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In Soviet Baltic, an unintended openness

In January 1988, the world was hit by the launch of the Estonian National Independence Party,
the first political opposition party in the history of the Soviet Union, which aimed to restore a free
and independent Estonia by working as an opposition party against Communist Party.

The Idea of the proposal came from the head of the Estonian Buddhist Brotherhood, Vello
Vaartnou, who made this announcement at a press conference in Moscow.

This news was broadcast all over the world, for example on 10.02.1988 Philip Taubman wrote in
The NY Times about the proposal of 14 citizens to create the first political opposition party and
mentions that this news has boosted Estonians' national feelings and alarmed ruling authorities.

It has been 30 years when being forward-looking and ahead of time,Vello Vaartnou and handful of
Buddhists opened the door to freedom and independence in Estonia. It is time to investigate who
is a Buddhist Vello Vaartnou; why and how he came up with a proposal to create an ENIP that
initiated the breakdown of the Soviet Union.

Not much has been published about this event and Vaartnou has not commented this until today,
so it will be the first time when he agreed to elaborate his ideas.



Soviet Estonia in the 80s

In 1944-1990, the only allowed "honor, common sense and conscience" in the Soviet Union was the Communist
Party and in Estonia ruled its local branch, the Communist Party of Estonia.The power of this party was based on
extensive militia and KGB apparatus, fully subordinated media, Plan Committee and, of course, the Soviet
occupation army. Party and all life in Estonia was leaded by a Central Committee.

The dissidents in Estonia were mainly engaged in writing various petitions and letters to abroad but these actions
did not reach up to actual politics. INnAugust1987, the Deer Park meeting was held which demanded the disclosure
of the MRP Pact and asked permission to the erect a statue for the deportees.

Obviously, the goals of dissidents were totally different from Vaartnou's proposal to create a political party with the
aim to take power from communists and achieve Estonia's independence. The party is always created with the
aim to take power.

A man is the sum of his actions

Vello Vaartnou's actions describe him as a person with many capabilities and knowledge in many areas. When
talking about the Estonian-born and now Swedish citizen Vello Vaartnou, one must keep in mind that the starting
point for all his actions has always been based on the principles of Buddhism and that he has never let society or
the ruling regime dictate his way.

Vello Vaartnou was born in 1951 in Saaremaa, Estonia. He was very active in sports, learned to play chess at
early age and likes to play chess until today. When he was 17 years old, he tried to escape from the Soviet Union
to India to study Buddhism because there was no Buddhism in Estonia. He was caught at the border and
sentenced to three years to North Siberia in prison camp and when he was released, he was 20 years old. This
attempt ended with a lifetime of KGB interest in him.



Coming back, Vaartnou studied etching in Estonian Art Academy and was an acknowledged artist and well known
figure in cultural circles being the only one in the socialist Estonia of 1970 who publicly called himself a Buddhist.

Already then all his readings and activities were directly connected with Buddhism. Parallel to the interest in
Buddhist and Taoist philosophy rose an interest in Chinese art. In these times a developing interest in Senge
Dongma cult and practices could be noticed in Vaartnou's field of studies, which was followed by interest in the
biography of the poet and Taoist 6th Dalai Lama.

Vaartnou studied 8 years in Ivolga monastery, Buriatya, philosophy, logic, rituals, plus thangka painting and
architecture with numerous older generation lamas, his favorites being Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu, Asanga,
Dharmakirti and of course (Golden) Yogacara as Vaartnou calls it, and on which basis he later developed his own
art theory ,Art as Yogacara®.

Under socialism, it was forbidden by law to build cult objects and translating and copying texts was very risky
business. The same was true of practicing Buddhism. Despite of circumstances, Vaartnou established the first
Estonian Buddhist Brotherhood and Nyingma movement in 1982 in Tallinn.

Under his guidance four stupas were built in Western Estonia between 1983 and 1985, constituting the first
Northern stupas into Estonian intellectual landscape. Vaartnou translated and published Buddhist literature,
created first Estonian thangkas and mastered Buddha statues, and carried out the first Buddhist rituals.

These handmade books (samizdat), were the only sources available to most Estonians who were interested in
Buddhism. Vello Vaartnou is also the author of the first Estonian language schoolbook for the study of Tibetan
language.
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books, thangkas, stupas
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Stupas built by Vaartnou in 1983/85
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Time to create our own party

Brotherhood (also known as Taola) members were outlaws in the communist-lead occupation of Estonia, since
officially no one recognized Taola. On the other hand, the constant presence of KGB cars in front of the house and
other surveillance by the authorities hinted that the official system was keenly following every step and word made
by Taola.

At the time of the creation of the ENIP, Vaartnou was helped by the members of the Brotherhood - they were the
only ones who printed, copied and disseminated leaflets and did other revolutionary things.

In 1987, Vello Vaartnou, came up with the idea and programme of the Estonian National Independence
Party(ENIP) at the gathering in Parnu. He said openly that it is a necessity to create our own party and take power
from communists. His talk in this meeting in Parnu was held incomprehensible and provocative, because no one
dared even to think about taking power from communists.

On the 30 January 1988, Vaartnou organised a press conference in Moscow for accredited foreign newspapers
and made a public announcement of the establishment of an opposition party with the aim of restoring a free and
independent Estonia. The New York Times, Washington Post, Chicago Tribune and many other newspapers were
present, as well as US TV company ABC.

Not a word was published in the local press. However, the news spread like a wildfire among the public.
Authorities confusion following the publication of the proposal showed how well-done the move was. In a vague
situation, the authorities could not take a clearer position for a long time, only in mid-February an ideological
opposition to the press was given.
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In Soviet Baltic, an Unintended Openness

By PHILIP TAUBMAN

Special to The New York Times
TALLINN, U.S.S.R., Feb. Mikhail

ichev’'s calls for int':’redlsed

openness and democracy have had the
unintended effect of encouraging the
Soviet. Union's nationalist groups o
out of the shadows and agitate
| more openly for greater autonomy.

Two weeks ago, for example, T clti-
zens of the Estonian Soviet republic
a handwritten dix:urnent caﬂxng
for the creation of the first
political party in the Soviet Union.

Not a word amm me pmposnl has
appeared in the | newspapers or
been mentioned on Sﬂvl.el te]evishm nr
radm ‘but that has not smpped
from spread e Heorian
.community like a brus fire.

It is the latest in a recent series of in-
creasingly bold s(epx by Estonians that
have Challengpd basic political and

connections -that bind this
ey nonhern European republic to

Few Eslmmms believe that the pro-
posed political group, the National In-
dependence Party of Estonia, will ever
be formed, mudl 1& sanctioned by me
lizers — wi

religion widely practiced in the region
seem unlikely candidates to lead a
dhn!lcnge to the supreme power of the
Communist Party.
> A Stirring of Pride

But in an environment wllere anti-
Soviet sentiment runs stron
Soviet annexation of Estonia in 1840 re
‘mains an proposal has

the authos

Except for a 20-year period between
the warld ‘wars, Estonia has been domi-
nated for unun-lm by outsiders, in-
cluding Danes, les and Germans.
of anonh 'S wnem papul-tinn of 15
'million, 900,000 are native Estonians.

For Mr. Gorbachev, Estonian nation-
alism, ]lke the \:enmmga] political alld
cultural the of n-)
sian republics of the ol ok e

resents a_serious lnng:u-m pmblam
that seems to defy ea:

While Soviet. w]!llca] nmi milnery
control of non-Russian populations is
sufficient to smother all but a general
revolt, even isolated outbreaks of anti-
Saviet protest can have far-reaching
ramifications in a country that has
more than 100 nationalities and peo-

ples.
In 1986, the Kremlin considered two

days of anti-Soviet rioting in Alma Ata,

T New York Timea/ Feb. 10,1585
Anti-Soviet attitudes are breaking
more and more into the open in
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

‘This idea, presented in “Eda;
of the republic’s Estonian-lan
newspapers, would, in effect, sever the.
economic connections that have given:

oscow. control over Estonian industry”
and agriculture.
played

In an interview, Mr. Made
% dnwn the political implications, saying;

“The economic way is the

do something for our people.”

He added, “The-political way is |rn-
possible right now.”

spite  his -mmem& Esl.onhn:

have rallied around the proposal as a

veiled symbol of “‘iseseisvus,” the Es-

only way 0

Estonian television officials.
Estonian television itself sometimes

‘open wound,
stirred nnli;::llel pride and alarmed |l

the capital of the Central Asian repub-
lic of Kazakhstan, a serious crisis. Mr.
rbachey, the Politbure and eventu-
the Central Committee devoted
cnnsldzrable time to dealing with the
unrest, according to Soviet officials.
Open Anti-Soviet Feeling
During a three-day visit to Tallinn,
the Estonian canllal -it was apparent
Lﬂﬂl anti- savm attitudes that have
ong surged beneath the surface are
breaking ‘more and more into the open.
The same thing is happening in lhe
neighboring republics of Latvia and
Lithuania, which were forcibly incorpo-

& | rated into'the Soviet Union at the same

time as Estonia.

Estonia, like the other two Baltic re-
publics, i$ more European and more
affluent than most other regions of the
Soviet Union. It often seems like an un-
derdeveloped version of Finland, which
lies less than 100 miles across the Bal-

e

Anti-Soviet hostility in Estonia has
long been particularly acute, fueled by
bitterness about the annexation and by
a constant flow of Western news and in-
formation from Finland.

For Estonians like Tiit Made, an
economist, Mr. Gorbachev's pol
have offered an opening for the presen-
tation of ideas that would have been
suppressed several years ago.

An Economic Proposal

lnsplned by Mr. Gorbachev’s call for
decentralizing the economy, Mr, Made,
a tall, broad-shouldered man with light
brown hair, joined with three other Es-
tonian inteflectuals last fall to pr

making the Estonian economy self-suf-
ficient.

reflects the more vpen hnstillty wwazd
Maoscow. All
television system, Emmlan :e!ew
offers its own news and entertainment
programming in Estonian.
An Actof Deflance ¥
Last August, after a nationalist
demonstration in downtown Tallinn, an
Estonian anchorman, Urmas Reitel-
man, was instructed to read on the air-
a Government account that many Es-
l.omnns felt distorted the news. Mr. Ret-
telman, in an act of defiance, refused to
look at the camera as he
Even Estonian government officials,
speaking privately, attack the Soviet:
role. One senior Estonian official, dis-
cussing ¢alls for'an independent Esto-
nia, told a Western reporter: “‘And you
know something? They're quil.e rlgm g
More than in recent years,
establishment in Estonia seemsbmoed
for trouble. A nationalist demonstra-:
tion on Feb. 2 in Tartu, a prmrlnc)ﬂ]'
city, was broken up by riot policer
equipped with gas masks and ehiolds,
according to several Estonians who.
said they witnessed the event. They'
said it was the first such show of force
local citizens could remember.
Several Algne:s mmep-r&
have
others were m—inﬂu h:w ﬂne mili—-
uary and all were warned that |hey lme
inal pro: ion if they contir
Lhelr po'llm‘.al ativities
The authorities and nationalist
groups are prepa a.
tions on Feb. 24, the' anniversary of
the day Esml.a began its brief period
of independen
In L||hllanln independence -
demonstrations are planned nsxtweek



The Brotherhood"s house was under constant
surveillance by the KGB, the Buddhist library was
“cleaned” on several occasions, most of Vaartnou®
art pieces were taken away and the militia was
used against Taola members.

As result, Vaartnou was expelled from the Soviet
Union by personal directive of Gorbatchon on the
10th of February1988. He became a Swedish
permanent in 10 minutes in Moscow without ever
stepping on Swedish soil.

30 years later Dag Hartelius, a Swedish diplomat,
commented in newspaper these events saying
that the Estonians used so intelligently the
USSR's own instruments against the USSR

KGB killed some of the members of Taola — Tiina
Hallik and Enn Jaanson.

Unfortunately the first victims of new independent
Estonia were Nyingma Buddhists in the ranks of
Estonian Buddhist Brotherhood.

1.Taola house in Tallinn
2.From lthe eft:Enn Jaanson, Vello Vaartnou, Dugarzab lama
3.From the left: Anu Rootalu, Tiina Hallik, Eve Parnaste




'l am more interested what I'm going to do....’

Vello Vaartnou:

” | have never cared about public or mass opinion. Already from early age, | was asked - what is your opinion,
and | was explained what means personal point of view, and that every man must have his own personal opinion.

. | have to say that unlike in Estonia, | am considered a hero in Russia (by ordinary people and dissidents) and
abroad. This proposal was my private business, in which I indirectly involved dissidents. Since dissidents had no
plan or idea to take political power from the communists, i.e.to regain independence, | gave the masses an idea by
bringing a ready; made program to dissidents with a plan to take power.

In word, | did a project that | carried out - the Proposal for ENIP, the program and the execution are my job.
These 14 people who signed the Proposal must be considered heroes, because there was a deep Soviet time
then, but they dared to sign it openly. People exchange views in the economy, in life, in politics, in religions. I'm the
same poor wandering monk as before. | don't care about the things | have done, but what I'm going to do.

The first important thing is always the idea, the construction is built around it, and then people are need to
implement it. These dozen people who signed the Proposal, had to be active team in dealing with it.

When he Deer Park meeting was held, | thought why they wanted to force the government to disclose the secret
pact because it was not a political step? It was an attempt by timid people to ask the authorities to recognize the
existence of this pact. It does nothing.
| fou

. | found that the MRP AEG group is not capable to implement independence. | made a party myself and made it
public in Moscow because nobody knew or dared to do it.”



Genes affect more than Soviet education

Vaartnou has said that he would put up Patarei prison again and put the Communists there for serving and
collaborating with the occupants. They were the golden elite of the Soviets then and are the same now, Estonian
people have a memory of pike.

It strikes him that there is no political memory or thinking in Estonia either for the government or for the people,
and that the only one who was able to come together after the Proposal for ENIP was the Communist Party.

“l was silent and waited 30 years to see what was happening with ENIP, and it went as always. The Estonian
people had adhered to the communists.”

Vaartnou:

“When | was a little boy, | was told that by legal continuity | am also a citizen of the first Republic of Estonia and
that the citizen's oath extends to me as well. About the fact that my parents and grandparents were honest and
decent Estonian citizens, | was informed by the KGB investigator Movtshan, who said that | grew up in an anti-
Soviet family, and | am a product of my family, and that genes affect me more than Soviet education and
propaganda.

In 1987, after the Deer Park gathering | decided to start a political opposition party.
As the Christian church lived with the KGB and therefore the Buddhists were the cleanest boys to do it.

If | had just done a party somewhere behind the corner, | would just have been shut down. But | took into account
that the Soviet leaders were afraid of the Western press, that perestroika was going on and Western society's
opinion was very important for Moscow. So | decided to make a press conference for foreign journalists.”

In September 1987, Vaartnou wrote a program how the Estonian Republic would work on the principle of free
trade, and which also included points on the Communists - not to let them into politics and the top communists
should be to punished for their collaboration with the occupying powers.



Estonia in October 1987
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14 people wanted an independent Estonia

Vaartnou's idea was that Estonia would act as an East-West mediator - the rich neighbor must still be exploited.He
told about this idea to Eve Parnaste (Brotherhood secretary) that time, who screamed - in no way.

Vaartnou:

“My actions forced Russia to offside politically because all Western society had already formed a position on
Russia, and Estonia would have had a very good opportunity to mediate trade and administration between Russia
and the West at national and government level. With this, Estonia would have earned a lot of capital to develop its
statehood. Estonia would have had a favorable opportunity for that.

As economic chaos in Russia prevailed, Estonia would have benefited from mediation assistance organized at the
governmental level.

| was thinking about the economy when all the people were yelling about freedom. | would have been a friend with
Russia because he always remains our neighbor. When the dissidents made the Deer Park meeting, | thought
they were just naive.

My idea (ENIP) was political and came for Moscow as a lightning from the sky, Moscow was not ready for that”

In 1987, when Vaartnou had a program ready, he went to Eve Parnaste who was a secretary of the Buddhist
Brotherhood at that time, and said - we are going to do the political party. The same evening they went to Erik
Udam (dissident) and told him that it is necessary to do a party - on which Erik lighted a cigaret, the thing he hadn't
done for 20 years.

Vaartnou explained that it is necessary to declare independence and the Republic of Estonia because
the Soviet Union is economically broke because it has been buying crop for gold already four years ( this fact
made Andropov to hospital at that time) - it was the best factor.

And secondly, declaring independence would spoil Moscow plan which aimed to apply new economic policy
(,perestroika®) but certainly intended to keep together the soviet empire.



Vaartnou started looking for people to form an active group that will deal with proposal. As Eve Parnaste was a
convinced Buddhist at that time, and was also a secretary of the Buddhist Brotherhood, so she run the party
activities as secretary.

After Vaartnou™ expulsion, Parnaste started to act according to the understanding of dissidents. Because
dissidents were not very sharp in politics, they were only able to make the party half a year later.

Vaartnou traveled around Estonia looking for people to support the proposal. Most people refused to sign the
proposal, including all these communists who nowadays proclaim that they also fought for the Independent
Republic of Estonia.

In total, Vaartnou found 14 people who wanted the Republic of Estonia. There were about 1.5 million inhabitants in
Estonia and there were no more people who would have wanted an independent republic.

Lagle Parek (later chairman of ENIP ) strongly refused to sign petition, and added that it would kill the Estonian
people with it. Viktor Niitsoo ( ENIP member from August 1988) told that he will not sign such a suspicious thing
and will not participate in such a provocative event.

So, MRP -AEG group and Proposal for ENIP were completely separate things.

Vaartnou:

“No one of MRP AEG dissidents dared to travel to Moscow with me when | offered it. During that period, my
secretary Eve Parnaste was a Buddhist, now she has changed to Christianity. Religious principles changed, also
political views changed, this is religious and political prostitution. She left ENIP in 1993, joined with Reform Party
which consists of ex-communists, and recently with CPPE”



At that time, nobody just made
a press conference

All were strictly regulated and guarded, and the offices of the Western press were only present in the capital of the
Soviet Union.

It was ironic that, apart from a few collections of self; publishing, the ENIP would not have other place than
Moscow to announce independence and ENIP. Also nothing has been publish how the press conference was
actually organized by today.

Vaartnou: “ We went with Arvi Orula to Leningrad to meet one person who was helping in organizing of a press
conference in Moscow, thanks to the help of a spokesman for the US Embassy in Moscow.

We went to Leningrad, and we were followed by the KGB. In order to get rid of them, we drove by car around
Leningrad and then | jumped out of the car on a ride and rolled into the snowdrift next to the road. There were two
KGB machines rushing up, without noticing that there was only one person in the car because it was too dark.

| went to talk with my contact person and the date, time and place of the press conference were agreed.’

Vaartnou explained that only he and his friend and Buddhist Enn Jaanson knew about the details of the press
conference. With Enn he had agreed that Enn will go separately, before others to Moscow with all the necessary
documents and papers (copies). Apart from two of them, nobody knew this back-up option.

It was agreed that if Vaartnou had been arrested, Enn would conduct a press conference himself because Enn
was able to speak English.

They would have had a meeting point at Mayakovsky Square where they would see each other three times and
wave. First, when Vaartnou arrives Moscow and drive via Mayakovsky Square. Second, if he is already going to a
press conference. Third, when he drives away after the press conference. That is exactly what happened.

After Vaartnou's expulsion in February 1988, Enn Jaanson was killed one month later by the KGB. He was
poisoned.



Three people to Moscow with declaration in hand

Vaartnou;

“Me, Arvi and Eke left Tallinn by car with papers and
documents around 5pm, so that we would be next
day in Moscow, and the press conference was
supposed to be the a day after.”

But three black KGB Volga cars were already set

on the road , all three were commanded out of the car.
Colonel Roos commanded to search the car well

and disassemble it. However, the documents were

at the same time within Vello's thermos septum.

No one knew about this fact. He said he wanted to
drink coffee, and so were documents with him all the
time. Finally they were allowed to leave but KGB cars
followed them until Moscow.

They stayed over night in different places, and Eke and

Arvi didn't know about Vello's place.They also knew nothing
about Enn's stay in Moscow because Vello took into account

the possibility that they would be arrested.

S T AOERMA, .
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At the same time: Meeting in Tallinn 1988 supporting the Soviet Union
and the communist party



The press conference for western journalists

Vaartnou:

“The press conference took place in one apartment, and there were two -militia cars in front of the house and 6
KGB cars at the corner. There was already about 20 journalists present, and then more people came. The fact that
they were there before was a protective for us.

Then few militamen came to break the door and insisted - ‘otkroyte, militsia” Probably the KGB had commanded
everyone to be arrested. The situation became already dramatic when someone shout ,kinokamera idjot” was
heard on the stairs and the ABC cameraman marched in, and a big light in front of the camera.”

The militias fled and at 10am the press conference started. Vaartnou introduced himself to journalists firstly, and
told them that he had an important message to the Western press about relations between Russia and Estonia.
He took out a paper that was like a manifesto.

Vaartnou:

“l told them that Estonia has been occupied for 40 years and needs independence,which it will get anyway, as the
Soviet Union is in trouble because the Communists have ruined the country. In short, | explained why it is more
useful for Estonia to be on its own.

Then journalists started asking questions - do | mean it seriously, and how | want to come to power. | answered
that publicly, through the elections, after which the journalists said it is not possible. | told them that every first time
is unbelievable, | use the empire against the empire, and they do not realize it because the nature of communism
is conservative, inflexible.

Most of the soviet politicians have seen the tsar, attended school at that time, and the current time was
incomprehensible to them. Gorbatchov led the state but because he is not foresight, he do not realize that the
empire would be dismantled.”
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Baltic Separatists Cause
New Concern in Moscow

Demonstrations Lead to Fierce Crackd.

By Gary Lee
Wasington Pt Focen Senvice

TALLINN,  U.S.S.R.—Packed
into a small living room in this cap-
ital of the Estonian Republic, 70
members of the New World Church
spent last Thursday evening in song
and prayer, asking God for good
health and long life, saving their
most fervent plea for last: let the
Kremlin free Estonia from Soviet
rule.

The church, an unofficial grotip of
350 Estonian born-again Christians,
has long annoyed the secular local
Communist Party leadership with
its twice-weekly sessions of Bible
thumping and gospel singing.

But as nationalist sympathies rise
throughout this small republic, oc-
cupied and annexed by Kremlin
leader Joseph Stalin in 1939, local
authorities are even more unsettled

o~

osearmne WORLD NEWS

by the flat refusal of New World
Church members to recognize Es-
tonia as part of the Soviet Union.
The church, under the leadership
of two Estonian lists, is part

Renewed Baltic Separatism Gives Moscow Cause for Concern

of the disparate movement of Baltic
Separatists, political activists cam-
paigning for the autonomy of the
three republics along the Baltic
coast: Estonia, Latvia and Lithua-
nia, All were claimed by the Soviet
Union in a secret 1939 pact with
Nazi Germany, and all have been
the scenes of mass demonstrations

for independence in the past year.
While the -nationalists were at
first allowed to operate quietly un-
der Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba-
chev’s policies of greater openness
and  democratization, in  recent
weeks they have been subjected to
a fierce crackdown, including media
attacks, detentions and expulsions
to the West. In anticipation of a
in Lith-
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uania on Tuesday in commemora-
tion of the republic’s declaration of
independence 70 years ago, Soviet
authorities have cut the telephone
lines of dozens of local activists.

“We have even been warned
against laying flowers on graves,”
Nijole Sadunaite, a Lithuanian ac-
tivist, said in a telephone interview
before her line went dead. “There
are policemen and vigilantes gath-
ering in the streets. Nobody is al-
lowed to do anything. But we will
try.”

In the Soviet Union, whose 15
republics are composed of more
than 100 ethnic groups, the Baltic
separatists represent the tip of an
iceberg. In regions such as the
Ukraine and central Asia; residents
have also been inspired by the
Kremlin policy encouraging glas-
nost, or openness, and are increas-
ingly public about the ethnic ten-
sions dividing them.

By most accounts, the Estonian.

activists are a tiny minority in a

small fishbowl, numbering no more

than a few hundred in this republic

of 1.5 million inhabitants, including

1 million Estonians. But in their
See BSTONIA, A34, Col. 1
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opposition to Soviet rule they are
nonetheless _ indefatigable.  Last

month, 14 Estonians officially ap-
plied to form a political party ded-
icated to the dissolution of the 1939
pact and to a free Estonia. They are
seeking to organize another mass
demonstration on Feb. 24, the 70th
anniversary of Estonia’s original
declaration of independence. ‘It's
clear: now that either the Soviet
Union is going to have to set Es-
tonia free, or we will have to leave
Estonia,” Hubert Jacobs, a New
World Church leader, said in an in~
!ennew after services last Thurs-

Du-piu their fledgling status, the
separatists have apparently caused
alarm within the Communist Party
leadership in Moscow. In recent
months, they have come under
heavy attack in the central state-
controlled media, and according to
unconfirmed reports, the ruling So-

viet Politburo passed a resolution
last December charging the Eston-
ian Party with ideological shortcom-
ings. This was widely interpreted as
an order for local officials to stamp
out dissidents, including the move-
ment for Estonian separatism.

Since then, police in Tallinn and
other Estonian cities have searche
the homes of leading activists, de-
taining some and ordering others to
leave the country. Earlier this
month two Estonians seeking to
start a new party were expelled to
Sweden. When the residents of the
Estonian city of Tartu gathered for
a demonstration on Feb. 4, they
were dispersed by policemen with
rubber sticks, dogs and tear gas,
according to witnesses.

One apparent reason for Mos-
cow’s harsh response is that calls
for Baltic autonomy appear to strike
a responsive chord among a wide
number of Estonians and other na-
tives of the region, A rally for Es-
tonian independence held here Aug.

23 drew at least 4,000, according
to dissident sources, and at least
800 showed up for the Tartu dem-
onstration.

Anti-Soviet sympathies among
residents have also apparently been
aroused by the recent official pub-
lication of descriptions of some of
the nasty aspects of early Soviet
rule here.

Under the Kremlin policy of glas-
nost, in the past few months Soviet
newspapers have for the first time
published details about the depor-
tation of Estonians under Stalin’s
leadership and other long-secret
issues. The Estonian public reacted
with outrage: in an official meeting
of the union of writers late last fall,
there were bitter complaints about
the mass destruction of Estonian
books by Soviet authorities.

Another reason for concern in
Moscow is that Estonians have been
among the slowest in the Soviet
Union to assimilate with Russians,

the dominant Soviet ethnic group
and the largest minority here.
Despite an official drive to teach
the Russian language, for example,
only a quarter of Estonians speak
the US.S.R/s official tongue fluent-
ly, according to the latest official
statistics. At the same time, only
one of every 10 local non-Estonians
speak fluent Estonian. “I would say
that these two groups lead their
own separate lives,” said popular
Estonian writer Udo Tuulik at a
conference on the Baltics here last
week, sponsored by the official So-
viet press service Novosti. “Like

the Mississippi and the Volga, we

just flow in different directions.”
With an annual influx of up to
8,000 Russians and other ethnics
into the republic, however, native
Estonians are beginning to feel they
are losing ground to outsiders. In
49 years of Soviet rule, the per-
centage of Estonians living here has

See ESTONIA, A35, Col. 1

Kremlin Cracks Down on Baltic Nationalism

ESTONIA, From A34

fallen from 92 to 61 percent, ac-
cording to official statistics. In the
past two years alone, the percent-
age of Estonians living in Tallinn
has dropped from 52 to 50, and by
the year 2020, the number of Es-
tonians in the republic will likely
plummet another 11 percent, ac-
cording to official estimates.

'he need to preserve things Es-
tonian was the main factor motivat-
ing local residents to try to start
their own national independence
party, according to Eve Parnaste,
one of the founding members.

“With the number of Estonians
living - here steadily declining,” she
said in an interview, “there is just a
little time left for us try to return

Estnma to what it was and to keep
it pure.”

The local party, too, has re-
sponded to the threat of another
surge of outsiders, On Jan. 20, the
Estonian Central Committee passed
a package of measures to reduce
the influx of emigrants from Russia
and other parts of the Soviet Union.

The key new regulation requires
local firms to pay the state 16,000
rubles for every employee they
bring from another republic, and an
additional 16,000 for each family
member. A family of four moving
from Russia to Estonia would cost
an Estonian enterprise 64,000 ru-
bles—more than $100,000.

“We probably cannot cut immi-
gration  altogether,” said Arvo
Kuddo, a demographics expert at

the Estonian Academy of Sciences,
during the Novosti-sponsored con-
ference. “But what we're trying to
do is limit it.”

According to interviews held last
‘week with Estonians, the new mea-
sures may still be insufficient to com-
bat the anti-Russian sentiment here,

Even in the New World Church,
with its emphasis on Christian val-
ues, separation between Russians
and Estonians is strictly observed.
Church members shun Russian. for
instance, preferring English or Ger-
man when not speaking in Estonian,
With the faithful gathered around
him in his Tallinn home, New World
Church leader Jacobs was asked
whether Russian members would be
allowed to join. “No,” he said flatly,
“But we would pray for them.”
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A historic document: program of
Estonian National Independence Party

Below is the full text of the p 1
Jfor the creation of the Ec{onlan Na-
rnom! lndependence Parly (lmmhmon

d b

y i
Na!mna}' Council). We publish it herein
view of the historic nature of this

Only i with ESSR cith
may work within the machinery of the
state (the government and other organ:
of power). Only individuals with ESSR
citizenship will have the right to vote.
4. The obstruction of the large influx
8! and the provision for the

opposition party formed to
the interests of the Estonian people,
whose country was illegally incorpo-
rated into the USSR in 1940.

The Communist Party of Estonia has
not succeeded in representing the in-
terests of the Estonian people for nearly
50 years. Estonians are currently be-
coming a minority in Estonia; and the
state of the economy, education, culture
and natural environment have reached
a point which endangers the very
existence of the Estonian people.

For this reason, there has arisen an
objective need for an alternative group
to represent the interests of the Estonian
people. We propose the creation of the
Estonian National Independence Party,
whose basic goal would be the restora-
tion of freedom and independence to
the nation state of Estonia.

If E national ind
had endured, all our vitally important
and even minimally important pro-
blems would have beensolved at Toom-
pea, not in the Kremlin. Neither depor-
tations, forced collectivization, the
sending of Estonians to war in Afgha-

di

of
mdng:nous Estoman nauonaluy tc
remain a significant majority in thei
homeland.

II1. The struggle against the destruction
of the natural environment of Estonia.

1. The struggle against ruinous
mining and the unreasonable wasting of
natural resources, pollution of the airas
well as underground and surface waters,
and destruction of farmlands.

IV. Economy

1. The reorganization of the inflexible
planned economy into a free-market
economy.

2. The transition of Estonia to full

and

3. The seamh for nppnrtumnes to
develop industries with promising long-
term outlook for the 21Ist century.

4. The halting of extensive exploita-
tion (an end to the artificial expansion
of industry; and an e[fort to llquldate

existing
for which raw materials as well as labor

are irpported).; :pe development of

nistan, nor the threat of ph
mining would have been possible. A
nation can best represent and defend its

5. The creation of a sensible system of
mdusury and agrxculnm: (after first
d with the know-

own interests only when it is indep

dent. 9

Until the independence of the Esto-
nian nation state is regained, the Esto-
nian National Independence Party will
defend the intercsts of the Estonian
people in the present pomxca! il

how of h:ghly developed industrial and

agricultural “countries), which' would

guarantee an increase in the standard of

living, a wage for the worker, and goods

for the consumer,

6. The creniion of opponunm:s for
(ineludi

acting as a national opposition party to

.the Communist Party of Estonia.

We find it necessary to include the
following goals in the program of the
Estonian National Independence Party,

1. The restoration of historic truth.

1. The disclosure and public availabi-
lity of authentic materials concerning:

a. the creation of the independent
Republic of Estonia and the period of
independent statehood (the history of
the War of Independence, the Peace
Treaty of Tartu, national culture,
national heroes, etc.); the years 1939-40
and the liquidation of independence;
the war years; the attempts in 1944 to
restore Estonian independence.

b. the illegal acts of repression carried
out against the Estonian people since
1940 (terror, i deporta-

free

the restora-
tion of the right to own'a farm, along
with giving the land for use in, per-
petuity), the repeal of restrictions on the
activity and ¢expansion of private enter-
prise.

7. The creation of normalized trade
relations (on a national as well as
private level) between Estonia and
foreign nations.

V. Human rights

1. The guarantee of all rights set forth
in international agreements (The U.N.
Universal Declaration on Human
Rights; the International Pact on Eco-
nomic, Social, and Cultural Rights; the
Final Act of the Conference on Security
and Cooperation in Europe; the Decla-
ration on Granting- Independence to
On!onial Lands and Pcnp]cs. etc.) both

and

tions, collectivization, etc.)

ll. '.l:h: struggle for the pudommmce
he

Illy indigenous to the lumm state of

Estonia.

1. The restoration of the prominence
of the Estonian language in everyday
life and official business — the adop-
tion of the Estonian language as the
official language of Estonia.

2. The enactment of a citizenship law
for the ESSR (citizenship may be
gradted amomau:al[y to all persons

and
the ‘unquestionable compliance there-
with (the freedom of thought, con-
science and religion; the right of as-
sembly and association; the right to
freedom of opm n and the free expres-.
sion of those opmluns, the rightto leave
and return to one’s homeland, etc.).

2. The creation of humanly decent.
living conditions in prisons and places,
of detention. Detention and punish-
ment must-not-involve.the infliction of.
physical suffering and debasement of
human dignity. Citizens of the ESSR:
found guilty by the courts shall serve!
their sentences in' Estonia.



In total,the press conference lasted two hours, we shared the Proposal to the journalists with our contact details.
At the end of the press conference, the journalists literally rushed to the taxis, which had already been ordered in
advance.

The triad went out as well and drove back to Tallinn, the only difference was that they were followed by three KGB
black Volgas - one in front and two in the back, obviously protecting them that nothing would happen. Otherwise it
would have been a terrible embarrassment for the Soviet Union. What Vaartnou did was sensation, and at that
moment all the newspapers are already writing about this press conference.

After the press conference in Moscow, the New York Times correspondent Philip Taubman came to Tallinn. He
made an interview with Vaartnou for several hours at his home, with Arvi Orula was present.

Vaartnou talked to Taubman about his plans for the party and the situation in the Soviet Union. After the press
conference Vaartnou started organizing slogans and printing leaflets, where he introduced ENIP and roused the
people of Estonia to awakening. There were thousands of leaflets distributed throughout Estonia. The KGB went
from house to house, and picked up the leaflets.

Vaartnou: “ I spoke to well-known dissidents that they would help print leaflets - they absolutely refused to help me
and said - this is your event, you know what you are doing...”

So he found a solution without the help of dissidents. He wrote the text on the leaflets and printed them with silk
screening. Since KGB car stood steadily in front of the Buddhist Brotherhood house, he had to find a place around
which was possible to move easily- it was a petrol station with hundreds of cars a day and around it was possible
to move easily. Vaartnou talked with Lasnamae petrol station staff who allowed to set up printer and Brotherhood
printed thousands of leaflets there.

In February 1988, Vaartnou was expelled from the SU.



ldisille, jotka muuttavat Ees-
tiin. Miliiseistéi suurin osa on
il Perustuslailla ei
kiy ssi ole merkitystd,
lu.lkkxa Eke-Pirt Velloa, joka
on uuden puolueen piiideo-
logi.

Mitka ovat itsendisyyspuo-
lueenne padmaarit?

~ Haluamme, ettd Eesti sai-
si itsendisen aseman. Talous
on mennyt perestroikan aika-
na koko ajan alaspiin. Ihmisil-
ld on omia yrityksid; yrittdjat
saavat materiaaleja, jalostavat
niitd ja myyvit ja keradvit tuo-
ton omaan taskuunsa, valtiolle
ei jid mitdiin. Eestiin tuodaan
tydvoimaa ja raaka-aineita,
mutta valmiit tuotteet eivit jad
sinne vaan ne viedéiéin muual-
le.

— Kannatamme vapaata
markkinataloutta ja yksityis-
yrittdmisti.

Eiko nykyisessi tilanteessa
ole aika utopistista suunnitel-
la itsendistd Eestia?

- Pualueen perustanunen

¢

TIEDOTUS-
TILAISUUS
MOSKOVASSA

Vello ja Eke-Piirt ovat poik-
keuksellisia eestildisid siinikin
mielessd, ettii he ovat buddha-
laisia; Eke-Pirt on ikdénkuin
Vellon opetuslapsi. Vello on
myds taiteilija, mutta hinet
erotettiin maalareiden liitosta
muutama vuosi sitten. Viralli-
nen syy oli se, ettd hinelld oli
sakkoia liikennerikkomuk-
sis

Talhnnassa Vello |ohu pien-

15 km Tallmnasm Meldat

MEIDAT KASKETTIIN

tettiin virallinen konferensu
Tarton I

vietiin

si, pidettiin ascmal.la kolme

tuntia ja pidstettiin sitten
is. Lahdi q

autolla Tallmnasta Tartoon
osaﬂxstuaksemme siihen. Pe-
i oli koko ajan kolme

pois.
matkaan.

— Teimme myos puolueelle
tybsuunnitelman, jonka lihe-
timme monille eri lehdille sekd
ministeriéille ja hallitukselle ja
ehdotimme neuvotteluja.

MILIISIASEMALLA
TARTOSSA

— Esitimme  kaupunginval-
lle, ettid Tarton rauhan-

|oka kidnsi ja julkaisi alan kir-
jallisuutta.  Vello opiskeli
myés tiibetin ja vanhan mon-

péivid olisi juhlittu, mutta sii-
hen ei saatu lupaa; epiilivit,
ettd juhlasta aiheutuisi mella-
koita.

KGB:n autoa. Paiten kaupun-
gin lhelld liikennepoliisit py-
sdyttivit meiddt ja halusivat
tarkistaa auton. Vello kieltiy-
tyi ja vaati tuomaria paikalle.
Meidit vietiin miliisiasemalle,
jossa auto sitten tutkittiin —
meitd muka epiiltiin salamet-
sistyksesti ja autosta etsittiin
hirved. Todellisuudessa tietys-
ti lentolehtisid, mutta niitd sii-
ni ei ollut. Sitten etsittiin mu-
Kka aseita. Meiti pidettiin ase-
malla lain sallimat kolme tun-
tia ja sitten saimme lihted.

— Tartossa meidit pysiytet-
tiin uudestaan ja nyt miliisi
halusi nihdi Vellon amkomn
Vello niytti ja mi il
etti kuva ei ole oikea. Piti
menni taas asemalle tarkista-
maan henkilétietoja. Kello oli
jo puoli nelji yolld ja sitten
miliisin  ylipadllikké halusi
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gdli(n,ﬁk:ﬁi‘imos“m Badidlin — Tarton yliopistossa jérjes-
laisuudesta?

— Olen aina ollut kiinnostu- |  Vello on paitsi itsené-
nut filosofioista ja buddhal e m..l;z,lil" e
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\s::o‘ml[: ne A opiskellut tiibetin ja van-
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K'itan 1 TPHEXaJ SCTOHCKHIA XYI0KH
OyamucT, peBoIOIHOH

Buxkmop CEMEHOB

«Bceyxpaunckue Bedomocmu»

C 11 no 28 uionst B Lenrpe Hekycers «Cray-
[HY» NPOIJIET BLICTABKA HE(HTYPATHBHOM MKHBOMH-
21t Bannio Basprably.

B 1988 rony xynomHuk Gbin uarsan us CCCP.
[TproGpen Gosbiityto H3BecTHOCT Ha anaze. Ero
3BICTABKH NIPOXOIHIH B CAMBIX NIPECTHIKHBIX rae-
sesix EBpontl, 06enx AMepuk v Asnu. «f He auc-
CHAEHT, i PEBOMOLHOHED», — 3asBASET XyA0K-
1K, cosnawnil 8 1987 rony nepeyio B 3cronuu
N03HUHONKYIO [TapTHIO HALMOHAIILHOH He3aBu-
SHMOCTH, HMEBLIYIO, 110 €r0 CJI0BaM, BEChMa Mep-
KaHTHABHYI0 NPOrpamMmy. 370, TaK CKasarh, nepe-
10/IHHJI0 YaLLy TePNeHHs COBETCKHX BJACTEH, H
Banno npuuinock nepeexars B 1lsewmo. o toro

pas, ¢ 1969 no 1972 rr. — 3a anTi-
cOBETCKylo nponarauy. Bo Bro-
poit, 8 1982 roay, ero apecrosamm
TPH TIOMLITKE HEJIeraIbHO NepeiTH
TPaHALLY,

XyLoKHHKY uyxna pabckas
NCHXOJI0THS GO/IBLIKHCTBA 06BIBa-
Tesiei, BHPaXeHUeM KOTOPOi, Mo
€ro MHEHHI0, ABAAETCH XPHCTHAH-
¢rBo. CBonm npeanom Baao wa-
38as1 Aracdepa, Beurioro 2Kuna.

B 14 net on ctan 6ymerom,
TaK KK CUMTAET, YTO 9T PEJIHIHs
Gosiee BCero CooTBETCTBYET CBOGO/
Ho# nryHOCTH. JKHBs B DCTOHMH,
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Bauuio cospan ByMMCTCKOE OGU_RGCTBO MOCTPOHT
PAA KyJbTOBBIX 00LEKTOB U Xpam Heckoabko et

B KAUecTse 0neparop
KYMEHTA/IbHBIE (DHBN

Hu x onromy 13 «
B JKUBOMHCH TEUeHH)i
Huly cebs He OTHOCH
4YT0, XOTS Ha €ro ka
CTBYET 0OBEKT, (I
HPOBAHbI OHH TaK, 41
KT YBHACT: Ha HHX
BCEr0 OTBEYAET €ro B

B 1982 roay Bax
3 Co103a Xy/I0XKHHK
06pa3 MbIC/CH H T0Be
BETCTBYIOLIHE COBET
ky. Minmocrpaimeii 1
CTBHA MOXET ObITh KapTHHA «Cwme
Kro-To 3ameTwa, uTo Ha Hel H306p

Estonian nationalisfs expeiled
for forming opposition party

NEW YORK ~ Vello Vaartnou, 36,
and Eke-Part Nomm, 22, were expelled
from Soviet-occupied Estonia and
arrived in Sweden on February [3. The
Soviets accused them of promoting
anarchy and of having complicity in
planning demonstrations for Estonian
Independence Day, February 24.

Messrs. Vaartnouand Nommare two
of the 16 Estonian nationalists who
created the first openlv declared opposi-
tion party to the Communist Party since
1920. The proposals made by the Esto-
nian National Independence Party have
spread like wildfire in Estonia and were
introduced in the West by a story in The
New York Times. A photograph of
Messrs. Vaartnou, Nomm, and co-
founder Arvi Orula accompamed the
February 10 article.

Former political prisoner Erik Udam

_has applied to Tallinn city authorities
for a permit to hold a demonstration in
Viru Park at 7 p.m. on February 24. Itis
clear that demonstrations and comme-
morations of the 70th anniversary of the
declaration of the independence of the
Republic of Estonia will take place
throughout Estonia with or without
official permission, noted the New
York-based Estonian American Na-
tional Council (EANC).

Based on reports emerging from
Estonia, tensions are extremely high,
especially since the Soviets are inciting
ethnic hatred and rivalries through
provocative Russian-language publica-

. tions. There are also reports of worsen-

ing food shortages. Ration cards for

meat, meat products and coffee have
been issued.

February 2, the anniversary of the
1920 peace treaty between'the USSR
and Estonia, sawseveral large demon-
strations with speeches and the singing
of patriotic songs in Tartu even though
the authorities tried to block and to co-
opt the nationalist events by staging
their own “official” commemoration.

Two groups, numbering 700 and 200
people each, met at two separate loca-
tions on Toome Hill, another 1,000
Estonians showed up in town hall
square, and 1,000 more were forced by
militia in riot gear to attend the “offi-
cial” ceremony in anauditorium instead
of being permitted to gather in front of
the old court house.

Streets were blocked by parked buses
and trucks, temporary barricades and
signs were in place and the hundreds of
militia called up had been issued shields
and gas masks. The militia were also
accompanied by dogs, which severely
bit several dozen people who did not
disperse quickly enough.

The violence of the methods used by
the militia has only succeeded in inflam-
ing existing tensions further, resultingin
open criticism even in the press, accord-
ing to the EANC. A number of persons
were arrested and many others ques-
tioned and released. Forcible entry and
search has taken place at the homés of
known dissidents and former prisoners
of conscience. Beatings and military
draft are also used to repress activists.
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Nad ei ole alistunud!

Eosti Vabaduspiieval, 24. veebruaril avaldas ”iskilstuna. Kuriren” jubtiirja peal-
Kirjaall” ‘Jubtkirt

Itta Vol lasinde — see oli osales rahvuslikes manifes-
Valik cestiastele Eke Part satisoonides mmbes 100,000
Nommele fa Vello Vahrt. inimest. Leedu katoliklicu
., kul nad jitkus enne seda jul-
Glia Uihumad Iseselsvuspiid.  gust valje Miutdiade. sock
lustega oma maal. Nell péie- ~palve rahva vabaduse eest.
Vil old nad Eskilstunas Ja.  Mbodunud aastal olt ele-
osalesid Eest Vabarilgl 10. vust ka Lals, us tostet

aastapi s pid protestiks okupantide
Aastaptieva pumueu paar  vastu.
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Ja trotsis rohumise vastu. Ja

rohujad on muutunud nArvi- e o TAhercisteks
liseks. hakse katseld torjuda tagast
‘balti keeli.

Kaja elab Ent ofsesuse taga on ka
Selleks on nell ka pdhjust. piiiidlused pikemas perspek-
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In exile. Sweden

After arriving in Stockholm, Vaartnou was constantly called by the Free Europe radio editor Toomas Hendrik llves
(later president of Estonia ) who congratulated Vaartnou and said that he broke the back of Russian bear.

The question arises, was T.H. llves already then thinking about the presidential chair of Estonia when he
interviewed Vello Vaartnou about the Proposal for ENIP and free Estonia?

In March 1988, Marju Lauristin, future leader of the Popular Front of Estonia for the Support of Perestroika came
to see Vaartnou in Sweden and talk about the future of Estonia and asked if he wants to put together new
government for Estonia by his own.

As the communists did not know what was going to happen, they were afraid of direct national repressions that the
ERSP could have adopted against them. But Vaartnou said no, because as a Buddhist, he is not interested to
have a power, and because Lauristin was, and is a communist. After this meeting in Stockholm, Popular Front was
established in Estonia in late April1988.

Vaartnou:

“l called almost every day from Stockholm to Eve Parnaste and urged to form party immediately. Unfortunately
they gave initiative to communists who had old connections, state finances in their hand and party was made only
6 months later.

Now, if you look how they handle history in the media and in the books, | am struck by how the Estonian people
love stupid communists. | feel embarrassed for the Estonians. | did the party and after that they jumped into my
boat and started proudly to row “



Vaartnou was expelled in February 1988
He received refugee in Sweden

ERA 4996.1.74.40

Speech at Estonian House in Stockholm. Pressconference on arrival to Stockholm



ENIP Congress 1989. The end of political activity

Vaartnou:

“I was invited to speak at the congress and when the congress began, the doors were opened where Christians
marched with flags. | thought then - what the counterfeiting of history by ENIP. | imagined that Buddhists should
march in through the door.

The Buddhists were the ones who made party and program, printed the leaflets and distributed in Estonia. Two
Buddhists and one non-Christian traveled to Moscow for a press conference announcing independence for
Estonia. | didn't see any Christians there.

It was a falsification of history. | got up and went out of the hall. That ended my political activity in Estonia. There is
no word about the Buddhist part in the ENIP history book of 700 pages written by Pérnaste, and thus Parnaste has
contributed nd tnd thus P&rnaste has contributed to the falsification of Estonian history.”

Today: Busy with Buddhism as always

After deportation Vaartnou studied in Tribhuvan university and Bhutanese monastery, and later he spent 8 years in
solitary retreat;

He became active again in 2007



How Vaartnou was welcomed to Estonia in 2007

In 2007, Vello Vaartnou went to Estonia with intention to build the 5th stupa into Estonia.

On the 20th August 2007, Vaartnou was discussing at his Veltsa countryhouse with volunteers how to build a
stupa when about 20-30 policemen suddenly jumped out from the bush to arrest Vaartnou.

All people were hit to the ground face down, including Vaartnou who was hit back with the gun by the policeman,

The police started to search for weapons and searched the house (which had stood empty 20 years and didn'’t
have even doors and windows) and garden 4 hours but nothing. Then 70 gr hemp was so to say "found” instead of
weapons. All men were arrested and taken to the jail. | (Marju Broder) drove to Swedish Embassy in Tallinn and
explained what had happened, and said that | am extremely worried about Vaartnou's life. Next day Vaartnou was
released with the help of the embassy.

What is interesting that this happened on the 20h August, the anniversary of the establishment of the Estonian
National Independence Party 19 years ago.

Such way Estonia welcomed Vello Vaartnou, the author of ENIP, because there are still communists at power, and
the KAPO (Estonian secret service) has incorporated ex-KGB workers.This fact is officially acknowledged with the
explanation that these 30 agents are experts in their field.



Vaartnou built the 5th stupa, temple and prayer
wheels into Estonia in 2008.

He created the first online Buddhist Encyclopedia
in Estonian language and initiated international
conference Buddhism & Nordland, which was first
to investigate Buddhism in Northern Europe.

In 2010, he was granted Distinguished Talent visa
by Australia and relocated to Western Australia.

Today he is the author of the two annual
international Buddhist conferences which work
already 14 years, and is the author of an online
Chinese Buddhist Encyclopedia.

He is the first person to create Buddhist thangkas,
temples and mandalas in 3D, his exclusive
thangkas have found their way to hai Royal
Family, Stockholm Etnographic Museum and
many private collections.
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Conclusion

. The proposal for the creation of Estonian National Independence Party was a solo project of a Buddhist Vello
Vaartnou- all from the idea and programme to execution was his arrangement.

. It nullified the communists perestroika plan to continue as an empire. So the ,out of box", the Buddhist way of
thinking is a part of Estonian fight for independence and catalyst for the collapse of the USSR.

. A Buddhist Vaartnou was the first in Soviet times to openly attack the foundations of the communist country, giving
the direction of independence fight in the future.

Vello Vaartnou:

The West allowed me to do everything | wanted regarding my projects, which was not allowed in the Soviet Union
including the current Republic of Estonia who did not let me realize my projects.

. I may look like an Estonian, but I“m really more like an Asian in the way of thinking and lifestyle, and | have always
buried all my money in Buddhism.

. I believe that people should get part of this grand cultural heritage offered to us by the Orient. This is my passion,
my addiction. These are the only symptoms | have”



Some opinions over 30 years

- Mart Laar (Estonian PM 1999-2002): “ A historic proposal, it made the way open for the whole Soviet Union”

-Vello Andres Pettai (Columbia University):” The ENIP manifesto was an extremely critical political step, which spur
a new level of activism as well as political thought.”

- Tunne Kelam (the last chairman of ENIP): “Creating an ENIP broke the dam, the wave of new parties was followed,
not only in Estonia, but also elsewhere in the Soviet Union.”

- Sir Arvi Parbo AC FTCE (Australia): “It was undoubtedly a bold act, even at GorbacheV's time when the situation in
the Soviet Union was freer than before. It was new and bold that it was said in the Soviet Union, and moreover, at a
press conference in Moscow.”

- Trivimi Velliste (Member of Parliament):” The courage of this initiative must be emphasized! And the Kremlin, of
course, perceived and interpreted this resistance precisely.”

- Urmas Reinsalu (Minister of Justice 2015-2019): “ It can be said without exaggeration that the political
contribution of the ENIP has made it possible the Republic of Estonia today.”

- Jyri Estam (Journalist): “Was it Buddhism that gave him a cold stomach? But the idea itself was a worthwhile idea,
and maybe it wouldn't have germinated if there hadn't been a man who was not afraid.”

- Sander Jurisson (The Museum of Occupations): “Gorbatchov reaction is a kind of inadvertent recognition by the
head of state for the activities of the Vaartnou.”

- Silver Tambur (Estonian World):” ENIP played a very important role in Estonian society, Gorbatchov apparently
feared Vaartnou' initiative, it seems a logical conclusion.”

- Mai Raud (Estonian historian in Sweden):"Respect to Vello Vaartnou who started a great organization work. He is
a really worthy man. | think the ENIP was a courageous step from the bold people and eventually lead to the
liberation of Estonia.”



