallowed sound; it is pronounced so slightly that it
) lak
Bav thok

However, when followed by another syllable that is part of the
word, it is often clearly pronounced and does not affect the
length of the preceding vowel.

aiar . lakpa

gaya thukpa

is pronounced normally and produces a falling tone.

Q= kang
& chung
xcgr rungwa notice that if g or ¥ 1is the last syllable in a

word it is prenounced wa or wo respectively.

is always silent and produces a falling tone.

can

NR- S
Fal-sa-atters-the-prensuneiation-—of--eertain-preceding-voweldss
a becomes similar to short e like in met, bed or long e in day
u becomes similar Lo German 4 in dann or Lthe French u in suar

o becomes similar to¢ German o in fur or the French eu in Jjeu
"hese vowel sounds tend to be short.

A5 ne
SIS khi
;.:lg bo

15 pronounced normally.

22

4

min

15-




Jo]

quf senmo

It changes into m before the labials g z# g and z within the

same word.

iqﬁg-rimpoche

It also alters the pronounciation of certain preceding vowels
in the same way as the suffix 5

3% nyen

LY mun

~" . . ~
EERY thoénka

becomes very soft.

a3 nup

S

o chap

1s pronounced normally and produces a falling tone.

any lam

Y

@z zhimpo

is called achung and 1s not pronounced. It does not affect the

vowel”s quality or length.

ama-  ka
One often finds a vowel sign added to th uffix serving a

is s
grammatical purpose. In these cases the pronounciation 1s as
follows.

nx'gdr  marpey

pal

2

X2 zhimii

-,

3 mey

¥ khoy

;i gau
N2

IR piu
N

16.




cﬁq' leu
aga® lappao

gqm{ chenpoo

F lengthens the vowel and is pronounced softly.
gx-zy tharpa

= gur

ar is pronounced softly.

¥ariyr rolmo

5(1]' né.l

& is always silent, produces a falling tone and lengthens the
vowel.
SEN' mi
R  re

It also alters the pronounciation of certain preceding vowels
in the same way as the suffix 5

5\&' ne

3& di
Hary moOpa
b) Spelling

When spelling one first pronounces the main letter, the vowel, the
suffix, and at the very end the final sound.

a:; ma gigu mi nga ming
ﬁq‘ da nga dang

ﬁqy da ga dak

1%




Xq" ra drengboo re a shabkhyoo u reu
~

’

ﬁqty na nga nang pa nangpa
izgaqT na nga nang ma gigoo mi ga mig nangmig

{arq'aiﬂ‘ dza ma dzam ba shabkyoo bu na da ne dzambune
N>

3. Presentation of the second suffix
There is only one second suffix letter &, and it only occurs after -
the four letters ay o o AR

a) Pronounciation

The second suffic does not affect pronounciation, which means that
the final sound is determined by the first suffix letter.

zxr  khung

N B

Q. rig

{ﬁau'rokpa

b) Spelling

The second suffix is pronounced rightvafter the first suffix.

NC & sa nga sa sang

& (}2 nga sa r‘rang

gqs{ tha shabkyoo thu‘ga gas thuk

c) Dadra
In ancient Tibetan, there existed another second suffix letter ﬁ'

called dadra. Although it is no longer written, it is understood to
be present after the past tense of verbs ending on = = a . This 1is

-

its only significance today. These are examples taken from old texts:

mAS S Q3T T
NSRNI




ngse
“{miiaﬁﬂq

4. Excercices

a) Read, spell and write the following words:

Sax  gXy wmxw Faxww A as ¥ sem X3 - 55w a“]ﬂ
gy agMy KNy &3y JNy o oeq SRS ¥ ﬁi&n7 ¥ Aoy
Far Fwdw  dzm e g Fadw owe¥ EE RN Fayar Ay wayw Rgus
oo quey Ager g ¥ Ams Ry el ﬂu‘ﬂ.g.q. Qs R @
ww qar Ay FqF &F aquw 3 REE &% Bsy &Sy o AFar
wa wa Emaasr ¥ gl s:"v\)ri' pay  asm ¥ ERw g

Fu REAAFEEAS  mAw RPN aawar  wn¥ Jure saw sl QdF
QayEQN |

LIRS aﬁi Jew qua Rargy T gaw @5 gx¥a

b) Identify the root letter, vowel, suffix and second suffix in the
words given in excercise a)

5. Check your knowledge

a) What is a suffix?

b) What happens to the inherent a of the suffix letter?
c) Which suffixes are silent? '

d) Which suffixes alter the vowel?
e) Which vowels are then altered and how?

f) How do you pronounce g and ¥ when they are the last

syllable of a word?
g) Doces one pronounce the second suffix?
h) How does one pronounce a word ending with achung

19.




having a vowel?
i) How does one spell if the word has a second suffix?

What is to be memorized

The ten suffixes (for the
tough ones!)

Which suffixes are silent
Which suffixes alter the
vowel

How the vowels are altered
The second suffix is always

&
How nr and % are pronounced

when they are the last
syllable of a word

How the suffix achung is
pronounced when it carries
a vowel

20-




Lesson 5

1. Presentation of the five prefixes
a)pronounciation
b)spelling ,
Identifying the root letter
Excercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized'

Qo WK

i
éé;ijf//wl. Presentation of the five prefixes

There are five consonants that may be placed in front of the root
letter within the same syllable. These are called prefixes and are
never pronounced. They seem to be remainders of pronounciation in
ancient Tibetan. Nowadays one could say that their function is to

distinguish homophones in writing. These are the five prefixes given
in an alphabetical order: ‘

a) Pronounciation

In some cases prefixes alter the’pronounéiation of the root letter.
These changes are, however, very subtle and will not be explained
here. They will be learned through experience: :

QY Examples:

Qv TES’ ne AN vak

ﬂ‘ Examples:

ﬁrq:; Z* karpo :iq']q g gawa 'ﬂ&w\ men

One peculiar combination which has a unique pronounciation is
the prefix ﬁ‘plus the root letter g

when g is prefixed by S'alone without a vowel then it is

- When g is preceded by i'and has a vowel then only the vowel

1s pronounced:

24.




r Examples:

A she AR5'aNN"  sénam
3 Examples:

g (o) » | © juk

&!ﬂ] g - NEQ
aQ’ Examples:

qr{:;'q' khorwa ‘ qEq‘ Jik

When the prefix g is preceded by a syllable ending on a vowel

within the same word, it is pronounced as n.
ﬁqaiﬁ gendin Naqmary maﬂgépa

b) Spelling

When spelling words with prefixes one adds the sound o to the prefix.

qf{ﬁ gao ca naro co da cbd rﬂﬂq dao ga drenboo ge wa gewa
ﬁg . dao wa shabkyu u ﬁa\g dao ma shabkyu mu

riq;'if-' dac wa nga yang PO naro po wangpo

rﬂﬂqi‘;\ dao'ga drenboo ge ao da shabkyoo du na din .gendi.'zn'} '

qa' | bao éha gigu zhi qn’q bao ka shabkyoo ku ba kuwa
a}\{' mao da naro do

NN a
NQA'JQNF] MA0 ga naro go ma naro mo gao ya naro yo ga yok gomoyok

qi' ao da shabkyu du

21.




QQQFfQ' ao ba shabkyoo bu ga sa buk pa bukpa
N

2. Identifying the root letter

Since the root letter is fundamental to flgurlng out both how to
pronounce a syllable as well as how to look up this word in a
dictionary, we will cover all the possibilities to be found.

The root letter is easily found. whenever there is a written vowel .
above or below:

~ S, ~ .
S’ Nﬁ ﬂRN
If there is no written vowel which means that the vowel is a , then:-
— if there are two letters, the first one is the root letter:
DAL
note 1f the second letter were to be be the root letter and..

the first a prefix then an @ must be added after the second

letter to indicate this spelling.
e LA ey aRll IR

if there are four letters in a row the second one is the root .
letter

Q@ﬂ&' qﬁ&&' Qo y” aQQy’

- 1f there are three letters in a row, this is the only case that
can be ambiguous. '

a) if the final letter is not & then the second letter is the root

letter. Another way to check this is that the first letter must
be a prefix letter q' ﬁ‘ q AN a

A QR QEA R4Qr

L
b) if the final letter is & and the second letter is not_q' SR < A A

then the second letter is the root letter.

SEE qRa Q&

c) if the final letter is & and the second letter is gv o Q

then the first letter is the root letter
cuqsr & el )

There are eight exceptions where the root letter is the second
one, for =xample:

IS}
[




Jaar A 20 L )

3. Excercices

2) Read, spell and write the following words:

AET A4Sy SEA AYRT QERY quy AR&r YNAIE  QFAgENY NHENN 5AcRy adow nFES
neady §afy snfjen Awdy ¥y qEaed mas amasas gl v
afix a}F Ty a¥gw aax aga ¥ a¥F Rusa asy¥ Raq gEeeda

SR wapda shEmET sy I spAE LIRSS LY @'@a‘ 3 [

AN a§ AR IR N B I B Jards [gaar ﬁﬂﬁ'ﬂafqﬁa‘m@” VALY
351/“‘"5“1' IR FHHEA AJA Q&Q{ay I¥ wys axqun MENT EREC

L

qsqq3y ARFT  qgualy

b) Identify the root letter, prefix, vowel, suffix and second Suffix
in the words from the excercise a)

4. Check your knowledge

a) What is a prefix?
b) Are prefixes: silent?

¢) How are g and g pronounced when they are preceded
N

by the prefix i;

d) How does the prefix achung change when it within the

same—word—is-preceded-bya-syllable—ending—with—a vowel?
5. What is to be memorized

a) The five prefixes
b) The rules for o being preceded by the prefix N

¢) The pronounciation of the prefix achung when it
within the same word is preceded by a syllable
ending with a vowel

d) How to spell prefixes




Lesson 6

1. The demonstrative pronouns and demonstrative adjectives
a) Singular :
b) Plural :
2. Simple sentence structure
- Word order
- Shek

- The verb iﬁ’

Excercises

Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

oY b W

éé;QZ/ 1. The demonstrative pronouns and demonstrative

adjectives
a) Singular
There are two main demonstrative pronouns:

-

q% this N that

If the demonstrative pronouns are joined with a noun they become.
demonstrative adjectives, which are always placed after the noun:

%q‘q%‘ this book %q% that book
ﬁqu;q%' this blackboard ﬁqmnya- that blackboard
thyq%' this house F;my%- that house

b) Plural

There are two plural demonstrative pronouns:
q"§£ these §3§ those

If these plural demonstrative pronouns are joined with a noun, they
. become demonstrative adjectives, which are always placed after the noun:

aqq%'g‘ these books ’%@%{ those books
g‘:qqr\qgg these blackboards qugg those blackboards

F}(‘L]'Q%'% these houses ra;qa:{ those houses




2. Simple sentence structure

In Tibetan the verb always comes at the end of the sentence.

The verb

is preceded by the subject which is followed by the object:

subject

az’

{(this)

Note that the sentence ends with a vertical line,
shek. Its function is to indicate a full stop.

+ object +

This is a book.

verb

5

——

bt
0]

which is called

In spoken Tibetan there is no article to denote a chair - it is

implied.

If you want to spec1fy one of something,

for instance one

book, use the word for one qsq that is placed after the noun it

refers to:

(=N
ay’

{this)

) - Q -
AR
(book one)

This is one book.

Sentences with demonstrative

pronouns :

q?amﬁﬁ:£ﬁ1 This is a blackboard.
IR AR That 1s a house.
asEaarus Ry These are blackboards.
%‘{{:;-q iﬂ Those are houses.

Sentences with demonstrative

SRR AR
AR TRS
ey FRus Ry
3R Emx TRy

This book

adjectives:

is black.

That blackboard is black.

These houses are red.

Those books are red.

26.



3.

D ey B BT
QT\Y‘ ’T‘QQWNZQ

b)

c)

a)

e)

Exercises

a) Train your reading with the following sentences.

~

qaysEaRY AFAEGRERS AFFAGT AT

a“ AT
§¥giRy g¥

A¥aRy &

A
v

”
a
94

fakFgagaly giipquaEadly gifaq B S-LvSy

Al

o
%ﬂf

~

~/ -~ -~ =~

35Uy wFEuENARY HFIFFAEHRY §F

- LY

EISSEN éf:'ar%é{‘/ﬁd Ry Foomquuaily EFapquegalyy ad

-

3a5Ry w533

>

RSy M AqERY NIRRT TR ER

Spell all the words from the exercise a)

Translate into English:
ax 3} ¥ R¥E
N R LR
RAFRS  3gIR ajFaqandy 3EGRY
RoaRaaxalsy eRETRY N'%’Q%‘f@éﬁﬁ{?\ﬂ qq‘ﬂ:'ﬁ‘fﬁq‘ﬁiﬁq

Translate into Tibetan:

this that these those

this boyvy that tea these flowers
This is a hand. That is a house. These are girl
Those are heads. This water is hot. That hand is big.
These businessmen are good. Those flowers are beautiful.

those pecple-

Get hold of a Tibetan and-say three sentence to him/her,
example:

for

. ' e 3 3
Q\%Q T\RT This is a book.

F;'Q'a'ﬁ&:‘ifiﬂ That house is red.

Sxm s s ‘
Ay FI AR This is black.

Check your knowledge

a) Say the four demonstrative pronouns

b) Where do you place a demonstrative adjective in
connection with a noun?

c) Where are verbs placed in a sentence?

d) What do you call the vertical line that ends a

sentence?




5. What is to be memorized

a) The four demonstrative pronouns
b) The word order

c) The verb ’:’i‘

d) The fact that the demonstrative adjectives in

connection with nouns are placed right after the
nouns.

e) Only for tough ones - the vocabulary!

rq;.:] house S boy
Nq]?:]/ head 3 3 girl
q%qT one 5r%' water buffalo
& water ﬁ’ﬁq' flower
%ﬁzl/ big ﬁa]x‘?f red
E" tea &ZJ/ hot
5' fish éﬂ;ty businessman
% that NE &Ll beautiful
' §§ those ;\ﬁ is, are
EIQ' book aiqya’ hand
q%‘ this | | :q&xgq‘ new

q%'&' these
Jaras blackboard

sﬂ?f black
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Lesson 7

1. Question and answers with 2?
2. Negation with 2?

a) Negation of a statement
b) Negation of answers
c) Negated guestions
Exercises
Check your knowledge’
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

O U W

ég;ijf/iw 1. Question and answers with iﬁ'

To form a guestion in a sentence with iﬁ'one adds &y at the endr
q%‘%q'ii'mzﬂ Is this a book?

If one wants to answer this question with yes, one repeats iﬁ" This

is because there is no specific word for yes in Tibetan. In order to

make the answer sound polite one first says quy which does not

carry any real meaning apart from giving a sense of politeness.

Qmw&'izﬂ Yes, it is.
Examples:
%T:;;-q-iﬁ-qw‘ Is that a house?
’L!m!&liﬁ’t Yes, it is.
q%'{ﬁq"q:iﬁ'q&T Are these blackboards?
<nm§riﬁ1 Yes, they are.

{q;'q%‘fﬂ&r\'ﬁiﬁ'qz\;! Are those houses red?

‘Nmﬁfii1 Yes, they are.

29.




2. Negation with iﬁ
a) Negation of a statement

One negates 25' by placing 3z in front of it:

q%%"&iﬂ This is not a book.

Examples:

%“%q"ﬁi‘gj*%ii{ . This is not a blackboard.
;3%(1%-%%%-"7&'23/{ These water buffalos are not. big.

b) Negation of answers

qga?{;ﬂiﬁqw{ Is this a flower?

qu&iﬂ No, it is not.

Examples:

%-qu'q-iﬁ-qz\y{ Is this a house?

NIT]N'N"\R’:\" No, it is not.
W‘HR‘Q%’?%&’R'FQS'UM Are these blackboards red?

:-431&'34-2?1 ﬁﬁ]il/i\ﬂ No, they are not. They are black.

W\'Q'R‘f@&'giﬁ'qm Are those pillars yellow?
t 1

‘k‘:}&&liﬁ'{ ﬁ&l&‘a!/"’:ﬁ’l No, they are not. They are red.

c) Negated questions

Q%'%Q’N'iﬁ'fd&'{ Is this not a book?
1‘:3'1:\12?‘ ' Yes, it is.
uqa&iﬂ No, it is not.

30.



Examples:

%'F;:Q'N'iﬁ'qﬂq Is that not a house?

GJ'Q']N'N'QQ{ %i&"%qicﬂ No, it is not. It is a monastery.
a"c)/qTq‘%«{Ng&fq’m-iﬁ-qNT Are these flowers not beautiful?
<uq5y2ﬁ1 Yes, they are.

3. Exercises

a) Train your reading with the following sentences:

aRsaracRyAsy  anuly  sacal B TRIusy  wgals

-~

AquaRagTRyay  aqualy  ARReRERERRY Al
TaaxWariqasy  agualy  gmacaYFaqfRy aqacdEgRgalsasy
FMUC@ANFLELRY| | FAUREANELEZLARY - pRuR B TaRgan  agsesr
Ry praRsEa Ry usy aguly pealysesEnTRyy pRydEaEals
e e | |

b} Spell all the words from exercise a)

o)y Translateinto English:

aRFaRgasy  agaly
Raal@siRgany  amals)
SRR Eauaaniyany ey
FomadTwq@Ryasy  anaalsy

d) Translate into Tibetan:

Is this a hand? No, it is not.

Aren't these girls beautiful? Yes, they are.
Isn't this water hot? No, it 1is not.

Is that house a monastery? Yes, it 1is.

31




e) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him three guestions.

4. Check your knowledge

a) How does one make a question with ii?

b) How does one say yes and no in Tibetan?
c) How does make negations? :

What is to be memorized

The question particle

The negation particle :
How to say yes and no in Tibetan
For the tough ones - the vocabulary

6. Vocabulary

nrq‘ pillar s A Inilk
['q'qa' some . u\m}iy/ good
ﬁ&ﬁq monastery A=Y yellow
ELRR little z:)'ar;' very

3.



1 . Presentation of the seven combination letters with subscribed wr
2.8ix personal pronouns.

3.Excercices.

4 .Check your knowledge.

5.Memorization.

l.Presentation of the first seven combination letters.

2 .Personal pronouns.

3.Excercices.

4 .Check your knowledge. -

5.Memorization.




Lesson 7

l.Presentation of the possessive case. .
2.Presentation of the six possessive pronouns.
3.Excercices. :

4 .Check your knowledge.

S5.Memorization.

1.Possessive case.
p.20french
2.Possessive pronouns.
3.Excercices.

4.Check your knowledge.

.Memorization.

w
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L.esson 8

.Presentation of the 14 combination letters with subscribed x-

_Presentation of the first guestion word Fiq
.Excercices.

.Check your knowléedge.

.Memorizatiion.

_The 14 subscribed combination letters.

.The question word.

.Excercices.

.Check your knowledge.

.Memorization.

3s.




Lesson 9 -

1.Presentation of the six combination letters with subscribed aqr
2 .Presentation of the Tibetan words: gar s qrax’ SEEEEY
3.Excercices.

4 .Check your knowledge.
5.Memorization.

1.The six combination letters with subscribed a

2.The first two grammatical particles and two more gquestion words.
3.Excercices.

3.Check your knowledge.

4 Memorization.
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1.Review.
2 .Excercices.

1.Reviewing lessons

2 .Excercices.

Lesson 10

37




Lesson
.Presentation of the 12 combination letters with superscribed x-
-Presentation of the 10 combination letters with superscribed ar

.Presentation of the combination letters with superscribed &
.Spelling.
.Excercices.

.Check your knowledge.
.Memorization.

.Presentation of the letters with superscribed x-
.Letters with superscribed qf

.Letters with superscribed s

.Spelling.

.Excercices.

.Check your knowledge.

.Memorization.
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Lesson 12

’

1.Dictionary

39.




Lesson 8

Nouns and adjectives together
Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

U1 W N

éé;zjf//\ 1. Nouns and adjectives together

Adjectives always come after the noun that they modify. In the
following examples the order in which various kinds of adjectives
follow after the noun is given:

- a noun together with a single adjective
-
RET ST a big house
- a noun together with a demonstrative adjective
(=N .
thyQﬁ'. this house

- a noun together with an adjective and a demonstrative
adjective

{m;'nréa'\"q/'q%' this big house

- a noun together with an adjective and a quantitative
adjective

. . ot P
Fiméﬁﬂﬂ]lﬂ] ~all big houses

a'wq“ix/‘gqm' all good people

Notice that ‘I}Rlﬂl refers to_ things and FEE

refers to beings
~

.\S/QT < 7
q.q:.q‘q‘.

- a noun together with an adjective, a numeral adjective
and a demonstrative adjective

2)

3

zqsr some vellow flowers

N

a2

JA )

tCﬁR' a few small girls
NS

-~

3D'Y" many black blackboards

|

M

(ﬂlﬂ&?ﬂ{ﬂ}ﬁ&!{.’i those three big houses

§Q'5&x'ix"ﬁ:'h" the first red book

40



Cl!ﬂ] 4] r\'r\-‘:; 4] qﬂm b4} the third white hand

Notice how to make ordinal numbers; one
simply adds & to the cardinal number
The only exception is first.

- a noun together with an adjective and a distributive.
adjective ' .

ﬂq&g;&z{ii each beautiful pillar

2. Exercises

a} Train your reading on the following sentences:

af’{m‘q'wiﬁ'mm cmqux'iﬁq’v mq‘cx‘q‘%f%q'ﬁiﬁ'mmm A

SRy amaaigRgaRy  amegigeaREadRy ¥

qaaBaRyasy anay R Emaysrls qR g FRAENTRSY
Ry aua gL AENTHR] QAN ARG INFLFL N R AN

-~ -~ -~

QIQ"N'E\!'RT‘ &ﬁ'ﬁ‘."\ﬁ"

b} Spell the words from exercise a)
¢} Translate exercise a) into English
d) Translate into Tibetan:

These big water buffalces are not black.
These ten red houses are beautiful.

Is this little girl a Tibetan?

Those are nine flowers.

Isn't this hot tea delicious?

Is that new monastery big? Yes, it 1is.
Are all flowers yellow? No, they are not.
Some flowers are yellow. Others are red.
Aren't many Tibetans small?

&) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him three different gquestions

3. Check your knowledge

a) Where is an adjective placed in relation to a noun?

b} What is the order of demonstrative adjectives, nouns
and adjectives?

c) What order do you place adjectives, nouns and numeral
adjectives in?

3]




4., What is to be memorized

a) The order in which various adjectives come after a noun
b) For the tough ones - the vocabulary

5. Vocabulary

q};‘,ﬁl' all

1
QA

relic box, a gau

A
o)

-4
0
3
D

ﬂﬂ nine

Q3 ten o> Yo few
qﬁqu' second ﬁz;\q/ first
‘q/ﬁ'q‘ Tibetan N people
Foos all @N’q’- delicious
. . other, others & LS but, however
AR 34
xR each, every SINE three

q]z\]m'q‘ third
N




Lesson 9

1. The interrogative pronouns:

a) AR
b) ﬂ'
Exercises

Check your knowledge
What 1is to be memorized
Vocabulary

éé;{:f//\ 1. The interrogative pronouns:

Questions are formed. either by adding the interrogativeée particle gar

U W N

as explained in lesson 7 or by using an interrogative pronoun, such
. as what or who. These two interrogative pronouns will be presented
in this lesson.

a) qTi' what

. . -~
5 = A
(this) (what) (is)

What is this?

When one uses an interrogative pronoun, one  should not add the
interrogative particle AN after the verb. Following the rule that
the subject is placed first and the verb at the end of the sentence,
the interrogative pronoun is placed in between. .

Examples:

N -~

QSO RSN What - ic_ thig?

54 N What—is—this?

q%%:}iﬁ This is a book.
ay EayRR5y ‘What are these?
(=N ~ -~
Qﬂgﬁﬁﬁﬁ’\ﬂ" These are monasteries.

Q]Q Q]’Eiﬂ’f What is a gau?

o
gg'a':q'i'iﬂ What is the Middle Way?

ﬁﬁqagﬂ]iiﬂ What are those nouses?

FQIF§§§S§%TYQR1 Those houses are monasteries.




b) who

iz

i. §f
(that) (who)

Who is that?

" The rules mentioned under point a) also apply here. ‘-

Examples:
YR
'ﬁ'm'&:&riﬁq
FEYRy
OF LR

'R

A9 2
Jh).JU

m'm:&rgiﬁq
U'&:N'?fﬁ'm'aq'iﬁq

2. Exercises

ARaRRy RFFHRY
aarJ*%:)sr‘ér‘é:iﬂ

wWho 1s that?

Those people are Tibetans. i

Who 1s Pasang? . -

N SN, =~
@\'N'Qﬂ'&'ﬂ‘ﬂ'&"\ﬂ'ﬁ&‘]

a'ﬁ'aé:'&'@:'@:'iﬁ'mm

That is Pasang. (

wWho are those people? . .

Pasang is a Tibetan. , : D

a) Train reading on the following sentences:

mqm'&'iﬁ1

cu:q.m'&"iﬂ

FREqUESERY qaTatasly RMRRS Fas{RRy

b) Spell the words from exercise a)

c) Translate the sentences in exercise a)

d) Translate into Tibetan:

What 1is this?

What is that?

What are these?-

Are these blackboards red?
What are those things?

who is this?

Is this girl a Tibetan?
Wwho are those businessmen?
Who 1s that man?

What  is a carpenter?

.

This is a head.

That is a yellow book.
These are blackboards.

No, they are not.

These are books and papers.

This is a girl.

No, she 1is not.

Those businessmen are Tibetans.
That man 1s a carpenter.

It is a profession.



3. Check your knowledge

a) What are the two interrogative pronouns presented
in this lesson and what do they mean?

b} Where are interrogative pronouns placed in a sentence?

4. What is to be memorized

a} The two interrogative pronouns

b) Where one places the interrogative pronoun

. : N PR N W e
Cc) How to ask guestions with |=" and §

d) The vocabulary

5. Vocabulary

Q']i what

,5‘(11(1'1' things

:i;' and

SQJ' man .
quqz\] profession
aa cat

w also
ar;'q“a/q carpenter

)
_Q‘
¢n

2

papers

who

4s.




Lesson 10

1. Presentation of the subscribed letter W

a) Writing

b) Pronounciation

¢) Spelling
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

Ul s W N

62;%:7//W 1. Presentation of the subscribed letter W’

As was mentioned in lesson 4 a syllable may contain various
elements. So far the root letter, vowel sign, suffixes, second
suffix, and prefixes have been presented. Now follows an explanation
on the subscribed letters of which there are four:

- uq'z:mcqz\r yata (affixed va)
- g'q‘sq‘N' rata (affixgd ta)
- ayqsqu lata {affixed la)
- Qyé;‘ wasur (wa corner)

These are placed under the root letter in a modified form.
In this lesson only the first subscribed letter will be presented.

Yata is subscribed to seven letters in an abbreviated form
’ <’

a) Writing

b6 - !



b) Pronounciation
When subfixed in this way W affects the pronounciation of the

syllable. The three glutturals W [ J are pronounced normally with
a. vy sound added. The pitch of the letters remain the same:

J ) T
kya khya gya

The four labials & ® & & are totally palatalized, though . the
pitches remain the same: . '

rre o . .
3 3 3 y
ca cha ja nya
c) Spelling

Here also one spells by adding the elements of a syllable in the
following order: ' ’ '

ka vata kya

kha yvata khya

ga vyata gya
pa vyata ca
pha vata cha
ba vyata Jja
ma yata nya

kha vyata khya gigoo khyi

(@ @ 4 R E a4

S ma yata nya naro nyo nga nyong wa nyongwa

t1§n1ﬂ ao pha yata cha shabkyoo chu ga chug pa chugpa
ﬁﬂ%”w dac wa yata va ra yar ka varka (notice the pronounciation of
T with yata when preceded by the prefix §

2. Exercises
a) Train your reading with the following sentences:

REqRRy FFFRy gRugRaRy JUEFIIERIE
5y gEARRFANTRY AgguagRIEdRy gXaymearges

SR ERER - aRarR Ry JasrRgany Ry q%{cq'i'iﬂ a‘%‘

2

b) Spell the sentences from exercise aj




c) Translate the sentences from exercise a)
d) Translate into Tibetan:
Aren‘'t these two dogs big? Yes, they are.
Isn't this the northern direction? No, it is not.
Aren't those small birds fast? Yes, they are.
Isn't that leopard fast? Yes, it is.
Aren't those turquoises and corals beautiful? Yes, they are.
3. Check your knowledge

a) How many subscribed letters are there?

b) How do you read and spell the following words:

Sg’/ %ﬂ S§< Sq] ﬂ%m.qﬁ;. ﬁéq&!. g.&.ﬂ.g. qg,\.q.

§':&{m&'@ﬁ&'m' ﬂéﬂ Sr\'éﬂ' /R ﬁﬂ&'&l' ﬁS:N'QSﬁl'N'

4. What is to be memorized

a) Writing, pronounciation,- and spelling of the seven
yatas

b} How to pronounce g when it is preceded by the prefix 5

‘c) The wvocabulary

5. Vocabulary

o ~
CY dog g=ay crow
:q'éi' slow Si’gﬂ]l\!' northern direction
P T E £ a’ 11 bird
ast sma i
e 33
ﬁ&!il/ slow (for movements) S§ coral
N
3 : bird qgﬂT leopard
\/ .
Sﬂf rooster ﬂV@' turquoise
—
Sif hen
Advice! Buy yourself a small notebook and put the vocabularies of all

the lessons into it following the alphabetical order of the
English words.
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Lesson 11

Presentation of personal pronouns

Presentation of the verb &ﬁ
a) Statement
b) Negation
c) Question
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What i1s to be memorized
Vocabulary

62;127///\ 1. Presentation of personal pronouns

There are many words that are used as personal-pronouns in Tibetan -
there are, for example, more than eight words just for I! It is,
however, not necessary to learn all of ‘these, so just the most
common ones will be given here:

O\ U W

singular . ' plural
CxE I - < we

@ﬂ"\l’ © you éﬁ’&Qg you

e ) . "t .
rn'x(‘ he, she, it [ﬂi(f they

Notice that the personal pronouns in plural end on ¥ . This is so

called plural particle, i.e. a certain syllable that can be added to
a noun or pronoun, and thus indicates plural.

You have previously seen the same plural particle in connection with
the demonstrative pronouns. Like adjectives, plural particles are
always added after the noun or pronoun they refer to. If the noun is
modified by an adjective, the plural particle is placed after this
adjective. Quite often Tibetan does not- indicate the plural when it
is obvious from the context that a noun is to be understood as such.

o\
2. Presentation of the wverb UQ%’

The two verbs iﬁ and Qq basically mean the same- in that they both
identify people and things. The difference between thqm is that they
are used in relation to different persons. The verb %Y can be used
with any person, whereas the verb @q ‘is "only used with the first
person both singular and plural, and with questions posed directly
to someone else. Thus, both verbs mean is :and are. In accordance

with the rules explained previously both verbs are always placed at
the end of the sentence.

a) Statement
-~ .
g QR SEY

(1) {Tibetan) {am)
I am a Tibetan.

L{Q 10




X3 LSy &3\1

(we) (Tibetans) {are)
We are Tibetans.

b) Negation ‘ ;

Like with the verb X5 the negation ¥ 1is also used with ﬁﬁ., thus
o . . . . .
becoming ®W§ . It 1s, however, common in this case to _join the
negation and the verb together, thus giving the short form ¥§
. V - - Q
& J§H &ﬁq
(1) {Tibetan) {am not)

I am not a Tibetan.

~ ~ . o
SES SERS 2k
(we) (Tibetans) (are not)

We are not Tibetans.

c) Question

Wwhen one poses a question in Tibetan one always, out: of politeness,
uses the verb that the person cne talks to has to answer with. The
verb W& is only used with the first person. One must therefore use
this verb when one asks a guestion with you, since the other person
must answer with I.

@ﬁ‘&('ﬁﬁ'&!'&&{ﬂ&" Are you a Tibetan?
mq&'&\xa\" :'x:"m’ﬁ'm'&ﬁ Yes, I am a Tibetan.
@ﬁ'&&‘i('ﬂ'&ﬁ'ﬁ\w : Are you a Buddhist?
m:q&'ﬁsﬂ r;':r;'a‘r;'m'a“qsﬂ No, I am not a Buddhist.

If one asks a question about oneself, then one must use *§ as the
person one talks to must answer with you and therefore has to use
this verb.

LR AE N YRR LAY Am I beautiful?

mar RS @ﬁ'&:'&ﬁ&'h‘iﬁq Yes, you are beautiful.

50. 11



3. Exercises

a) Train your reading on the following sentenées:
JYRY) ARAjEq ARy FacFyaaRqan)  aguly) fFaedy
- iﬁ" R gﬂ’i ar &Zﬂ o &g 313 Slql\! a U\Iﬁ’l @ﬂ"&ﬁ'Wi'Qﬂ'Q'Nﬁ'ﬂNq GJ-II]&I’Wﬁﬂ-

-

:x:q-ﬁmwﬁ q&:mﬁm&xxﬁm&q cuml&mrﬁq @ﬁx:imgq]&mxtﬁ

b) Spell the words from exercise a)
c) Translate the sentences 1n exercise a)

d) Translate into Tibetan:

Who is that? That is Ngawang.

Is he a westerner? No, he is a Tibetan.

Is he a carpenter? ... No, he is a Buddhist.
Are you a carpenter? No, I am a cook.

What are you? I am a businessman.

Are tChey businessmen? - Mo, they are carpenters.
We are also carpenters. But he is a cook..

@) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him at least three questions

4. Check your knowledge

a) Name all the personal pronouns

b) What is the difference between &W and i? ?

<€) Which verb should one use when asking with you?
d) How does one negate the verb ﬁﬁ'“

e) What is the rule for verbs when asking guestions?

5+—What—is—to-bememorized-

a) The personal Pronouns

b) "The verb Wﬁ and its negation

c) The'ru1es for verbs when asking questlons
d) The vocabulary

6. Vocabulary

ﬁiﬁlcﬁq‘a Geleg (name) SIS Ngawang (name)
5\::3' Buddhist 3@3&7‘&1}' Westerner
5$£§’ cook




Lesson 12

Presentation of the genitive case
Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

é; L? 1. Presentation of the genitive case

The genitive case shows possession. In English we do so by adding
‘s to a noun, for example Tom's book or the minister*s wife. In
Tibetan the same function is done by the dreldra. This 1is a
particle which 1s placed after the person, personal pronoun, oOr
rthing that possesses something. In written Tibetan one finds this
particle in different forms depending on the last 1letter of the
word preceding it. In spoken Tibetan, however, one only needs to
know two forms: ' ‘ o

G W N

which 1s used after words having a suffix

R9 4y

which 1is added to words having no suffix

~7 . ‘-\_ -~
Faa q 39
{(he) (*s) (book)

his book

3@ il R

({book} ('s) (colour)

the book's colour

Examples:
Q‘NQN'E}'FQ'Q' Pasang's house

AR

the cat's colour

o~ [N -~
Q<{@WNCYFﬂ?Q*§ﬁT

a%‘r\'::'a"b\r&a‘(a:'m'i31

3]

R qRy
%‘%@ﬁ'x:'a‘smq'&:iﬁ'm 8

This 1s mother's house.
This is my mother's house.
These are his dogs.

Aren't these vour things?

5.



14

g %@ﬁ&gfﬁiﬁ:}&” Is that hen yours?

2. Exercises

a) Train your reading with the following sentences:

-~

aRyRy AR WARY FRALA LR RS GRS LS

-~

EeERy aRaRAg AAwWaAFR§ GIRFANTRgay amEisy {

b) Spell the sentences from exercise &)

c) Translate the sentences from exercise a)
d) Translate into Tibetan:

my book

his dog

their house
Your cat is white.

Is that our house? Yes, 1t is.
What is your profession? I am a carpenter.
What is his profession? He is a cook.

This 1s not my paper.

e) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him three guestions.

3. Check your knowledge

a) What is the particle expressing genitive case called?

b) Is it placed before or after the word it relates to?

d) How does one say in Tibetan: my, your, his,

your, their?

4. What is to be memorized

a) The two forms of dreldra

b) The rule for when to use a-and Y

c) The six personal pronouns 1in genitive ¢ase

5. Vocabulary

R’\’]J;'EF white ﬁl‘!?‘gd/' wangmo (name)




RRAY

colour

head

WA

name

mother

15
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Lesson 13
1. Presentation of the subscribed letter =-

a) Writing

b) Pronounciation

"¢) Spelling
Exercises
-Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

N WD

62;%:///3 1. Presentation‘of the subscribed letter -«

Rata is subscribed to fourteen letters in the abbreviated form

a) Writing

-\|

16

55.

16




~1

b) Pronounciation
T 3 Hzy T
ﬁ' g' 5T z4 thra
ay g H dra
y na
Fay ™

g sha

S sa

53 hra
tr as in trill, try
thr as in a strongly pronounced triumph
dr as in drill, dry

In all cases, the r part should not be articulated separately from
the t or d sound, but should be simultaneous. Like in tryv, the
tongue should touch the palate.

c) Spelling

"

2]

tra

o]
T
QU

kha rata thra

A B

ga rata dra
Y ta rata tra
g tha rata thra
g da rata dra

5' na rata na
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gi ;W’ pa rata tra

2',\%’.

e

A

?{ ma rata ma

‘ﬁ' pha rata ‘thra

ba rata dra

ﬂ‘ sha rata sha

ﬁ' sa rata sa
ha rata hra

ka rata tra ma tram

-~
agqa ao ga rata dra naro dro wa drowa .
% ha rata hra gigoo hri
QQNWS , ao ba rata dra sa ‘dre wa shabkyoo wu drewu

2. Exercises

a) Train your reading on the following sentences:

ay Ry a%qnm]'vgm'ﬁy&‘(g'i:ﬁ NEAR B TARgasy agaalyy

N O\ 57 N

YRy FRRRFFRARy ajE QIR aREFRFF RS

)

~

Ry ayEINRS q%‘mﬁ&'ﬁﬁﬁm&iﬁ'qm UMNHRS AR gA G

pol
H)

%uq.
)
b) Spell the words in the sentences from exercise a)

c) Translate the sentences from exercise a)

d) Translate into Tibetan:

What 1s this? This is a knife.
What are those? Those are maps.
Are these your maps? No. these are her maps.

18
St




Is that dragon yours? No, it is ours.

3. Check your knowledge

How do you read and spell the following words:

2

ﬁ’?] )f"fdﬂ'll' ’“ﬁ ’ﬁ: rﬁ&é ﬁ“}ﬂ qﬁq.%m. &Q&/ q,‘-ﬁ. &R.

4. What is to be memorized

a) Writing, pronounciation, and spelling of the fourteen ratas
b) The vocabulary

5. Vocabulary

19

ENN' market
Q. .
g knife
Qﬂ&r rice
. dragon
‘lﬁﬂ] g
Bhutan
she
meat
N'{H‘ map
o ~ . - .
et (N Sister

53
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Lesson 14

1. Presentation of the subscribed letter «
a) Writing
b) Spelling

2. Presentation of the subscribed letter ¥
a) Writing
b) Spelling

Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized

Vocabulary

Y Ul s W

62;{:7///\ 1. Presentation of the subscribed letter a

;a) Writing

The shape of the letter @ is unmodified when subfixed. It is used

in combination with six letters only:

With one exception lata has the same effect in every combiration.
They are pronounced as a high tone la. The one exception is &

which is proncunced as a low tone da.
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b) Spelling

ka lata la

2 ay

ga lata 1la
ba lata 1la
ra lata 1la

sa lata 1la

CTR N VI

za lata da

ba lata la ma lama

2n
%

a

za lata da wa dawa

2

ai&%ﬁ'ga lata la nga lang cha drenboo che na chen lang chen
2. Presentation of the subscribed letter A

Wasur is placed under the root letter in a modified form

d

a) Writing

Wasur has no effect on pronounciation or tone, and is mainly used
as a device to mark the main letter of a word in cases of ambiguity
or to differentiate two words that sound the same and that would
otherwise have the same spelling.

£0- 21

&




R

IR IRV S T

O BRI BV T

N
4
2
n

SRt

N\

.5
B¢
g
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b) Spelling

ka wasur ka
kha wasur kha
ga wasur ga
ca wasur ca
nya wasur nya
ta wasur ta
da wasur da
tsa wasur . tsa
tsha wasur tsha
zha wasur zha
za wasur za
ra wasur ra
la wasur la
sha wasur sha
sa wasur sa
ha wasur ha

- . .
‘" da wasur -da ga sa dak pa naro po dakpo

zha wasur zha dao ma ra mar zhamar

tsha wasur tsha tsha gigoo tshi la tshil

tshatshil

N
A
M)
H)
A
N
By
n
H)
=
T
a
A
-3
H
D
ﬂh
A
o,
2
D
2
H)
_N
n
Z

3. Exercises

a) Train your

o

&1

-~ WO\,

YR qﬁﬁ“‘ﬁ“jﬁ"\i F’?ﬂqﬁ&‘ﬂ

reading with the following sentences:
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b[ Spell the sentences from excercise a)

c) Translate the sentences from exercise a)

d) Translate into Tibetan:

What are these? Aren't these apples and pears? Yes, they are.
What 1is the colour of the pears? Some are vellow.

What is the colour of the apples? They are red.

Isn't that an elephant? Yes, it is.

That elephant is big and very slow.

4. Check your knowledge

a) Does the subscribed letter ar change the
pronounciation

of the: root letter? If yes then how? Is it the same
for

all cases?

b) Does the subscribed letter 4 change the pronounciation
of the root letter?

c) How do you read and spell the following words:
a‘-\g %f. m.iq]&. %f‘&. %F: qgiq. ﬁﬂ]& i&.q. aq. :i]/
,‘].@. 33.(,3]/. q:gq.q. @5. yyar aq.m. iqw. 51@55{ ﬁ@fq.q.
a.q.i. 5155\” F.qg,\. ﬁ' gjﬁq ‘:’EN il/q §§]/N af.ag. 8=
g’;'gd/' SSG“Q 743\55 é{mﬂ Q*ﬁ/ﬁ.{q&]&. 6'\6)&' Q’i’\\!'ﬂ'

5. What is to be memorized

a) Writing, pronounciation, and spelling of the six
latas

and sixteen wasurs.

b) The vocabulary

6. Vocabulary

(=N
’lﬂ apple g‘&l' name, long life
SIS he (polite) &9 very
aigﬁ elephant a‘ll]' moon
ﬁﬂﬂliﬁ' name, sangha :' pear

(]
‘s

6.



qar

lama

\/ . 0
ﬁQ'N’ disciple

24

63
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LLesson 15

1. Presentation of the superscribed letter ¥
a) Writing
b) Spelling

2. Presentation of the superscribed letter &
a) Writing
b) Spelling

3. Presentation of the superscribed letter &
a) Writing
b) Spelling

Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized

U

acd

As we saw in the lesson 4 a syllable may contain various
elemonts. By now we have finished with the explanation on the root
letter, vowel sign, suffixes, second suffix, prefix, and subscribed
letters. Now only the superscribed letters are 1left to Dbe
presented. This .lesson finishes the second chapter of this book on
the Syllable. The first chapter was dealing with the Alphabet.
Thus, the presentation of the alphabet and all the possible
combinations of the letters closes with this lesson. We will then
mainly concentrate on reading and spelling until you are fluent in
these. Being fluent and fast in reading is half the way to
understanding and translating Tibetan texts. Therefore, please put
some effort now into reading. It would be good if you always have a
text written only in the Tibetan on your desk, for example The
Juwel Ornament of Liberation, and read it every day for half an
hour without thinking about its meaning but only focussing on the
pronounciation of the words. It would be an especially good idea to

do it together with a Tibetan in order to improve your
pronounciation. :

PUER O O O S e | = - -
writtep—above—a—root

letter. None of these superfixed letters affect the pronounciation,
with the exception of&g'which is pronounced as hla.

When these Lhree letters are placed on top of the main letter they
are called:

-~
f\'&!lq' rago {ra head)
’ ~~
QY&UY lago (la head)

Gf&af sago {sa head)

1. Presentation of the superscribed letter X’

Ragc is superscribed on twelve root letters, and excep%_for 5'the
superscribed letter X' appears in the abbreviated form

Basically the pronounciation remains unchanged. However when
listening to Tibetans one will notice subtle differences.

4.
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a) Writing

b) Spelling
ﬁ’ ra kata ka
q‘ ra gata ga
£ ra ngata nga
g’ ra jata ja
%’ ra nyata nya
ﬁ' ra tata ta
é' ra data da
&' ra nata na
& ra bata ba
& ra mata ma
¥ ra tsata tsa
g ra dzata dza

6S-

26
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o s 5T
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ra data da naro do ra jata ja drenboo je dorije

ra gata ga vata gya shabkyoo gyu

ra mata ma gigoo mi la ma lam milam

ra kata ka vata kya drenboo kye na kyen

bao ra dzata dza shabkyoo dzu na dzin

2. Presentation of the superscribed letter @’

Lago 1is superscribed on ten root letters.

shape,

but is written slightly smaller.

a)

Writing

It does

not change it

S

D)

la

la

la

la

la

la

la

la

Spelling
kata ka
gata ga
ngata nga
cata ca
jata ia
tata ta
data da

pata pa

66 -

o
~1
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gt la bata ba

%' la hata hla

ﬁ]ﬂi' la hata hla kha nga khang hlakhang

‘g'ﬁ' la tata ta wa tawa

%qurﬂ' la - kata ka shabkyoo ku ga sa kuk pa kukpa

3..Presentation of the superfixed letter &’

Sago is superscribed on eleven root letters. It also keeps the same
shape and 1is written slightly smaller.. Only 'in case -of one

combination the flag on the § goes down  to avoid running into the ‘&
on top. :

~a) Writing

sa kata ka
sa gata ga
sa ngata nga
nyata nya

sa tata ta

sa data da

sa nata na

0
7]

sa pata pa

28
6t



29

ﬁ‘ sa bata ba
ﬁ' sa mata ma
sa tsata tsa

A

nt
n o
a 2

3
X
3

sa gata ga naro go

sa ngata nga naro ngo na ngon ma naro mo ngonmo

sa data da shabkyoo du ga duk bao sa ngata nga la ngal du.ngal

sa gata ga rata dra naro dro

gq&&ﬂ"gﬂ]ﬂ sa pata pa yata ca na cen ra sa re gao

za gigoo zi ga sa zig cenrezig

4. Exercises

a) Read and spell the following sentences:

M LGS BRI A 1
QR AT FR AR A Y LRI AN G 1

amar§e Ay R TR Y R 1

a’qwﬁq&'tﬁg:‘qgmiq&’mq

5. Check your knowledge

a) How many superscribed letters are there?
) DPo_all of them change the pronounciation?

-
P 1O

g
[

_;sv.\vw—nwg

[PRVENY

6. What

c) Do the superscribed letters change thelr shape?
I1f yes then how?

is to be memorized

a) Writing, pronounciation, and spelling of the

rago,

lago, and sago.

&8

29
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Verbs

Lesson 16

1. The verb to be:

a) Identifying

b) Expressing existence
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorlzed
Vocabulary

Ul Wi

ég;z:f//\ 1. The verb to be

The verb to be is used in Tibetan in four different ways: .

- to identify .

- to express existence

- to express possession

- as an auxiliary verb » .

This may seem a bit confusing at first, but it is in fact handy,
since one :does not need to learn different verbs to express
existence and possession, The verb to be does not show tense or
number, but it is conjugated according to the person.

In this lesson the first two ways of using this verb. will be
explained. :

a) Identifying

The Tibetan verbsAaﬁ and ii are equivalent to the English werb to
be-when used to identify people or things. NJ{\is only used with the
first person, singular and plural, whereas X5 can be used for all
persons. For example:

N ~

R'RQ'ﬂK'QS'Q'U_Jﬁ’! I am a carpenter.

@ﬁ’il&ga‘iﬂ " You are a cook.

~ ~

AR ¥ wRF| - He is a Tibetan.

et >~ S . :

N'RR'SQ‘@U]N'Q"’\?{ She is a Westerner.

q%qm%aﬁfiﬁq This is important.
R'R:ﬁg‘g\ﬁlzﬂf’&ﬁ“ ’ We are students.
~ ~ ~ ~
@«i'xq‘é'iq'gq&!‘n‘&ﬁ" You are Westerners.
Q%gaﬁiﬁ'{ These are books.

i

This has already been explained.

61
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, b) Expressing existence
In English one can use the verb to be to express the existence of a
person or a thing in a given place, for example: there is a book on
the table, or, I am in Tibet. In Tibetan three verbs are used to
express existence:

!ﬁ%' is used for the first person, singular and plural

&ﬁyiﬁ' is used for the second and third person, singulér and
plural

Qinr is uséd for the second and third person, singulaf'and
plural

These verbs expressing existence are always accompanied by a
particle called ladén, such as @ that means at, on, in, etc.

oRE SRS ar &5
(1) (India) (in) {am) = -

I am in India.

How come ﬁﬁiﬁ' and A are both used for the second and third .
person, singular and plural? Though they are both verbs showing A
existence, Qiﬂ' is used when the speaker ha§ actually experienced
what he or she 1is talking about, whereas WY is used when one
speaks about something one knows in general but has not experienced
personally.

If we for example have been to India and have seen water buffaloes
there, we could say: '

@'q&'m‘&'%ﬁiﬂ] . There are water buffaloes in India.

But if we have not been to Nepal, but we know that water buffaloes L
also live there, we would say: »

QOJ'NGJ'OJ'&'%T&/S"\ﬂ There are water buffaloes in Nepal.
-]

Here are some more examples:

SRR HAFAFR AR I am in the bed.

ARe g aR ardisRsy He is in India.
ﬁx&‘aﬁﬁ‘m'&‘ﬂiﬂ] He 1s in the monasteryv.
AR By ar sy Ry He is in Tibet .
’—\.?:;q-g{q-q]'m'qiq] : He is in the school.
ﬁ&i%i(ﬂw&/‘iiﬂ She is in the garden.
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| Sfx“&:'(n:'mm'qiq She is in the house.
R Hqyard Ry That is on the table.
q‘% ,1:1 AT z:qaqqiq _ It is on the chair.
~ ~

Qé@ﬁlf‘mwﬁ" : "We are in China
~ ~z ~ o~ . .
AR IR YN AN - You are ‘in the East.
~ N
@ﬁ‘&;‘é‘ﬁm‘qlm‘qiq You are in the school.
~ Q
p'::é?aéﬁ'q]m'qiq They are in the class.
o~ '
[ﬂ"'\i‘?‘:‘f'i'(ﬂl'@ﬂiﬂl They are in the restaurant.

3&1}&1@&1&&/3251 . There are monks in the monastery.

N\ N\ .

F!Q'&KI]'OJ'S'S"QEQ} % There ‘are mice in the room.
ﬁ/ﬂlﬂmﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂ/ﬁiﬂ : - There -are teachers in the
school.

N e -~ K
sq'a{'zq'm'ﬁmim] “There . " are books on the
table.

2. Exercises

a) Read and spell a part from The Juwel :Ornament of Liberation

b) Read the following sentences -and translate them into

ENglish:
§ A RRE g AR A K @quamqlx’aizq gcﬂmﬁaai&q ﬁamﬁqgﬂﬂgq
R et ey ey - PO NN L. G e e D g e SN e
2 HegEqveiaeeRyy FogmaRqyensasly gyEaafam
< ~ ‘ a a L aL A ~ . o= N
araym yRFERLQEsgadyRy aRNMRy Froyg xmxﬁ RS
QEame iR FEN NN R A qarar iR aRcarsac: aAmay @
M RN R TaqardyRy  a§Rar§asy "1 MR
AR FTUFReypRa Ry gyFRcapnaagy
c) Translate the following sentences into Tibetan:
This is a table. On the table are three books. Two books are red.
One book 1is black. This 1is Tsering. Now Tsering 1is in Tibet.
Tsering's house is in Lhasa. In Lhasa are many lamas. Some lamas

are Kagyupas. This Lama is in the big monastery. That lama is in
the little monastery. In Lhasa are many big monasteries. I am 1in

71
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India. In india are many cars. -This is Pasang's wife. In the
afternoon she is in the garden. In the morning she is in the room.

d) Formulate "and write down two sentences in Tibetan for
each of the three persons in both singular and plural
using the verbs expressing existence.

e) Get hold of a Tibetan and try to speak with him using
the sentence structures you have learned here.

3. Check your knowledge

a) What are the Tibetan verbs expressing identification?

b) What are the Tibetan verbs expressing existence?
c) What is the difference between qitq‘ and &’ﬂ'i\ﬁ' ?

d) In what case does one use &’ﬁ' ?

e) What is the particle called that alwéys accompanies
the verbs

expressing existence?

4. What is to be memorized
a) The verbs expressing existence

b) The difference between &’ﬁ-iﬁ- and qicq-

c) Which verbs expressing existence are used with the
different persons in singular and plural

d) As much of the vocabulary as possible

5. Vocabulary
oL D o - .
my Kiki (name) ’W'Q' Kibi (name) ﬁﬁ'g:ﬂl'chalr
Ny @ translator a’@QN’ Mister gl\lﬂ&!ﬁ wife, woman
N>
qqq‘q@“q"&r Kagyupa (’Emalq room :qcu?s?qix’ importdant
’i}'ll‘ monk alfﬂ garden ﬁﬂﬁﬁ teacher
FaR India &' China 35: Delhi
- - -
e morning MY table AR bed
-~ -~
ﬁ‘ﬁ now E!Kl’]' on g&l'\’?« < car
%g/ afternoon a lama ﬁﬂi' Wang (name)
<N many e{’fﬁé mouse Qgﬁfﬁi classroom-

72
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y

alNG

class
Lhasa

three

a‘fﬂi' restaurant fgfﬂ: shrine room

A (your) flat GRFFE’ the East

e -~ .

gﬁ]Q@j' school _ ﬁﬁ!ﬁﬂ] student -
3 :
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Lesson 17

1. Verbs expressing identification
a) Negation
b) Questions
2. Verbs expressing existence
a) Negation
b) Questions
The interrogative pronoun where
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

S oy W

<é;¥:7///\ 1. Verbs expressing identification

a) Negation

As mentioned in “the previous lesson the verbs expressing

identification are ¥ anq\iﬁ . Both of these are negated with the
adverb & thus becoming W& and XY respectively. The form W is
mostly used in its short form % . This has already been
explained.

o\
R’RQ'E{]'N'&W‘ I am not a monk.
'ﬁ'ﬁn'gq'&‘iﬁq That is not a chair.

b} Questions

Ouestions are formed with the verbs expressing identification by

adding the ending ga

@ﬁ'x:g'qx‘m'uﬁs\‘mm , Are you an Indian?

O\ S =

aﬁ'azq'é'xqmzw{ , Is this a table?

o - .v - lQ - i

@Rl 2NN ﬁq gfq 6\!5\ L‘&" Aren't you a student?
’ﬁ'&,'&'ii'm&q Isn‘t that a horse?

2. Verbs expressing existence
a) Negation

In the last lesson three verbs were presented that express existence:

.




‘i’/i', &/i":’i' and qﬁ”]. . Each of these ale negated dlfferently. Nx is
negated by/ replac1ng it with the verb ﬁ . Ni‘i 1s negated by u51ng
the form Nﬁ&!’iﬁ . ’13“1 is negated by using the form 34’13471

I;'x:‘g'aiﬂ!'m'&'ﬁfl : I am not in China. .
Eﬁmqs\&g&/ﬁ&i\ﬂ . There are no aeroplanes in-Tibet.
q&x/ﬁ'ﬁaz\ré\&'ﬁm'i\miq Sonam is not in the garden..

b) Questions

One caﬁ make a guestion with UTﬁ‘ and Ufﬁ'ii' by adding the ending Q&
With the verb Qizq' one must add the ending ¥ . Notice that these
endings are not used, if the sentence contains an interrogative
pronoun, such as “1'3' or § , etc. ‘ '

@ﬁ'r\;'qg&'@’q&'m’&/ﬁ'nw{ Are you in Sikkim?

NN a ¥ x aS- RGO ATE KAl e D e e .
WY REHHR'ZR Q@E]NNQQN FENANFRYYNY Is His Holiness' residence in

Sikkim?
%‘iq'a'(n:'m'qiq'zqm . Is Tsering inh the restaurant?
q ‘RK'Qq WARNE LN Aren't yYou in Bhutan?
Byamagayarardsasy

rg[nr;axaqs&fﬁ&iﬁm&q - Aren't there statues in the shrine room?

?g’:]&rmg'ng'gm'ﬁ'qiq'qm Isn't Tobchu in the class?

3. The interrogative pronoun where

The interrogative pronoun where is Q'lqa 'in Tibetan. When asking
questions with an interrogative ‘pronoun one  does not  add. the
interrogative ending to the verbs as was mentioned above. : )

a'q‘q‘l'qa'a""‘ ‘wnere 1s Dawa?
a'ﬁ'ﬁn'g'm‘ain] Dawa is. in the school.’
?:’ﬁ'q]'qx'&/ﬁ'iﬁ" Where is Tibet?

~ & ~ o . . S
Qﬂ@ﬂ"'\qsl’;fﬂﬂ]&ww*ﬁ’\ﬂ Tibet is north of India.
@ﬁ'xqg’qqm'&ﬁ'mm Are you in China?
Q'xm'iﬁ'§Q'n]‘qa'a3m1 Where is my book?

@g‘x:‘?y%@‘{q%{qm'qaq Your book is on the table.

7.
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4

A special form of the interrogative pronoun where is from where which

in Tibetan is qTisr . ﬁ&f means from and must be used in the answer.
@ﬁ&:ﬂ]ﬁ&&ﬂ Where are you from?
:'x:'qm'vim'q&rv?(;ﬂ I am from Nepal?
SRS ECEN] Where is she from?
Faoagudrara Ry She is from Sikkim.

4. Exercises
a) Train reading with the Gateway to Knowledge
b) Read and spell the following sentences:

- N -~ o\ o ~“ =N ' L
Eﬂ"\i‘ﬂ]’ﬁ&'v\!ﬁ" C'RR'C}TJ\N’U\IS‘" Qﬁ'fl!'ﬂll"cﬂ'll'%Q'Q'NR'Q'QiﬂTﬂN’[
QA CRE R NS N WL KA L R B T T 3AT R Fs 2R NeaR
qasa JRyVNRGIICEL AT IR
Xy QNE WA RAY ﬁqﬁ'n"ﬁ'm‘ﬁ'qg'&Q'm'rziﬂ]‘qm m:qm'qizq vﬁ‘ag'g'

%%'h"@'gq'&:‘ifqiq @'N'm'wa'ﬁﬁs\'m'&:'h‘&’ 5 R U amar s 5

ey s BT mgadyRy  MaTIRRATRY s arsig R

fll&lN'@'Q“Q'qgﬁ'ﬂ'&lR'Q'Wﬂ'iﬁ’ﬂ&" mn]&'&fﬁ'iﬁq

b} Translate the sentences from exercise a)

c) Translate the following sentences into Tibetan:

Where is Sonam? Sonam is in the school. Is she a student? Néi she
is a teacher. Are there many students in the school? No, there are
ten students. Where is that student from. He is from Sikkim. Where
is she from. She is from Nepal. Are there many Indians in this

school? There are three Indians. They are teachers. Who 1s she? She
is a translator. In the morning she is at the school, but in the
afternoon she is at the hospital.

d) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him a few questions in Tibetan.

5. Check your knowledge

a) Say the negated forms of the two verbs expressing
identification

b) How does one form guestions with the wverbs expressing
identification? ;

c) Say they negated forms of the werbs expressing existence

d) How does one form guestions with the verbs expressing
existence?

7¢-




e) Hew does one
f) Does one add
g) Can you make
h) How does one
i) How does one

j) How does one

say where in Tibetan?

66

a guestion ending to the verbs when one uses where?

a gquestion with where?

say from where in Tibetan?

say from in Tibetan?

say Where are you from? in Tibetan?

6. What is to be memorized

a)  The negations of the verbs expressing identification

EROL-3 88

b) How to make questions with the verbs expressing . -
identification ’

c):The negations of the verbs expressing existence

d) How to make questions with the verbs expressing existence

e) The interrogative pronouns QTQR'and~QT§N'

f) The preposition ﬁ&'

g) The vocabulary

7. Vocabulary

77

ﬂgfﬁﬁﬁf . Karma Gon (n. of monastery) %YQS' statue
F&IN‘ Kham (area in East Tibet) @'Qﬁ'ﬂ‘ can indian
q%ﬂY one Qg‘ - - ten
%RTY cld g' horse

y place of living, residence aqy aeroplane
5 . Y

n N

Qarwar Nepal %&'gq&x' - Sikkim
BEYRRY hospital 3’35‘2!/ precious
Qﬁﬂ]&‘&' residence {honorific) &ﬁlﬁaﬁg\/&g His Holiness
Kqﬁ&' three gquswar Samye (name of

a monastery)
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: Lesson 18

1. The verbs expressing possession
a) Statements
b) Negations
Cc) Questions
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

U W

/A

i 1. The verbs expressing possession

a) Statements

In Tibetan the verb to have does not exist. Instead the verbs
expressing existence are used in that one for example says:

-~ o\ ~
SN ar ﬁQ'Q]‘I’?N’ ¥ Wﬂ’i
(me) (for) {two books) (there are)"

I have two books

One must thus always remember to place a ladon @« after the person
who has something. As in the case of expressing eg/ci\stence &Tg' is
used with the first person singular and plural, and WS§X§ and

'13“1' are used with the second and third person singular and plural.

:'x:m'(m;'m'nﬁar&’ﬁ»[ I have two houses.
~ D Y e S sl e
Eﬁ'a:m'sq'éas\'qwqxﬁ‘ You have a big table.

@ﬁx:méaq‘qiq You have a dog.

~ -~ ~ o~

F’&R'ﬂd'g&'a[ﬂ’\'wﬂ'ﬂﬂ’[ He has a car.

~ N s

N'KR'W'QR'&’Q}Q&&’Q@Q‘ She has three sisters.
;50435]515\@41&?‘1 We have a teacher.
oSS S~ Ui Vi
[As x:émfz?aj{guqz‘ o You have beds.
@ﬁ’gg'f&}':}‘d}&ﬂiﬂ] You have cows.
-~ o~
fu’x:‘gm’aé'cg'&'wﬂ‘ii" ' They have oranges.
~ ~
F'K:'%Q}'@’&'Qjﬂ] They have hats.

28,
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b) Negations

’

The verbs expressing possession are negated in the same way as the
verbs expressing existence.

Q'x:'m'ﬁq@ﬂ _ - I do not have a book.
@ﬁ"\f;'mﬂ'wi'&/ﬁ'&'iﬁ’[ You do not have cows.
@ﬁ'&(‘@]’ﬂ'i}ﬁiﬂ} ©.You do not have (any) meat-.
~ A v ~ .
F'RR'Q'R'QQ'Wﬁ'N”‘\ﬁ’[ He does not have a rabbit.
~ soey : 5 :
&‘&Q‘Q}'N‘&j'@iml : She does not have (any) teeth.
:;gcngsﬁﬁ’l We do not have peacocks.
~ ~ A N~ ~ . .
@ﬂ'&('&g‘m'ﬂ’wﬁ'&"iﬂ ' You do not have knives.
- T A
@ﬁ'&:'é’&!'ﬁ'&'diﬂ] _ You do not have stones.
AxeEar§a dssris They do not 1 K
, e €y do not have monkeys.
Fradargadgaiy v
-~ Y
F’RR'%Q'E'NKT"&'Q@U‘ They do not ‘have food.

C} Questions

Questions with the verbs expressing possession are formed in .the:

same way as with verbs expressing existence. Remember that one must

always ask with the verb the person one is speaking to has -to -
answer with. Thus, one must use uTﬁ' when asking someone directly.

;'g;'m'@&'xg‘&/ﬁ'iﬂ'qmm Do I have intelligence?
@ﬁ'x:'m‘é'&/ﬁ'qwi : Do you have a dog?
-~ e . Poy ' 1
fﬂr‘:a"ﬁs,mw'\‘\ﬁ I Doeshe~have meney?
&';:'m‘ﬁ'ém‘qigq'q]wi Does she have vegetables?
@ﬁ'&i'&'j&'iﬁ‘ﬁﬁ‘u&l Don't you have any free time?
-~ -~ - .
F‘x:'m'%q"wﬁ’&'xﬁ'qmq Doesn‘t he have sheeps?
f{&:fc\]gq\laqiq}q]w{ Don't they have pens?

o

79
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2. Exercises
a) Train reading with The Juwel Ornament of Liberation

b) Read, spell and translate the following sentences: .

qm‘ﬁ&‘m'ﬁ‘tﬁqm @ﬁ'&:'m'é'cg&'&”ﬁ'mm mq&'?ﬁﬁq

-~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e\
:'a:'m'nﬂ‘wy{ [n'x:'m'g‘alm'qizq‘qw{ [n'a:‘cn'gém'w:m'&'qiq
N ~ ~ N ~ ~
wq'ﬁ'w:'fn'x:m'q'qq'qin] N'R:m'q'qiqq&q mq&'q'i:q
EEaraxa ' Eggascara E R R e e
FEARRANT AE92 MR AR
qu\v‘ﬁ'qin] @ﬁ'xa'i\ﬁwﬁm'qanm‘qiq ARy Ry q%‘g:'&f'an}'iﬁq
~ -~ -~ ~ -~ ~ &~ -~
N argqa iy aRgaay — QEAFHRF A RLAER WA

.‘A' . - . - .Q -

grAd gy qinqq rd:q&ailq
c) Translateifthe following sentences into Tibetan:
Do you have sugar. No, but I have milk. I have tea. Does shé' have

sugar? Yes. Does he have a pot? Yes.

Does the neighbor have a dog? No, but he has seven goats. Does he
also have cows? No, he has some horses.

Do you have bread? No, I have butter. She has bread. Does she have
a knife? Yes. Don't you have a plate? No.

d) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him questions using the verbs
expressing possession

3. Check you knowledge
a) What are the verbs expressing possession?

b) How are these verhs used with the different persons?

c) What is the difference between &giq and q§q~?
d) How one negate the verbs expressing possession?

e) How does one form questions with the verbs expressing
possession?

f) What should be placed after the person possessing
something?

4. What 1is to be memorized

a) How to make statements, negations, and questions
with the verbs expressing possession

b) The vocabulary

0.




5. Vocabulary

ayisrad-dga good day

[Q‘Q]QT food

70

}{W'QER' Kalzang (name)

-~
s pot

a’uch' food (in the sense of something to eat)

Az home
o2 me
qja knife

:@:‘éaj' vegetables

stone

¥
‘\
qiﬁ seven
~

e

y2& beggar

é'a\y'w\';' sugar

~RA7

@&-&gq neighbor
fgar  money

SN

(=%

aQ'yz' lawn .

o

Dorje (name)

I
Jm)

Sx3 plate
a
q' monkey
S
N v
¥R over there

qq"a"]qr bread

NI butter

Q" peacock N'Q  pen
Ears” an orange C'SJ/' ‘hat

o
E;f curd :/‘/q] potato
X'~ goat ¥ rabbit

. h -
o:]’q‘ sheep

Eq/' teeth
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Lesson 19

Presentation of Qiﬂ'as a verb expressing identificaticn

Presentation of the most important postpositions
Exercises
Check your knowledge and memorize

W DN

éé;%Z///\ 1. Presentation of QiF]as a verb expressing identification

Ry can sometimes be used instead of 25 in cases of perscnal experience

or-an opinion about something.
é'&r;z'\'ifa&‘h/‘qiq] Coca-cola is delicious
- 1c .

=S, SO, . . ~
:\q C{ﬁ u\m]q&qiqw This book is not good.

2. Presentation of the most important postpositions

In English words such as above, under, on, etc. are ca:led
prepositions. In Tibetan these words are called postpositions
because they are always placed after the word they resier tc. In
English we for example say: there is a book under thes table. n

Tibetan the same sentence would be:

=N\ -~ Y N
Sm@d‘ Qqﬂf ﬁ@ﬂ&q‘ Qiﬂ
(rable) {under) {one book) (there 1is)

There is a book under the table.

Postpositions—alwavs —reguire—the—same —structure. Firsi—Corses—=zhe

object that the postposition refers to (3%¥). Right af:ter this comes :
o . . . . AN

dreldra (7') that connects the object with the pos zitio. Then

stro
comes the postposition (f3) itself which must be follcwed b laddn

() .

~ o~ o, ~ . . -~ . (o . -
34 3 aQ aq) & AR@ET alm,
{object) (dreldra) {postp.) {ladon)

(3]
)-_\
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Here are some of the most common postpositions:

@Kf above th
&3§ in front of gﬁl'
%' inside g
QWA right - q&’s"
~ -~

§§' before EX

-~
qy on Q=

SgN middle ﬁﬁm'
INEN in between ﬂQ&Y
= North g5
r‘g" South 3:1'

u 1

[N
Qﬁ5$ near, close to

Examples:

, {nvg'qa~€;-m.s.q3q o
@“'@ﬂ'ﬁl'fﬂ’m'g"ﬂ'q%q-diq
NUCE S —

(na':rq%a'@qm'g&'qr‘&‘ﬁ'mﬂ

~

under, below
behind
outside

left

after

on

middle

during

There is a bird above the house. -
There is a pen under the chair.
Is there-a park in front: of the school?

There is no car behind this house.

There are many monks inside this monastery

aa ~
ROA QR Q AL AN LISIC LA SM
1 | 1 1 2 ¢ f

~ N
&.;L_\.F:.qq.s.m.qiq.‘

3. Exercises

She is outside the house.

a) Make sentences with the remaining postpositions

b) 'Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him a few questions using

postpositions

c)' Train reading with The Juwel Ornament of Liberation

4. Creck your knowledge and memorize

a) The structure of a sentence with a postposition

83.
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&’gq':q’q‘cqnq‘q]'qizx“q]w‘ Is she cgming te Kibi?
&/x;?‘amq‘imgqaiﬂ When will she arrive at Kibi?

4. Exercises
a) Train reading with The Juwel Ornament of Liberation

b) Negate the verb to see in all tenses

c) Translate the following‘sentences into Tibetan:

Did you see that house? Yes, it is my house. Who is
staying in your house. My mother and sister is staying there (in
that). When did your mother come to India? She came to India three
vears ago (before). Where is your father? He went to Nepal. Do you
smell the fragance of that incense? My father is selling that in
Nepal. The incense has a good smell. I will go now. See you soon!
d) Make 5 sentences in Tibetan using negated verbs of experience
e) Make three guestions using the verb to go

f) Make three gquestions using the verb to come

5. Check your knowledge

a) Name the negations of the verbs of experience in all
tenses

b) What are the two possibilities for making questions
with verbs of experience; give examples!

c) What does one use instead of to come in the past .
tense?

d) Conjugate the verb to go in all tensecs o

e) Conjugate the verb to come in all tenses

6. What is to be memorized
a) The negations of verbs of experience in all tenses

b) How to make questions with the verbs of experience

c) How to use the verbs to come and to go

d) The interrogatives how and when

8-



7. ‘Vocabulary

qn‘qf{&r teaching :qﬁ& , when
N>

qrqi- how - v Er‘/ (all tenses) to hear
M1 QER movie - 34\’ &'i{'&ﬁm'&ﬁ;' See you soon!

g 4 | 3 1
qg/' ' (all tenses) to go tq:g' (fut.) to watch
PES (pf.) to go B R AR (pr.) to dream
35 of B -
gz;‘ ' (all tenses) to sell X (pr./fut.) to come
ar vear zg;t:r (pr./fut.) to arrive
ﬁq&r (pf./imp.) to arrive (@« : ‘father
C{\S/J'\’Q' to arrive (polite) Sj'qf{z;' - train
%!/N" incense

87
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: | 'Lesson 24

Special structures:

a) To like

b) To need

c) To want
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary

[

U1 W N

ANV e

(s 1. Special structures

In the last two lessons we will go through certain special verbs
that are very useful in daily speech.

a) To like
In, Tibetan one can express fondness: for something by using 5q¢ﬁf

fondness. One combines this noun with the verb to have. The thing I
or person one likes must be followed by a laddén which thus e
indicates the object of one's fondness. Therefore, in order to avoid
confusion, one does not put a laddon with the person who possesses
this fondness. Examples:

:':;’nﬂm'ﬁqq‘h‘&’ﬁq I like apples. (o
@q&:'cﬁm‘ﬁqwifqiq You like pears. -
@‘a:'é‘m'ﬁqa'i}"qiq He likes curd.

Ay Ragarsaa i asy Do you like meat? *
S ERGAEY Yes, T do.

ﬁ&:'é‘gm'&'ﬁn}qﬁ‘qiqug Does he like oranges?

(JJL)WK\JSIJ]QEJ/Qin} Yes, he does.

b) To need

The verb to need ﬂﬁ& requires that a laddn is placed after the
person who has the need. For example:

:'x:'m'§m'q%q'3n‘fm1 I need a book.

-~ &N -~ S~
@'Rg’m‘&'ﬁ‘qsﬂ]‘ﬁql\l'q"?ﬂ" He needs a map.

36
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ﬁifz:x can also be conjugated as an involurntary verb of action:
. . . Q‘\ - V ‘Q. t : : a 1
.'xg'd ’-leq 2ARS ﬁ‘““ ll'] Qiﬁ] . I will need bread.

ﬁ&&'&'&ﬂ"‘&@ﬂﬁ&'%’iﬁ" | He will need bread.

Likewise, 3&1’1«1' can also be negated:

o -~ . .
Oﬁ'a}'ﬁqw‘ This is not necessary.
DN LS S . .
Qﬁ"iﬂ]&'ﬂ'}’&l Qiﬂ‘ This is not necessary.
P ’
Q‘R('m'@'m'ﬁq&!'q'&ﬁ’{ I don't need a hat.
V . . V q“c“o »
64"\:'04'5504 ﬂﬂ‘l\!ﬂ'}&! Qifﬂ ' She doesn't need money.
-~ -~ O SN N .
@ﬁ’&i'm’ﬂ’q‘ﬁﬂ&l'q'v\!ﬁﬂ&] Will vou need money?
EU B DR R No, I will not.

The verb ﬂﬁh'can also be joined with other verbs to express the need:
for an action:

~ w w

:‘R(‘ﬁ&]&'m'flﬁ]'ﬁﬂ‘&’Wﬂ I have to go to the market.

@ﬁ'&&"g"&‘QI'QQ:]/’ﬁET‘/N‘KTQYQSEYKI‘N" Do you have to go to Lhasa?

c) To want

The verb 'to want .Qﬁ/ﬁ' can also be joined with other verbs to express
the wish and intention for doing something. For example:

LRy N arad Ay Wy | I want to go to Lhasa.
\{"\R‘QGJ'NGJ'GJ'Q&!"QY "ARXJ ' He wants to bgo to Nepal.

A ararafaiyagq

v - Q .v - vv-“o -

LAEN Qﬁ& Qg Qﬁﬂﬂ“fliﬂ] She wants to come here.
:xqgﬁqmq&ja‘{ﬁ&\@ﬂ I don't want to go to China.
et e e NS .

(nxr;qarﬁﬁa& N : He doesn't want to eat meat.

2. Exercises

a) Train reading with The Jewel Ornament of Liberation




b) Translate the following sentences into Tibetan:

90

I am Dorje. I want to go to Thasa. I like monasteries. I want to see
many statues. But I need a map of Lhasa. This is my sister. Her nanme
is Chokyi. She wants to go tO Nepal. She likes restaurants. She

needs to eat a .lot of food. Do you have a map of Nepal? I
maps .

need three

c) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him a few questions using the

special structures mentioned in this lesson.
R 3. Check your knowledge

like?

b) Where should one place the laddn when using
or to want?

c) Say: I don't like apples

d) Say: I don't need .to eat apples

e) Say: I don't want to w®at apples
4. What is to be memorized

a) The uses of to like, to need, and to want

5. Vocabulary

ﬁﬁm&' market é}ygﬂ' Chokyi (name)
”{é: Dorje (name} I to eat

a) Where must one place a laddn when using the verb to

the verb to need

) KEENTRRTR FrreRes

33
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Lesson 25

1. Special structures

a) To be allowed

b) It is alright
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to be memorized
Vocabulary ‘

éé;ijf//\ 1. Special structures

a) To be allowed

U W DN

To be allowed is formed by adding FNGRY  sfter the verb stem.
Examples:

cRngEaanararad Fa A R§A8  am T allowed to go into the shrine room?

mq&q@lt\{n‘&\]iﬁ'{ v Yes, you are-allowed to go [therel..
. [y N~ »
i'&i-’ﬂ]ﬂ"ﬁﬂ"\'@&l'&ﬂl'ﬂ]"\ﬁ'qN'1 ) Am I allowed to take photos?
Nﬂ&gﬂ]ﬂ‘\l&liﬂ ' No, you are not allowed.

N -~ -~ N -

Emf\gQ&ﬂ‘lq&l’\ﬁ'{ [One] is not allowed to throw stones

after the dogs

b) It 1is alright

[N o~

One can ask with is it alright by adding FRAANARGIN. after the verb
" stem. ¥ is here a .conditional tense meaning "if I do. something, will
it be alright?" There is a slight pause after the § particle and
then the agauiRzaa phrase is spoken guickly together. Examples:

:‘x:'fﬁ&'q%’%i'qﬁq&‘ﬁ‘"iﬁ'mw" ‘Is it alright if I buy this?
mq&'qaqu'q"xﬂ Yes, it is alright.
;'x:'qaa'gﬁ'ﬁ’Q@g}z\ra'r\ﬁ‘qm Is it alright if I stay here?
N O~ . . «
mq&'ng‘&'q'r\ﬂ Yes, it 1s alright.

éﬂ;;g;%ﬁ?{:ﬁq%q‘maiﬁ It is alright if you come tomorrow.
1 :

2,
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' Lesson 20

1. Presentation of verbs of action and verbs of experience
a) Introduction
b) Voluntary and involuntary verbs
2. Presentation of the conjugation of action verbs
a) Past tense
bh) Present tense-
c) Future tense
Exercises
Check your knowledge
What is to memorized
Vocabulary

o U W

<£;¥:7///\ 1. Presentation of verbs of action and verbs of experience

a) Introduction

So far we have been presented with verbs expressing identification
and existence. We have said #for example: this is a book cr thére is
a bock on the table. But nothing much has happened yet. We have not
described any actions where someone is doing something, as :in the
sentences: the cat ate the fish or I am gning to the market. Nor
have we described any experiences, as in the sentences: the dog is
sick or I smell the flower. Thus, in Tibetan one distinguilshes
between verbs of action and verbs of experience. This difference
comes up when conjugating those verbs.

b) voluntary and involuntary verbs

The distinctions we make in English between active and passive
voices, transitive and intransitive verbs do not occur in Tibetan.
There 1is, however, a distinction in Tibetan which 1is of prime
importance, namely that between voluntary and involuntary verbs. In
the case of wvoluntary verbs someone or something is doing the ‘action
intentionally. For example: he is turning the prayer wheel. In the
case of involuntary verbs the action is taking place without anyone
or anything doing it intentionally. For example: the prayer wheel

arimeTrgy

Prm——

involuntary; a verb cannot in some cases be vecluntary and in other
cases be involuntary. Therefore, in the example with the prayer
wheel given above a different verb would be used in each case
although the verb to turn is the same .in English.

Another important indicator of whether a wverb is voluntary or
involuntary is that in the case of voluntary verbs there is someone
or something who is intentionally doing the action. This someone or
something is underlined in Tibetan by adding a particle to it called
jedra. In classical Tibetan there are five forms of jedra which
depend on the ending of the preceding syllable. In the colloquial
language Tibetans mostly use two forms:

asy after anyr suffix in the preceding syllable, f.ex. ﬁktaN'

Ay after syllables with no ending, f.ex. @N-

qo0-




2. Presentation of the conjugation of action verbs

a) Past tense

Voluntary verbs:

Past tense

First person

verb + quﬁi

Second person

Third person

» B . 5 s
verb + q‘;ﬁ' or VvVerb + X’

Examples:
N\
SEN ﬂéf
(I) (jedra)

ﬁ::i&ﬁh@q&ﬂiﬁq

(3]

o ~
'NN'?;'QEN'NQ"I

20

Involuntary verbs:

3 -Q - Q . ‘Q
RN A R
(a book) ' (write) (did)

I wrote a book.

You threw a stone.

The cat ate the fish.

Past tense

73

11 pronouns

verb + iﬁ:

Examples:
-~

-~
:x:qqmaammq
~~

%.N.\qx.&/g.}I

I was born in Tibet.

The sun rose.

Q1




b) Present tense

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Present tense

First person verb + axﬁﬁ'

Second person

Third person

verb + E]qizq

Examples:

CoxC” A E’ agc’ Y
] g q

(1) (jedra) (tea) {drinking)

I am:drinking tea.

The door opens.

c) Future tense

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

“{am)

You are studying.

They meet in the monastary.

T1ibliroe. b aoanca
=4 | N S W Ny f

74

oY
g A U e

N
First person verb + N

A

Second person

.~
verb + qrgq
Third person ‘
Examples:
g L T e e r e 00
oxg SE R3] 3 QP&
(1) (jedra) (a book) {buy) (will)

I will buy a book.

q2.
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7 . o NS A .
{nr\; Qﬁx §ﬁ‘““ﬂ He will stay here.

- . QUQ.’\ ) . k3 ‘ .
ﬁ;g q&,q‘ z-\ﬁ»‘ You are going to die!

Notice that some verbs .change their spelling in the different
tenses. These you may find in a dictionary or in the book The
Complete Tibetan Verb Forms. ‘

3. Exercises

a) Train reading with The Juwel Ornament of Liberation
b) Translate the following sentences into Tibetan:

I will write a book. They stayed here. You are meeting
in the monastery. The cat will eat the fish. We drank
tea. They talked. The sun will rise. I stayed in the
house. The dog died.

4. Check your knowledge

a) Explain the difference between voluntary and

involuntary
verbs

b) Can you list the conjugations in all tenses for both
voluntary and involuntary verbs?
5. What is to be memorized

a) The difference between voluntary and involuntary
verbs '

b} Allvthe conjugations

Notice! It is absolutely essential for being able to -
speak Tibetan to know these conjugations - so work hard

A = =Y S

WL [ S

q3.




6. YOcabulary

Abbreviations: pf. perfektum
pr. present tense
fut. future tense
imp. imperative

#ﬁ'&' a talk %N‘

-~ =N

g‘ door aQax’

2 X

ﬁﬁf sun 5

ZUY ‘(all tenses) to meet

]

@8’  (pr.) to drink }{

N

ﬁﬁ' (all tenses) to stay Q%R‘

§ﬁ' (pr.) to do QHY

Qayr (pf.) to eat ~QR'

-~

QQﬁ' (pf./fut.) to talk

SN . . Q.

s (pf.imp.) to write ]

af-ley (fut.) to eat Qﬁ:&

N
[N
QAax’ (pr./fut.) to rise -q‘

(past tense)

(pf./imp.) to be born

(pr./fut.) to die

(pr./fﬁt.) to buy

stone
here
{all tenses) to do,
(pf./imp.) to rise

\' .\/ . s
a\‘ﬂ gi studies

(fut.) to write
(pf.) to drink
(pf./imp.) to die

to make

76
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Lesson 21

Negations of the verbs of action
Questions with the verbs of action
Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is toc be memorized

W 1. Negations of the verbs of action

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Ui W=

Past tense

‘ [N
First person verb + H'3§

&

{Second person , ~ ~
verb + Q'&'Rﬁ' or verb + NI
Third person .

Examples:

- RN Sere 8

g’z KI]N ﬁQ Qﬁ qu'a N&l‘[

(1) (jedra) {(this book) (write) (did not)
I didn't write this book.

@i'x:'ﬁ]m"{'ng&'qmiﬂ You didn't throw a stone.

a'au’fﬁ'qaw&‘&/gv{ ' The cat didn't eat the fish.

Q'R:‘\Q/ﬁ'm’g&]'&'&/ﬁw ' ’ - I wasn't born in Tibet.

%'N'.q&'&‘&/:'ff The sun didn't rise. -

3S.

77



78

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Present tense

First person

verb + Eﬁﬁﬁ

Second person

Third person

verb + ﬁqiq]

Examples:
LR AE AGE AR
e agRarasy
Q'C\'
NAH NN

o

3
2R agq

I am not drinking tea.
You are not studying.
They are not meetihg at the mdnastery.

The door is not opening.

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Future tense

First person

L&
verb + q}&ﬁ

Second person

Third person

N ~
verb + q"&'gﬂ'

Examples:

I will not buy one book.

He will not stay here.

You are not going to die!

96 -
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2. Questions with the verbs of action

One can form a question with either voluntary or involuntary verbs
by adding a question particle to its conjugation or by putting an
interrogative word in the sentence. Remember to use the verb '
conjugation the person has to answer.

Examples:

QR XL QA R YL A IR L& A drinki ?

@i C!] g Q’] ﬁ 1 Ye you drinking tea-
@qa:iﬁ&ﬁq‘rﬁ@1\1‘&1'&5\‘&1&1 Did you write this book?
[N ~ . -
@'3!51'5':15&'&:;:;!&1 Did the cat eat the fish?
- N - [N U N

@ﬁ"&&'ﬂ]&'ﬁﬂﬂﬁ’?fﬂ]'wﬁ'ljlﬁ!'{ Are you going to buy this book?
@ﬁ'g;‘{ﬁmgm'q‘iﬁ'qwf : Were you born in Tibet?
~ NN~ [

(K]RR&;QﬁQSﬁKﬂQiﬂ‘Q}N’{ ) Is he studying?
@3'&:'@2'8}'&'23&1&1 » Are you not going to die?
s e

:}{35‘&1@3{1‘13}&1 o ‘ Isn't the door opening?

3. Exercises

a) Train reading with The Juwel Ornament . of Liberation

b) Write 5 sentences in Tibetan using the verbs of action
with negations

C) Write 8 qguestions in Tibetan using the verbs of action
d) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him a few guestions .
using

verbs of action

4. Check your knowledge

a) Explain how to negate the verbs of action in all
tenses - : ’

b) Explain how to make questions with the verbs of action

5. What is to be memorized

a) The negations of the verbs of sactions

b) How to make questions with the verbs of action

-
N
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Lesson 22

Presentation of the verbs of experience
Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized

Vocabulary

U W N

\_/;:7 1. Presentation of the verbs of experience

Verbs of experience are the verbs where the subject experiences
something, such as seeing, hearing, feeling, and so forth. As these
verbs are inflected in anothér way than the verbs of actions, they
are here explained separately.

Voluntary and involﬁntary verbs:

: Past tense

\/ -
All pronouns verb + ¥
Examples:
Y 5 §k1
(1) (sick) (was)
_— . !Q le . lv .
{Eﬁ XE :r]z\: A qv)g qu:){ You dreamt.
Az Easnadny They thought .

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Present tense

All pronouns verb + aVlim
-Examples:
R'Rf\'aN‘fﬂ(fﬂ'q%‘&{(‘a’QSq I see this house.

qs8.

srommeensny
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@i:z'\;‘am'{m'&/'f&]'a'qiq] You listen to music.
54/"&:‘21'\]N‘a'vq]'a'g'&‘«x'&\]'qiq ‘She smells the fragance of the flower.

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Future tense

All pronouns verb + 8‘]’:"\
Examples:
.~ . .
w:q @q& U\]Q“ q qgr; :11 ’Rﬁ" The exam will go well.
;':;ch'&'ﬂ'q = Eﬁiﬂ I will receive a letter.
e S . : :
fza X agg NI ’i %i Lq ’\ﬂ)f They will find that. house.

a) Train readlng with The Juwel Ornament of Liberation

b) Fill in the missing conjugation:

A A a ’

Q.xq.q\&‘@vqi'&zg OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 1 I Saw this dog-

-~

rnnangi cccccccccccccccccccccc 1 They are Sick. .

~ N -~ :
gﬁ'xa‘m'wﬂ'aqr\ """""""""" '[ . T - You received a letter.
R ?{N Q&N .................. : .1 . We are thifnking.

~ - A~ -
N'Rﬁ'm'ﬁQ'Qﬂ'gﬂ""""ng ..... 1 She w111 f\lnd thls book.
_ - )
AR Qs g | i . He dreamt.
‘ ﬂ&'@f:wﬂ}’ﬁsf\ """""""" 1 . The holiday went well.

N>

VQ'V:‘NQT?J/'QSQ """""""" 1 S . The studies are going well.
SRR A AR R AR 1 ‘I:don't feel well.

9.
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c) Make five sentence in Tibetan using verbs of experience in different
tenses

d) Get hold of a Tibetan and say three sentences using verbs of
experience

3. Check your knowledge

a) Conijugate the verb to see in all tenses

4. What is to be memorized

a) The conjugations of verbs of experience in all
tenses

5. Vocabulary

ﬂt;’@;' holiday %ﬁ (fut.) to find
Har {all tenses) to listen s¥c:  (all tenses) to see
%3{ swell, fragance q' (all tenses) to be sickk‘
%:' (pf./imp.) to happen qszg (pr./fut.) to happen
%
qéij {all tensés) to receive g}; (all tenses) to feel, experience

ﬁwm&rqsq‘(pf./fut.) to dream uuqif good, well
&51 a letter Xar3 music

gaj&  (pr.) to think g3 (pf.) to think

100 -
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Lesson 23

Negations of the verbs of experience
Questions with the verbs of experience
The verbs to come and to go

Exercises

Check your knowledge

What is to be memorized

Vocabulary

<£;¥:7///\ 1. Negations of the verbs of experience

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

~N YU W N

Past tense

All pronouns verb ‘+ 3y§ﬁ:

Examples:
V -
NS ﬁ &'NQ1
(1) (sick) (was not)
I was not sick.
- N N N .
@i'&:‘ﬂ}&'&'m&':}t}('&}'&(”{ You did not dream.
~ ~ .
{Q‘RR'{N‘QN&N'N‘NQ"[ : They did not think.

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Present tense

All pronouns

verb + as“mi:q |

Examples:
,i'&;’i&‘{nr:'ax‘a%m.“z’:ﬁ‘ﬁ’qia] : © I don't see the héuse-
@ﬁ*lamfm&"ﬁaﬁaqiq , You do not listen’to the music.

101.
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i«f&ilﬁ&i}gﬂa%& Raadiﬂ] She does not smell the fragance

of the flowers.

Voluntary and involuntary verbs:

Future tense

All pronouns verb + Eﬁ&iﬁ

Examples:

(=N -~ o\ -~

way WYL QQUQTA'R The exam will not go well.
g Tagaiyalsy

Q'J‘\Q'GJ'&'E]'Q\S/R'ET&’Q?{ I will not receive any letter.

ﬁ&(f&fl}:l}%%iﬂ\]miﬂ They will not find the house.

2. Questions with verbs of experience

Just like with the verbs of action, questions are formed with verbs
of experience by adding a questing particle after the verb
conjugation or by using an interrogative in the sentence. Examples:

~ [N A\~ N w

, @ﬁ'xg'q&'@'i'&xzt&:ﬂ&" Did you see that dog?
~ 8 Al .
[n'x:'q&'n’qa'am'qm:'q&y Did he hear the teachlngh,?
@ﬁ:x:'ﬁ'm&'q‘v,/r;ﬁyqiqmm Are you dreaming?
@'ﬁ&‘q'i'@mma*qiq What is that dog thinking?
@ﬂ%?ﬁ&éﬁ‘gﬂ‘ﬁ%ﬁﬂ‘giiﬂﬂ&” Are you going to watch the movie?
&ng&qqsasqgﬁiﬁ" How will the exam go?

N> N . :

3. The verbs to come and to go

As the verbs to come and to go are very useful, they will here be
explained separately:. To come and to go are both involuntary verbs
of action; one does therefore not put any jedra with the person who
is coming or going. .The verb to come is only used in the present and
future tenses; instead of using came in the past tense, Tibetans use
the verb arrived when saying that someone has come. The place one is
going to or arriving at must be followed by a laddn. Examples:

10
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In, the past tense of to go one often finds a special past tense form
of this verb: ag{

;x:ﬁﬁméﬁqﬁﬁ)l I went to Tibet

~ A A . : .
Q'&('Qﬁ'm'qg’q'&!ﬂ : I am going to Tibet.

-~ SO\ O X . . .
t;'&i'l:!ﬁ'm'qq‘]'q't&ﬂ I will go to Tibet.
~ e
N'RR'@’Q}"\'W'QQ'NQ'/‘ ’ She went to India.
N gaRagaalsy | She went to India.
~ ~ e\ : :
N'RQ'@'Q}’R'Q'QQ}'Q‘]'Q&Q’} She is going to India.
e AT\ -
&'RR'@'H}R'N'Q{]'Q}'R?{ She will go to India.
r;'r\g'ifﬁ'arqé/g'&/;vi ' , : I arrived in Tibet.
q&qiﬁm?{:&\‘&/ﬂ L : I am coming to Tibet.
q;;iﬁm{qa&ﬂ I will corﬁe te Tibet..
&f‘&:‘@‘q;'m’ﬂq&‘&ﬁ;% : ' She arrived in. India.
&‘x:'@'qx'm'ngq‘iﬂ She arrived in India.
&‘g:'g‘q;'m‘?{:&\]'qiq] : " She is coming .to India. :
{gggqgm?{;aiﬂ She will come to India. .

The verb to arrive can of course also be used in other tenses, . for -
example: : .

ﬁqﬁxqimgqaiﬂ - When will the train arrive?
I
Some more examples with to come and to go: -

@ﬁ;;@ﬁqmq:‘ia&ﬁq&:{ - Will you go to China.

am]z\x'cﬁﬂ :'xq‘@'ﬁq‘mnﬁﬁ]&;ﬂ v Yes, I will éo to China. |

103.
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2. Exercises
a) Train reading with The Juwel Ornament of Liberation

b) Translate the following sentences into Tibetan:

I have to go to the market. Would it be alright if vyou

bought meat for me? Yes, it is alright. Is Tsering
allowed to go together with you? Yes, (he) is allowed. Where is the
market? It is close to the school. Do you have to go to the school?
Yes, I have to go to the school. Do you also want to go? No, I
don't.

¢) Get hold of a Tibetan and ask him a few questions using the
special structures taught in this lesson

3. Check your knowledge
a) How does one say Am I allowed to ...?
b) How does one say Is it alright if ...?

c) What is the function of 5 after a verb?:

4. What is to be memorized

a) The two special structures taught in this lesson

5. Vocabulary

aﬁafi' together with (postposition)

ﬁﬂ&'@ﬂ‘ to take photos (voluntary verb of action)
nQ .

I «775 tomorrow
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